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Toher GRACE, 


| ZKEY 


SF DUTCHESS of MONMOUTH. 


1 


May it pleaſe your Grace, 
74 * Homugh I cannot but ac- 
knowledge my pre- 
 |{umption to be great ( ſince 
 \being, a ſtranger to your 
Grace, I ſhould thus aſpire 
toa Favour I may have rea- 
ſon to fear the obtaining, ; 
Jer When 1 give ear tofame, 
\me-thinks Ifind my ſelf not 
altogether a ſtranger to 
What is moi Noble in ſo 
\'Neoble a perſon; & as glit- 
ih terms, 


_ 


T he Epiſtle Dedicatory,' | 
tering, Stars by reaſon of | 
their *lortorns InSre are loo- 
ke d npoa With Wonder, and 
even worſhipped by us mor-. 
tals inſeveral parts of the 
WMLniverſe.; even ſo (dread 
Madam) your worth, per- | 
fections, and vertnes ſhine. 
jo clearly and antaintedly , | 
aud. ſtrike ſuch an awe ons 
my amazed ſpirit, that I | * 
cannot but think how ;utly | | 
Thave on erved your frowns * 
for my Arrogancy in preſen-, 


ting to your Gracea thing 


7 ad Taconſ derable , as n\/ 
this 


+ | TheFEpiſtle Dedicatory. 
if | thi enſning T ranſlation;yet 
j- | Fith the ſame Reverence 
4 | as the Ancient Heathens 
... aidoffer np their Sacrifices 
ie | at the ſhrines of the Deities 
7 | they Adored with the ſame 
_ | affeFionate Ardor & trem- 
| bling Zeal do I offer up 

| this to your Grace , p01 
g | Which if you are pleaſed to 
J| dart down a benign inf!u- 
ty | CnCe » YOu g7ve both it and 
o| mehife ; thevery Name of 
.| fo Wuitrionsa Perſon (il- 
q [nftrions in blood, and al- 
3 ſo 12 parts ) 1s of it ſelf 
5 | | fo tf wo : 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ſafficient to ripe the moſt 
ſevere Crittcks dumb.T he 
Author had hemade you his 
{,opy, he had doubt leſs fra- 
med hy Charatter of hi per. 
ſon of nality far more per- 
f ett than he hath doneinthe 
enſuing T reatiſe; but none 
but happy England i; bleſſed 
with ſuch Treaſures as you 
are ; therefore we muſt 
needs imagine bis mifor- 
tune (1n being a ſtranger to 
this Iſland) occaſioned hem 


 themaking him ignorant of 


many more qualities and 
| pCr- 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
perfeftions which are only 
to be feen inTou; it i8Y on 
are the true ( haratter of a 
perſon of Quality 5 You 


have a Soul that knoweth 


both how to value Glory, to 
prize Honour,” and cherith 


 Vertue : Yon need not the 


falſe Iwftre of otbers-to a- 
dorn T ou , when Fame ſen- 
deth her loud Eccho's into 
the world in praiſe of Ver- 

tne and Hononr, ſhe ſeldonz 


_ appears indiſgmize ; ſhe ws 


a lover of truth , which i n 


uothing can be plainer un- 


_- The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
derftood than by «bſerving 
what ſhe ſaith of You. 

If Jour Grace ſhall vouch-. 
ſafea favonrable e Accep- 
tance of theſe my firſt fruits, 
my happineſs i compleated 
in having, obtained the ho- 
nour of bearing the unfeign- 
ed\Title of 


Your GCrace's , 


Moſt Humble, moſt Obedient, 
and moſt Zealous Servant , 


Nathaniel Neel. 
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To the 


R EADER: 


\£2 ADER- 


Hough to Ape- I 
- ſhould paſsa Complement 
upon you, ( it beihg uſu- 
al mn ſuch Epiſtles )to mol- 
life your Critical humor, 
as thinking it may cauſe you to be leſs 
ſevere, yet I C who believe Comple- 
ments in this caſe tobe like the School- 
boyes Prayers to his ſevere Maſter when 
hee's reſolved to give him the laſhin a 
cold morning for his Recreation) hope 
you won't take fhuff that I don't ſay 


Gentle, Courteous, or Caadid Reader s | 
| I 


To the Reader. 


T doit not, becauſe if I ſhould perhaps 
I might abuſe You , for you may take a 
Reſolution to be contrary to the Title; 
I may give you as ſoon as you have 
heard that ſuch a Book 1s publiſhed, and 
Damn 1t ( as I have known many do the 
like by others) as ſoon, nay ſometimes 
before they have hen the Title ; not 
that Vl! judge all to be fenviouſly conſi- 
deratez bur you know every Body that 
will take the paines to read it,is my Rea- 
der, and therefore 1t were as great a fol- 
ly toterm them all Courteous , as it 1s 
to 1m1gin2 it poſſible to find them fo : I 
may as. well term them all Honourable 
and Worlhipful, though a Porter or 
Cobler may have 1t for his money as 
well asa Gentleman; finding the world 
then to be thus {tut 4 with 6 many abo- 
minable Criticks, and profound Judges 
of Wit, and experience having made it 
evident by the ingratitude of the Pub- 
{ lick in their nſual requital of ſuch kind 
| of Preſents, I cannot but admire at the 
| lIiberality of ſo many brave men in almoſt 
all Ages that have freely appeared in the 
world, 


To the Reader: 


world', and expoſed themſelves to the 
moſt injuſt Cenſures of its diſagreeing 
thoughts: I ſhall inſtance for one that 
famous man Sir Walter Rawleigh , whoſe 
Hiſtory of the world (a work as fameus 
as ever was) hath been ſuſliciently cen- 
ſured , nay the World was ſo rigid in 
His time, thatit took not as he expected 
it would have done, for he burnt a ſe- 
cond Volume of the ſame Subject, .be- 
cauſe the Book-ſeller (ro whom he Sold 
the Coppy of his Former , and would 
have Sold this) told him he had Loſt by 
it. That Learned Scholar, and Vahant 
Souidier Sir Phil;p $idney in his Counteſs 
of Perrbrook's Arcadia,as well as in other ' 
of his Works 1s uſed ſeverely to this day 
by ſome. Nor 9xarles that ingenious 
Poet hath not eſcaped cenſure, and m2- 
ny more, which to mention here would 
be needleſs, and numerous, If then ſuch 
excellent men as theſe *'C whoſe Works 
excel this as the Sun doth all inferiour 
Bodies) have run in danger of ſhipwrack 
(by which we may judge of the worlds 
mconſtancy( mult this Little thing think 
to 


To the Reader. 
'to eſcape Foul-weather ?. and the dati- 
ger of being blaſted? No, it ſhall ex- 
pect all with patience. 

- - It: often-times happens that he that 
: ſts out a Book do's juſtly draw injuries 
upon himſelf without any Reaſon , and 
giveth cauſe of being told what he is by 
People that are ſometimes worle Sots 
- than he : But howeverT ſhal be as little 
- concerned for what the Publick ſhal ſay 
of this as Socrates, who when he was told 
_ oxe that one railed at. him behind his 
back.his anſwer was, let him beat me too 

fo I am abſent; - x 
I have taken no ſmal care in the Tra- 
duction .of this Treatiſe , for having 
found the diſcourſe of the firſt Chapter 
ſomething: tedious in the Original in 
Nouriſhing diſcourſes, and little matter 
according to the French way of writing, 
(a method generally diſapproved by all 
Exglzſh Authors) I havein ſuch manner 
abbreviated it ( though without dimi- 
niſhing the Matter ) that itis now plea- 
ſant enough. But however give me 
Leave to te]l you that this Chapter I 
* F peak 


© To the Reader. 

ſpeak of is butan introduction to what 
follows : I give you this item becauſe I 
know ſome to be (o ſqueamitſh ,- that as 
ſoon as they have read the firſt two or 
three Pages of a Book , if that pleaſe 
them riot, they turn to F7zzs,and in their | 
judgment they have read it out, which 
done, they throw it afide to.mould, and 
curſe the Author: Some may perhaps 
wonder. to ſee the Songs herein ſet to 
Muſick , becauſe it is not cuſtomary in 
ſuch Books : To which I anſwer, that 
cuſtome is not alwayes to be followed, 
and that which doth not concur with 
cuſtome,may ſometimes be eſteemed the 
greater rarity becauſe not common); tis 
true the word Song I haye ſeen in many 
Books over a few Verſes, but what do's 
It imply without the Muſical-notes? put 
but (to the Tune of Captain Digby's 
Fare-well over it , or ſomeother of the 
Iike nature) and then it is not much un- 
like a Ballad: if ſome people do not un- 
derſtand the Notes, I doubt not but 
there are alſo ſome that do, eſpecially 
Perſons of Quality, and Gentlemen, for 


To the Reader. 
whom they are chiefly here inſerted; the 
Mufickwas (et by ſeveralgood underſtan- 
ding Maſters of that Science,& the Songs 
have been added to it ſince it was Eng- 
liſhed. The words of the $0zg in page 
47- 1 mnh confeſs were borrowed, and it 
was placed here at a particular Friends 
requeſt : But for the reſt, I am certain 
they are not, The Female Readers IT 
have reafon to think may find cauſe of 
being leſs ſevere than others, eſpecially | 
when they ſhall conſider with what ct- 
vility they are uſed here; wherefore I 
need (ay no more, but ſhall invite them 
to what follows, as I do you; whoam 


TOUrS, 


| 


[x7] 
SP LHOPOD- AOBONDN 


C IRC L E, 


O 


CONVERSATIONS 
ON 
Loveand Gallantry, &c:; 


He departure of the Grand The- 
odat(whom the Welgick Price 
had cauſed to take up Arms to 

bring them to Reaſon) gave to 

© the moſtpart of his Courtiers, 
©. (who could not follow him to 
the War) the liberty cf retiring into the Coun= 
try; The Duke of Albane a perf5n both for 
Birth and Merit. known of all the Court, beins 
diſpenſed with from going with the King by 
reaſon of ſore incommodity , was one of the 
firſt that by this happy occaſion deſired to ad- 
vantaze himſelf by the enjoyment of repoſe and 
ſolitude ; he had a dwe'ling about two leagues 
diftant from Parts, very proper for ru:al Paſ- 
t1mes 


"£27, 


tinies , wherein were ſeen in abundance of all 
' things thar might well contribute to the ſweets 
ning ofa Country life, Madam , the Ducheſs 
remained not long . behind him, who broughr 
with her two Ladies her Friends, one whereof 
was the Countels Þ' Ancoze , the ocher Pada- 


moiſele d'Armand , both perſons of incompera- | 


_ blefpirir; and to finiſh a part fo well begun , 

there was yet wanting the Lady Dindals pre- 
fence, a Lady the moſt accompliſh'd that ever 
was, and who In two or three dayes failed not to 
render her felf with the Dutcheſs , who had in- 
vited her. TI ſwerve not from truth when I fay 
that there were none in this Houſe but perſons 


well-choſen, and well-deſerving , upon whoſe 


Viſages one might diſcern to ſparkle that mirth 
thar produces tne greateſt Charm in a Company. 
I. The firſt thing done, was to baniſh Con- 
firaint and Ceremonies, and to eſtabliſh for a 
general Law.that every one ſhould liveafter his 
own mode; in the mean time they were of 
ſuchanaccord in all things , that it ſeemed as 
though one VV1II governed all ; the men hada 
free and civil commerce with the VVomen, they 
ever beouiled the time with nought bur mirth, 


takinz the freſh ayre, and dancing each as they-- 


pleaſed, and with whom they pleaſed ; excep- 
tin a certain particular reſped& rhey had for the 
Dn+chels, all the reſt accompanied each other as 
Sh-»heards and Sheperdeſfſes: The Duke by 
reafon of his ordinary indifpoſition , was con- 

trained 


—_— EG - 


T8) 
ſtrained to take himſelf ro his reſt ſomething 
_.- early, which towards the Evening gave the comn- 
pany more cauſe of freedom , not that he loved 
conſtraint, for his humor was ſo ſweet and &- 
lizino, that ir carried him rather to render him- 
ſeif tamiliar and complaiſant to perſons far be- 
neath him: Nevertheleſs his illuſtrious Guefts 
who were not ignorant inthe art of civil Be- 
haviour , could not forbear the manifeſtins of 
ſome Reſpedt for his perſon ; however, freedom 
waxing at leaſt more general ,. he being retired, 
the cuſtom was to walk in the garden, where with 
the Muſick and Dancing, were propoled ſcme 
delightful Queſtions,witty Paſtimes were played 
which were invented ex tempoze, and which be- 
ing intermixt with pleaſing raillery , cauſed by 
Tocole contradiions, would produce ſuch fits 
of Laughter, and ſuch pleaſures as are ſeldom ta- 
ſted in all companies,and which augmented,dai- 
ly the Cavaleer v' @ftapes was moſt acceptably 
received with Monſieur de Armenton., both ve- 
ry well eſteemed among Perſons of Honor, and 
very well known in the ſphere of Gallantry. 
Madam v'Clus came alſo, with many other per- 
{ons of the ſame diſpoſition , which indeed did 
bur paſs by; bur for the time they ſtayed, would 
be of rhe Converſations that were held ; one E- 
vening when the Gueſts ofthis charming Manſi- 
- on in number aboverthe ordinary.and when they 
vere all wearied with having ſpenc the whole 


Þ. after-noon in — the Dutcheſs _ : 
" ma 


[4 ] 
ſmall turn in the Garden , invited the company 
to go andrepole themſelves under a green Ar- 
bor , where the Converſations were kept , and 
which was called the Circle ; where afcer ſhe 
had performed the uſual Ceremonies to oblige 
them all to.ſit down, ſhe delire4 Madamoilelle 
d*:rmand to be rhe firſt to invent ſome paſtime, 
which atter ſhe hal excuſe] herſei]f; ſhe did, 
which ſhe ſaid,was , that every one in the com- 
pany ſhould 1nvent a ſfeverai Paftime , and we 
Will afterwards make chvice of that Perſon ſaid 
ſhe, whoſe merit ſhall claim the greateſt right in 
Divertiny us , and who ſhall be judge the moſt 
acceptable ; there is already mine added ſhe, 
and turning tothe Abbot d' Arvuty, one of the 
beſt Humored Perſons in the VVorid , and who 
ſtood juſt by her , ſhe intreated him to begin 


to tell his Paſtime ; but the Abbor refuſed , as 


thinking ſhe had not told hers,ſhe avouched the 
contrary, faying what ſhe had now done was 
we, wor ha paſtime. But you (Madam, faid 
ſhe, indireQting her Speech to the Dutcheſs ) 
who ſees that Mr. Abbot will already not do 
what hets bid, be ſo good tous your ſelfas to 
command him to range him to his duty : The 
Dutcheſs ſmiled, and told her ſhe ſhould be her 
_ Lieutenant, and thar ſhe ſhould put all the Au- 
thority ſhe had into her hands , to the end that 
her Orders may be the better obeyed; whereby 
the Lady prevailing, ſomething better comman- 
ded him alecond time to find out ſome ſubject 


of 
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£9] 
of diverſion ; which after a long Cetate he di 1, 
ral{ing his diſcourtſe upon the qualities of a Mi- 
ſtreſs, and upon the blindneſs of Lovers in not 
diſcerning any dete& or blemiſh in them: He 
would therefore have the Patiime that Evening 
be, that every one ſhould rejate which of all the 
Qualities he could principally wiſh that perſon 
to be endued with which he dearly lo-ed ? ani 
ſnce tt is a kind of neceſſi:y to have ſome tai. 
ling , what then ſhoul:1 thar be he would gle 
her ? After Mr. Abbot ha 1 done, Madamoilelle 
d*'Armandas Lieutenant to the Dutcheſs, made 
a ſigne with her Busk to the Marchioneſs of 
Dindal, to let her know that it was now her 
turn : But the Dutcheſs replied , that ſince the 
woul1 not give her ſelf the trouble of inventing 
ſome paſtime; ir were but Juſtice to let the o- 
ther Ladies enjoy theſame priviledge ; beſides , 
that there were on the mens ſide perſons ſo pro- 
per to relate any thing Curious and VVitty , that 
they had no need to fear the want of Diverſion, 
I am tar Macddam, ( anfwered her Madamoiſelle 
d' Armond) with a little ſubtile ſmile from op- 
poſing any thing you ſhall find good; bur if 
you wlll conſider the wr onz this ſhience will do 
the company, aud the advantage theſe Gentle- 
men wl]] reap-thereby (wno believe thar- none 
bur they can recount any thing pleaſant ) you 
w1ll find that for a ſmall trouble from which you 
pretend to deliver theſe Ladies,you deprive us ' 
G!{ the Honour we ſhould get by c— 
B 3 | al 
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all thoſe great and ratling VVitts', with thou- 
ſanls of conceits which you ſhoyld fee ws pro- 
duce I fay not ( replyed the Dutcheſs ) thar 
che Ladies ſhoula keep ſilence, I only deſire 
chat the men furniſh the converſation with mat- 
ter, and we ſupport it when we ſee it decay, or 
touch us any thing. Madamoilelle Armand 
without making any further anſwer, left Madam 
Sindal, and deſnied the Cavaleer to propoſe 
ſome pleaſing paſtimes, and he obeyed. And his 
diſcourfe was alrogether concerning the Follies 
all peopieare inclined ro inatfteting ſome one 
varticular thing or other; ſome he eſfteems - 
Fools , for affeQing Poeſie above all other 
thin2s ; .others he ſayes are Fools in Muſick, in 
Dancing, in Playing,in Arms,in Dogs.,in Horſes, 
and in Cloaths ; and therefore ſaid he, it would 
be a very pleafant paſtime to tell us every one 
our Follies , and let them begin with me firſt, 
and ſincerely tell me in whar manner I am foo], 
and the reaſons they have to belieye me fo, 
This ſort of paſtime cauſed mirth enough , and 
there was no body bur preſently related after 
what manner he was believed to be fool; ſo that 
every ones diſcourſe was of his folly ; But in 
tine. the Baron d'Tro2c who was a moſt gallant 
Perſon , and who had a pleaſing VVire for Con- 
verſation,ſaid, that this Paſtime would laſt ſome- 
thing too long, and that ifthey would make uſe 
of anther , he would propoſe ſomerhing that 
ſhould be more Recreative , and leſs injurious ; 
| All 


and he wasjuſtabout relating ſomething to make 
tem merry,whenYadamotſelle vArmound im 6+ 
fed him ſilence, and entreated the Count vr 
Lozme to teach them fome paſtime more diver- 
ſive than the former,which without giving them 
cauſe to ſpeak to him twice, he did.and his diſ- 
courſe was al together touching Lovers,an 3} the 
ſeverai forts of them, and their Comportment 
with a cruel Miſtreſs; which aſter he hal a ji. 
tle enlarged upon , his Propoſition was to re- 
late, whetherit may be poſſible to ſweeten the 
Rigors of a Cruel Miſtreſs; if it be, .in what 
manner lt muſt be done? But Mavam3ttieil. d? 
Ernand, without whole permiſſion tone hal 
right to ſpeak, not fixing upon this paſtime 
C though they were going to fpaak their 
thoughts of It ) {poke co Yonſrenr 5? Iriiycan 
_ propole another, telling him it was now his 
{1:n : So many Sports ſaid he have been a'ready 
propoſe, that I wi!] -begg the permiſlion ot 
you to remain at ſome one that hath even now 
been named ; for there are enouzh not only for 
this Evenings otverſion , but fora whole week. 
and it you pleaſe I am for that of the Ceuret : 

No, no, ſald Madamoiſelle d* Armand, we can 
e:empt none but the Lalles from that trouble; 

te!] us then if you pleaſe what your mind con- 
ceiveth 3 fince'faid he, Tam condemned, I 
ſhould do what you would have me do? The 
Count with his Queſtion hath furniſhed me 
wich ancther deſign, which may ſerve us as a 
4 | paltime. 


UI 

paſtime. He would know ifthere be any thinz 

can {weeten the rigors ofa cruel Miſtreſs. T 
think that order anq reaſon doth firſt require 
that a Miſtreſs be deſcribe1, and that every one 
relate the qualities they could with £5 be in a 
perton by them loved , it will be the means of 
knowingevery ones inclination: n4 I believe 
thar the Count who is lo particular and Geli- 
cate in Love-matters , will doubtleſs give us 
pleaſure enough to hear him , for he will deli- 
nate the Pifture of an admirable Miſtreſs ; the 
Count was goinz to anſwer him, but Madamoi- 
ſcl'e Armand who inſtantly had a mind that 
this Paſtime ſhould paſs, prevente him,and told 
the Dutcheſs that it ſhe pleaſed, it ſhould be by 
this they would begin, and that it was too gai- 
lant not to be preferred betoreany other. Here- 
upon the Dutchefs rook the advice of a'l the 
company , who were of the fame mind, and 
Wwirhout delaying any more , they deſire. Ya- 
damoiſelle Armont ro command ſome body to 
Lezin which turning her ſelf to the Count de 
Lone « ſhedid, ſaying , 1t ſhall be you then 
Sir that muſt þegin; and tell us atrer what 
manner you would have a Lady made and qua!1- 
fied if you had one that might be for your own 
appe:ite: I know not continued ſhe how ſuccelf- 
ful you will be, but I imagine that you having 
Opinions ſo ditferent from the reſt of the 
world, eſpecially in this, will afſuredly give 
ſome cauſe of contradiftion : There was altea- 


oy 
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dy bezun a hot diſpu-e; but the Lady Sindal 
interrupte.!them , an1told-them it was alrea- 


dy hte, and that they muſt in good earneſt ei- 


ther bezin then , or deter it til] the next morn- 
Nig : that the Count might alſo have the more 
time to prepare himfelt : I fai:l the Count plea- 
{antly,) ſhall not do lite rhele Leapers who leap 
ye: worſe when they are nake1, than when they 
are cloathe 1 : It it be too late, it is ſo much the 
better for me becauſe not havinz much time, I 
ſhall not have much to re ate; an1 what I ſhall 
then ſay, cr tempaze. will bench more excuſa- 
ble than what I mizht have Rudied for, though 
It were becrer. TI will without waitin? till to 
morrow. give you my thauzh-s upon this ſub- 
ze , which you will diſcern to be without ei- 


ther method or choice; yea mult grant (conti- 


nuethe) that the matter 15 alrogether delicate, 
which you have put into my han4s. Neverthe. 
leſs, fince my buſinels is not to form a Lady to 
the mind cf the whole world, but two make one 
after my mind, ]I will tel] you in few words how I 
would have her adorne 1 and beautifiel, to e- 
ſteem her pertetly ; imagine it not to be one 
of thoſe fine VVomen , which heſe Gentiemen 
would doubtleſs lay before you if they werein 
my place, that is not my delign; that with 
which I ſhall entertain you ſhall bea Lady of 

Henour , whoſe principalleft Qualities ſhall be 


groundedon the merit ofher perſon. The firſt 


thing ſhe muſt have,isa good Birth, a :d not to 
1gnorize 
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ipnorize the maintaining of ker Rank as ſhe 
ought, without being too much atte&elas moſt 
VVomen are; my meaning is,that her whole per- 
fon, and all her ations may witneſs her to be a 
perſon of Quality , ſhe ſhould have ſome of that 
modelty , which mingled with Majeſty as doth 
give a glorious luſtre ro Noble perſons, tor her 


 VVit let it flow naturally , and let her Body be 


well ſhaped ; but let her have more eſpecially a 


_ particular Grace in all her ations, that may ren- 


der her Amicable at the firſt view, that it 
may be an Ornament to accompany all hera&i- 
ons ; tharis rare ſaid Madamotſelle d'Armand, 
but me-thinks if you are not in too great haſte 
to make an end, you pals over but lightly quali- 
ties that well enough merit a larger delineation. 


Tellme yet continued ſhe, what this Grace is of 


which you ſpeak ? Ir is anſwered her theE aunt 
preſently, whar may be ſeen in you Madam; ani 
if you pleaſe, I will not make any other Expli- 
cation, ſince it is but to regard you to divine 
what it is. This anſwer cauſed Madamoiſelle 
d'Armand to bluſh, and ſhe was doubt leſs going 
to anſiver him, if the Dutcheſs had not made a 
ſign to her not to interrupt him any mo-e, and 
theConat continued his diſcourſe in this man- 
ner;fince I am deſired to draw the Pifture of my 


| Deroine ar large, I will prepare my felfto let 


you fee her altogether. I have already faid rhar 
her Body ſhould be well ſhaped, I mean of a 


| juſt and well.compoſed heighr,free and withont 


atefa- 


/ 
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aCefation, though ſomerning above the mean, 
yet wirhout the excets of being too Great ; the 
Opinionsare very differen: berween the Brown 
and rhe Fait 3 tor my part I am for the Brown, 
becauſe they have commonly moſt VVirt : As to 


' what ccncerns the figure of the Viſage, I have 


ever heard ſay , that thoſe who: have it Oval, 
promiſe moſt Frieadſhip; as for the Eyes, they 
are yet diſputable: but the Blaekare in my mind 
the moſt beauttiful.if they are full and well divi- 
ded.,fuch a fair one whoſe Pifture I draw, ought 
eſpecially to have her Teeth white, and well 
ranked : the mouth ſmall] and roſie coloumed,the 
fore-head and chin proportionable to the Pori- 
phyre of her Viſage ; and for her Quaſities(pro- 
ceeded he) I will not ſpeak of thofe Vertues fo 
common for all Women, it is to be ſuppoſed rhar 
a Lady ſo well made as I make her,wanteth nor 


thoſe Verrues , but to diſtinguiſh her from th: 


Vulgar ſort, ſhe ought to have ſome particular 
Qualities, as much civility,much ſweerneſs in all 
her words, but in converſation eſpecially ; to- 
gether with a certain ready way of never ſaying 
any thing but to the purpoſe , according to the 
place wherein ſhe is , and according to.the hu- 
mors of the petſons to whom the ſpeaks , her 
ations ought to be very obliging , and ſhe 
ſhould havea good nature fo charming as mighe - 
ſurprize an eſteem in the hearts of perſons of 
Honor ; ſhe muſt have a lively Wit that way 


"cauſe her to be admired , but a ſprightlineſs ac- 


come 
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companied with ſomething of gravity, that may 
ſhow in her as much ſoundneſs in judgement. as 


promptnefs of wit : She muſt beware praiſing 
her felf', tor there is ever ton much vanity and 


indiſcretion in doing of ic in what manner ſoe- 
ver, ſhe ought to have the fame regard in ſpea- 
king,which muſt be bur Jirtle,&to the purpole, 
and let attectation be avoided in diſcourſe as wel] 
as Carriaze, and 1n all things eſe, fuch quali- 
ties will cauſe her to be conſidertd , wherever 
ſhe is, while others fall more or leſs into the op- 
polite Errors. Let her not neglect Inſtruments; 
Muſick, and Dancing ; let her alſo make ſonie 
eſfteen of Poetry , Hiſtory , and of that we all 
Literature. 

There the Count made a ſtand , as ifhe would 
have made an end , or taken breath , which ha- 


\ ving done, the Abbot ſaid that the Count had 


drawn the Picture of ſo rarea Lady , that he 
could ſcarce believe there were any like her in 
the World. Nevertheleſs faid he, if we com- 
prehend w hat he has {aid , his diſcourſe was of 
thinzsaltogerher in general , and notwithſtan- 
ding a few Leſſons will he give the Ladies. I 
cannot beiieve that his hath ye: all ſhe ſhould 
have. TI couldaiiſwer youfaid the Count, that 
I am not vubliged to do more than the order of 
the paſtime, which required meto deſcribe a La - 
dy tomy liking. ' But you Mr. Abbot con;inu- 
el he, who imag nes what I have faid to be fo 
extraordinary, that you cannot belieye thereare 

2 many 


b $a "3. 26-08 : 
A OIZA wb Danton ITE! erat if 


ee So ADE SE Yeti ea wh ant een RL La TRY 
. 


- = OO en 


[ 13] 
ny ſuch in the World, although I have not yet 
done: You have fail me-thinks ſomethings too 
much Le.orea Company where there is not a 
La iy but may be.compared to her ; I have de- 
{icrize.1, and I may truly ſay that they were 
my pattern. 1 iee your deiign replyed the Ab- 
bot to him ſmiling , you woull make a diffe- 
rence be:ween me and this Sex, and cauſe theſe 
Lalies to be my adverſaries , while you in the 
mean time intrude your ſelt by your flatteries 
to obtain their good wills ; but they are fo juſt, 
thar they love truth better ( though it might 
ſeem to be againſt them) than the falſe praiſes 
that you give them, Nevertheleſs if my mis- 
fortune ſhould cauſe it to happen, otherwiſe , T 
cannot but ſay that '!r is not only rare to find 
all theſe qualities in one only VVoman, but that 
the like can beſatd but ef tew men , notwith- 
ſtanding that they are capable ofa far greater 
pertetion than Women, to hear Mr. Abbot dif- 
courſe , ſaid Monfteur d* Arwenton one would 
Imagine that he hath a mind to ſpeak againſt 
the VVomen : but if the Count will give me 
leave to anſwer him, I will have the honor to 
ſerve him as ſecond on the behalf of theſe La- 
dies. You oblize me ſaid the Count, forT like- 
wiſe think that I havealready done what I was. 
obliged todo; and the Ladies quarrel cannot 
be ill in the management of ſoga}lant a man as 
you. Mr. Abbot was goiny to ſpeak , bur the 
Dutcheſs prevented him, and bid him keep thoſe 

; Injuries 


j | 
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ries he had to ſay againſt them, till the day fol- 
lowing , that it was now too late to have time 
enough to relatethem ; that ſhe would give him 
the whole Nizht to cenlider on it if he dare be 
ſobold to expoſe himfelfto ſo great a hazard ; 
all the Company ſnnled upon the Dutcheſs, who 
had turned the ſubjet of this new diſpute in ſo 
gallant a manner, it was reterred till rhe nexr 
day. TE 9 

"ul the Paſtime ended,and the Violins (that 
were placed round about rhe Arbor ) having 
begun to play , at a ſign the Dutcheſs , made 
them, they all aroſe , and daunced as they went 
rill they came to the Houſe, whe-eafter ſome Ci- 
vilities the Dutcheſs made rhe Company , and 
which is uſual-on ſuch occaſious, they all walk< 
ed to their Chambers, and gave the remainder of >,__ 
the night over to ſleep. } 


CHAP; 
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CHAP. I5 

Hree hours had the Suns beams enlight- 

ned the whole Houſe, when none of this 
illuſtrious company were ſtirring but Mr. qbs 
bot, who was walking alone in one of the Gar- 
denV Valks. MY avamoiſelle de Armand(the win- 
dows on that tide whoſe chambers are ſcituate in 
this manner;ſhe ca{/Pd to herYadam d'Elus )with 
whom ſhe lay.and beginning to laugh, do you 
not ſee ( ſaid ſhe a loud to the end the Abbot 
might hear) Mr. Abbot, who is preparing his 
Talons to tear us to pieces this Evening , he is 
up very early ; but I hope betore the day ends, 
he may recant , or that hee*l repent ; Ladies, 
anſwered the Abbot. if you have no greater an 
adverſary than me, you have no reaſon to fear. I 
ſhall (perhaps) be obliged to keep my word 1f 
Iamurged to it : 'Rut it ſhall be to ſay nought 
againſt you, than what I cannot forbear to re- 


late: VVe ſhall ſee that ſaid Madam d? Clus to 
him; however it is not of ſo ſmall a Conſe- 


_ quence, as not ew deſerve the = to think a 


little upon it. TI counſel you (proceeded ſhe) 
as a Friend , to betake your ſelf to a place of 
ſafety in time, for you know it is natural to us 
to love revenge. As the Abbot was guing to 
anſwer her, a great dogg that croſt the VValk, 
chacing a Fowl, runagainft him with _ vio- 
ence, 


, [ 16 ] 
lence, that the fright of it had like to have made 
him fall all along : It is to be imagine.i how the 
Ladies laughed , the Lady gindal.whoſe Lodg- 
Ing was not iar, came at this nolie, and aske.l 
what the matter was ? fee you not ( an were 
Madcamoilelle »*Armand, ( 1{ti!] laughing with- 
out meaſure) Mr. Abbot there azainſt whom the 
whole Univerſe is ſet ſince he hath declare: hin- 
ſelf azainſt us ; a dogg but even now had like 
to have cevoured him ; and T believe thar ir was 
upon out account that he hath {rare him ; tor 
my part ſaid the Lady Sinval , I am pleaſed that 
Mr. Abbsor 1s 11] ot one mind ,, an: ro tee him 
reſolute; for in lieu ofalew iniuries which he 
will invent againſt us, we ſhall] receive from 
PBonſieur d'Armenton a thouland praites; and I 
de with deſire already tohear this diſpute. T he 
Chevalier d'Eftapes, and the Baron »Erare up- 
on this came to the Abbor , and aided ro the 
converſation. But it continued not long., be- 
cauſe the Duke ſent to them to know if they 
would be for Hunting , that the weather was. 
fair , and that they had nouzhtro do, but to 
get themſelves ready. The Lates had a deſire 
to be of the number ; they were moſt avgreca- 
bly received; nought etſe was thouzht on but 
breakfaſt; the Horſes and Hounds were ſoon in 
a readineſs : inſomuch 'that In leſs than two 
hours, breakfaſt was done ; they mounte. on 
- Horſe-back , and into the ſpacious Fields they 
went. Dayes are not alwaies iortunate nor 
alwaics 
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-always proper for Hunting : however this was, 
and they reliſhed the pleaſure ſo well, that they 
returned not til] the Evening to Supper ; our 
Hunters were almoſt ſtarved : The Ladys had 
. good ſftomacks, and rhere wanted not where- 
with to content them ; for the Table was ſo 
{mptuouſly adorned, that I can hardly believe 
Parts can ſhew better-chear ; they begun 
with little or no diſcourſe;becauſe every one did 
his endeavour to feed well; about the middle of 
Supper ſome di{courſe paſſed concerning Hunt- 
inz : Bur at the laſt they fel] upon the diſpute 
that ſhould ſe.ve for the converſation this Eve= 
niug ; Madtmoilſelle ®Azmaud failed not to let 
hpon Mr Abbot.nor he to defend himſelfwell. 
The Duke took extream delight in it,and obſer- 
ving,that not only the Ladys were againſt che 
Abbot ; but ſome of the men, alſo he told him 
that he muſt needs have a good opinion of his _ 
own ſtrength ro hope to refit ſo many Ene- 
miles. Tt1snot now Sir, (canfiyered him the 
Abbot) that the Women have leluced the men, 
and that theſe unfortunate Creatures have tur- 
ne] their own Weapons againſt themſelves to 
pleaſe rheir Enemies, for ſo ir is ( continued 
he; we ſhould call the Women ſince truth makes 
tt appear , that they bring upon us the greateſt 
part of our misfortunes. But when by their 
; a!lvrements they ſhoujd ger the whole Univerſe 
; to themſelves, none ſhoul1 never perfiyade me 
| buttharche men are far more perſe& than the 
TS $3: G. __ VVYomen, - 
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Wouwen, an1 thar he ha4 that faith (VVoman) 
doth bur 1.ame 4 work which Nature had forgot 
to tiniſh. The Duke which had a deire to lee 
how the diſpute wouls paſs upon ſo gallant a 
ſubje& ; be:wezn two pe ſons that hadas much 
wit as any in the world beſide, intreated the 
company tor this time to- concinue with him , 
you may believe that there was none but who 
did wiiltagly conſent to the Dukes deſire: fo 
that when the Table was taken up, they fat 
roun.J himas in the form oi a Circle , and Ma- 


damviſeile 3 *Arman? (who hal ever the Office 


of Lieutenant to rhe Durcheſs) toll Mr. Abe 
bot that it was *tme to Lezin if he had any thing 
to iay azainſt them, and that Monſieur o' Ars 
menco! was fre-arel for their detence; the ad- 
vantage is alrea ly large enou:It on my ſide(an- 
{were her the A'bot) and Ple willingly refign 
that priviie 17 to Monſieur d? Arminton. it T once 
bein T ſh:!l be troubled to make an end ; and 
there is roo much to le ſaid in favour of my par- 
ty, tha: he will n5- know what to ſay, Dor an- 
ſwer Triim>h not {> much before-hand(reply- 
elhis. A .vericry ) leſt you be overcome two 
manner of way2s : I am to make ir appear, that 
the m21 are n5' more rerfett rhat thz women, as 
yo1 preten{ they ace, and without amuſing my 
ſ\- © with any more Ceremonies. Since you will 
have me Levin, I am gcing to ſer upon , ſee it 3 
a':1 will place the VVomen,and carry theirGlo- 
ries even toa degrec of perfeftion , which rhe 
men ſhall hardly be ale to attain to, This 


RW] 
This perfe&ion (con: inue | he)thar you will 
Ive the Meu avove the V Vomegra. it ve remur- 
Fa le either in Doly cr mid 3 an. Þ im tthar in 
either , the VVomen ar leaſt do etuatize tne 


: Men; thy have in truth the 5o iy more ti: onz, 


more lizh-, more expert, n i more caja- ie of 


| hardſhip rhan the VVomen ; but you your «a 
' will own.that this quality 13 no perfe4}ioa,"nce 
among men themlelves, thsy wh aave 1t enzrh 
: Ina hirher degree than o:hers. aze not the more 
eſteemed for tha-; as to wha: rouche:h the 
'mind, it is Conſtant tha: what a man un .er- 


ſtanJleth, a woman underſtands , or can un.er- 


ftand, and thar the anprehenſion is equal in 


both. After he had ſaid this , he kept ſilence; 


to hear vr. Aybat's anſwer ; but becauſe he 


: made none, he procee ie in this manner : You 


know ſaid he, that there is an argumen* main=- 


tained in Phylofophy, that theſe are the le:ica- 
teſt bolles who are iookr uron to have the 
;!prompreſt VVits, and in this maner rhe VVo- 
men oughr to have rhe moſt eſteem wi h their 
delicacy , ſince it is a ma k ot ht” jiveliiie!s, 
Bur let us forbear Phi'oſ>phy , an.1 h5'4 in (if 
to wil) wi-h experience. I } now : her» have 
been Philoſophers enemiez to women why {ail 
that Nature ever endeavourins to male hinzs 
More perte&t , if ſhe could rrodiice none but 
men ; and that ir was throuzh e rai ſh= brov- he 


g_ 4 


VVomen into the VVorl1; but you muſt c-n- 


#&ſsthar there were Pogy Philoſophers,a'i1 rhat 
ts "=. 


Nature 


[20] 
Nature will bring forth a VVoman , when fhe 
produceth ſomething , becauſe it is a ſubje& ſo 
neceſſary to theend ſhe tends to, which is to 
conferve the kind, Weneed not read any Hi- 
ſtory , either ancient or modern , to know that 
'there have been VVomen that have waged VVar, 
and thit have obtained Vifories ; that they 
had been ſeated upon Throans , and governed 
States and Kingdoms with an admirable pru- 
dence , and adminiſter Juftice with as much ri- 
orand wifdom as the tirſt Judges of thewerld. 

] dare ſay more, and Tl maintain that rhe men 
have not done any thinz worthy commendati- 
on, bur what the VVomen have donealſo; they / 
have made 1t evident enough, that Sciences 
were not fecrets for the men alone ; they have 
peietrated as far as poſſible into them; and you 
are not lynorant that there have been cf them | 
that have underſtvod Philoſophy very well, avd 
That have inſtruted men therein : Others that 
have been very expert in Poeſfje; yea they have # 
gone even to the knowledg of th? Laws , of : 
which Study they have rendred themſelves ve- - 
ry capable ; it would be ſomething tedious to + 
relateall that may be ſaid upon this Subjed, {4 
and to report that which an infinity of Authors !” 

have faid for the VVomens advantage. It KB x 
-true ſaid the Abbot,thar if you once enter into 7 
 Hiſtory,and when I am nor permitted ro'inter- x 
rupt you, theſe Ladies will doubtleſs believe F 
-you have conquered ;.: but you are nor. yet F 
| L ol where's 
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where (perhaps) you think youare ; believe it 


| ſometimes a dangerous conlequence to puriue 


an Enemy, thar makerh a teigneq Retreat. It 
would be no difficult matrer tor me to anſwer 
to what you have faid ; bur I will only bring one 
Reaſon In oppoiition to this pretended Fe- 
male perfe&ion, which is, that the man relem- 


: blinz the Form, and the woman the matter; and 
that a5, the form is more perfe& than the mar- 


ter, the Man 1s aiſo more perfect than the VVo- 


' man 3 but there 1s one thing whichall the world 


knows, and which makes the advatitage that we 


have above the Woman evident ; it Is that 
\ there are but tew Women but would gladly be 
-men ; and very tew Men that deſire to be Wo- 


men. Tf you have no better Reafons replie4 
Monſieur d' Armenton ſmiling , my glory will 


! be but ſmall in having vanquiſhed you, they are 
ſuch cold ones (continued he) that they are ca- 
pable of freezing our underſtandings in the hot- 
*ter weather of this ſeaſon.” This unhappy Sex 
'haverealonto have theſe defiresz, not for their. 


being 1nore perfe& , but to deliver themſelves 


from the unſupportable Yoak of men ; and for 


the enjoyment cf Liberty , which their only 


Tyranny hath raviſhed rom them. Bur I pray 


tell me what compariſon is there of the matter 
and form:with the Man and the Woman ? the 
matter hath its efſence from the form., an1 can- 


elieve Not be withour i:; whereas the man and the 
x yet Woman receive from each-other an equal-petfe- 


wheres... C3 
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ion ; an1 if th-W man cannot be without the 
Man, -he Man ztfo cannot ue without the 


mana. I pray Gen-ieman ( interrupred them Ma- 
cam YZ us, T ieave thele terms of matter and 
form, which mate us lick a: heart, and fpeak us 
ina more inceilizible manner, fince jt is our 
p'oceis 'har is in ati>5n, I mult neceſiarily de- 
ſen | my ieif, anſwered Monſieur d*Armentcon 

in th? :ike manner ] am fer upon, and fight with 
eqgual arms 3 b ut let it not ſeem te.itous to you, 
I'll n5: jeave of before F have maiie my ſelt well 
un .erft50d : VVha: you ſay there ( ſaid the 
Abbot) is nor becauſe you 1uze your cauſeſo 
goo |, that in 1uſtie you ſhould come to what 
you ay ; but 1-13 -he 2004 Opinion you have 
oi yYCUr OWN UN':eri:antin2, that cauſe:h you to 
promiſe your ſe:f ſucceſs in thinzs the moſt 
<4Acult z you may n>» withſtanding be decei- 


ye1; in he mean v hile I pray tell meif throu-h 
th-ic na*ura! qualities ihe man is n2t already 
mo-e periet than -h- VvV-man., ſince he is hor 
of comple: ion, whe-eas the i: col 1: You ſee 
ſai | Monſieur PArmenton , turning to Mada- 
moiſelle '? Jrmant1, how Mr. Abvot retiens a» 
gain ro Philoſorhy ? Anſwer me only ( inter- 
runte:! him the A'bot inconſfiderately ro what + 
I 3:k you, if the hear that ads of ir ſelf, and. 
whi-nh 1s capable of procuttioa , is not more ! 
nuble -han the co'1, which can do nothing ! 
wi-hoy! the heat? If VVomen whoare hardly ' 
compoled of any bumor but this , can do any [ 
re Pare | thing, | 


- I know not ( faidthe Lady &inval ) 
'0-— Mr. Abbet uſeth Philoſophy or no ? bur I ap- 


; reduce.l, 
' menion,) that Heat in ic felf is more perfe& 
| than Cold: bur it is not the fame in thinzs com- 
; poſed, and which we call mixt, 'as Men and 


Il p 3 J 
thine, whe:e feebleneſs and timidity be nor ? T 
whether 


prehen1 that what ke faith is not to our ad- 
vantage : I tell you faii Monſieur d'Armcnton, 


; that he uſeth his ſtrongeſt Arguments, and ina 


{ma]l time you will ſee where he will he will be 
I avree ( proceeiled Monſieur y'Ar- 


VVomen are for then it woul4 fall our, that rhe 


| hotteſt boties ſhould be the moſt perte&, which 


is faite, ſin.e there is nothing but what is tem- 


| perate hath a true perfeRion, Let us add,that - 
: VVomen are in ee of a cold Temperature, in 
' compariſon of Men ,, who for being too hot , 
* firay frompateFion, which is not found but 


in things that are temperate; but VVomen as 


| tothemſelves are not too cold ; and they ap= 
| proach nearer to that perfe& ſtate we ſpeak of 
| than men; for they have in rhem this moiſture 
' Which is proportionable to the natural heat, 


that the too great drinefs in men difſirares and 


conſumes too ſoon : but if timorouſneſs in VVo=- 


men be as you ſay, a mark of imperfeQion , it 


: is not from their conſtitution that it come-h, 
| but froma too grear' livelineſs of wit , which 
| inſtantly reprefenting them the obieds in the 
! underſtanding , is the cauſe rhar they are ſo 
: aalily terrified z becauſe they have nor the let- 
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lure 
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ture to conſult their reaſon upon that which 
firikes them ſo ſuddenly 3 and this cannot be 
termed imperfeCtion, ſince it proceeds from ſb 
fiir a cauſe. 

You may ſee many men that have neither fear 
of death, nor any thing elfe ; and yet they may 
not be termed Valiant men, becaule they know 
not dangers , and go amazed!y where -the Ca- 
reer is open; T hele aftions proceed from a fi- 
ery Brutality, and from a cloudy Underſtan- 
_ ding; and without knowledg fools are- not peo- 
ple of a great] courage. True valour:- depends 
upon a mans proper reſolution, and upon a will 
determinately bent to do fomething ; and to e- 
ſfteem Glory and his Duty above all things in the 
world; beſides, a man Jike this will meet death 
in neceſſary. occaſions, although he knows rhe 
peril to be evident ; his mind will bc con- 
liant ,-anf /heart-couragious to purſue (with- 
out: trouble) an enterprize even to the end. We 
have ſeen many VVomen a& with this force and 
courage. ' We know that they have done aQi- 
ons fo full of Glory,that the Men have been no- 
thing - comparable to them, and TI believe I 
ſhall not fay ſo much, when I ay,*that antiquity 
cannot ſhow us any of conſiderable merit.Bur it 
may be made appear.:that his VVife ,his Dauzh- 
ters , or his Siſters Fame hath equalized this. 
VVill you have more ?. The Company ſhall ſee 
when-rthey pleaſe, that there have been a great 
aumber of VVomen that have brought Honour 

| rQ 
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' ro their Families,and rhat have withdrawn men 
' from theirfaults. All thofe Reaſons (anſwered . 


him the Abbor ) which experience contradids , 


* me thinks ace not good; and certainly if I aſ- 


ked you who theſe admirable VVomen were. 


from whom the Men have received ſome Ho- 


nour: I believe I ſhould entrap you if there 
be any thing (ſaid Monſieur d Armenton) that 
might entangle me; it would be the too great 
number of Examples that the.e are of what I 
ſay ; and it I feared not to fay thoſe. things. 
which the company already knoweth , I would 
begin with the Hiftory of Deavia VVite to 
Park An honp Siſter to Auguſtus ; there is no 
Body ner- but knows this Hiſtory , as well as 
that of Poxcta , rhe Daughter of Cats + and 
VVife of Brutus : Who hathnor heard of Caza 
Cecilia the Wife of Trquin Priſcns of Cozue-- 
lia, Daughter to &cipts, and ofT know not how 
many others , that are not only known among 
cur Ladies , but among the ftranceſt and moſt 
barbarous Nations. Was there ever a worthier- 
ation ſeen, than that of Aleran dra Wiſeto A- 
lerxander King of the Jews ? how ſhe ſavel two 
Children ſhe had of this King fromthe fury © 
the People, and in the ſame moment delivered. 
rhe\body of her dead Husband from the moſt ca- 
lumnious outrages that enraged people are ca- 
pable of committing upon the Body cf. a Ty-. 


rant. | = 
You” 


- 


LC 20 J 

You will oblige us extreamly Sir, (faid the 
Coun:ceſs vo? Ancpre interrupting him ) it you 
woul.l take the pains to rectte this Hiſtoty to 
me ; for I te:leve that it is not come to the 
knowle 17 of th-'fe Ladies , no more:rhan it 15 to 
min?. This Queen,re--lie.{ Monſieur de Acmen- 
ton, ſeci.ag all the people in an uproar.an1 rea- 
dy £9 iall upon her two Children to facrince 
th:m to honlae, wh-te they hat kept their 
Fa:her : $h2 cauſe | the Bo ly of her Husband 
her felfto be brouzh: iaro the mitlle of rhe 
place, where -he Citizens beiny tumuj-uouſly 
a'iem-le | to lee what ſhe woiild do; this great 
Queen f:oke :o .h:matcer this ſort. 

I know bur too weil, oye Jews ! the Rea- 
ſons that you have to be thus animated azainſt 
my Husban: : I know how mach your Cauſle is 
Juſt ,, anJ that he hath uſe.1 you too 1illy while 
he Jive 1, not to be puniſhed by You in his 
dea*h. I intreat you only ro call rtomind whar 
I have done for you; if T have not taken your 
parts az much as I could poſſible ; 1f I have nor 
indeavoured to wi:hhaw him from his Tyran- 
nick Humor: ani how many Evils have my tears 
and nrayecs ſaved you from ? and yet all this is 
nothing in comnyariſon of what I woul:l have 
done for you, had Heaven ſeconded my Jeſizns, 
T believe you doubt irnot : But to give You 
more certain tokens of it , Il] be the firſt thar 
willrevenze your Cauſe for the injuſtice anJ ry- 
ranny which you have ſuffe:eJ ; here's the __ 
þ | yY 


C22 J 
dy upon which You muſt pour your Choler and 
Kevenge. Let us exercile all ſorts of Cruel- 
ties upon him ; only if 1t can be, let us pardon 
the inaocence of two poor Creatures , whole 
crime is no 0: her than in being the Unfortunace 
O#-ſprings of too cruei a Father. Theſe ten- 
der Babes ueyer did you any harm. It would be 
a ſttanve injuſtice tro make them ſuffer tor their 
Fathers Crimes, and me-thinks you ſhould owe 
ſome mercy to the tears of a Mother, who 
harhſo often obtained it for you. 2 
Theie words proceeding fiom the mouth of 
this wiſs and gener5us Queen , - wrought ſuch 
erfe& upon the peoples ipitits, that their fury 
waz Converted into Love ; the ſame men that 
ſhoulc: have been theſe Childrens executioners, 
became humble and atfeftionate Subjefts. The 
Mothers tears of ſorrow were changed into 
rears of joy ; and the reſpe& which ſhe inſpired 
in-o all thiz people, was fo great ,, that for her 
ſake they Erette1 a Famous Sepulchre , for the 
fame Bo1y that ſhould have ferved for matter 
toſar15hfie their hatred upon. | 
Mcnfeur d? Armento! becauſe he would give 
the company leiſure to ſpeak their rhoughts,up- 
on this ation made a ſmall] pauſe.and afterwards. 
Arm again in his diſcoi;rſe: VVho can 
ignorant (faid he) how the VVite and Siſter 
of Bit hriates our-braveJ,or at leaſt welcomed 
death, more generouſly than Mithrivates him- 
ſelt; and how the VVite of Jevubal had == 
: ex 
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fer of it than Asdzubal : You know too that: 
tne Daughter of Yterom of Siracuſa would 
have no other T omb than the incendiary of her: 
Native Soll. VVhto contradidts you Monliieur d? 
Armencon ( fat4 Mr. Abto:, interrupting him) 
where doth his obſtinacy lead him ? dot*c you 
inazine-you fee this VV oman, whonot know- 
ing how ro reproach her Husband with more 
inuies (who plunge. her ina VVell , that the 
water covered her head, yer made-a ſign tn 
him with her hands, to let him know what he 
__ TT. - 

This expilcation gave the Company cauſe e- 
nough of Laughter, inſfomuch that Monſieur d? 
Acmenton took up the word, as a man ever rea- 
dy forananſwer. Obſtinacy ſaies he, merits 
praiſe ; and may paſs:for Vertue when it. is to 

maintain the truth.z the VVomen have given us 
-- a thouſand Examples of this rare Obitinacy ; or 
to vive itits proper Name or this Cenſftancy, 
which in my Opinton is the molt cifficult - of all 
Vertues-'. VVhat do you think ( Mr. Abvot ) 
of Gpicarts that famous Courtizan of Rome, 
who knew. of the Conſpiracy againſt Nero, and 
who-had rne forceand courage to endure the 
cruellelt Torments that.this Monſter of Nature 
could iwent againſt her , ratherthan ſhe would 
revel] any of the Conſplrators,wherees ſo many 
Great men , as well-Noble-men as Senators at: 
the fight only of what @picarts had ſuffered, 
aceuſeg even thelr own Parents , Brethren __ | 
| | Clul- 


EEE. 
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"Children. - VVho is it yet that will not a:lmir® 
the vertue ef Lpontda, ro whom the Achentaus: 


dedicated a Lyon of maſſte Copper ,.. without a 
tongue, to Nonour the Secret that ſhe had kept 
at the ſightof all the Torments imaginavies 
and which the likewiſe endured rather than ſhe 


would reveal the conſpiracy in hand againſt the 


Tyrants. Me-thinks ( faid Madam d* Elus ) 
that Monſieur d'Armenton paſſerh but lizhtly 
over ſuch Hercical ations as theſfeare, eſpeciaily 
before ſuch an Enemy as we have he:e, who 
would perhaps rejoyce that no Body knew 
them. In effett adced the Lady Studal, Mon- 
ſieur d'Armenton ſhould relate theſe Hiſtories 
ſomething more at Jarge : That our Glory may 
ſhine the brigh ter, for there are in the world a 
great many women ſlanderers; 1: ſhall be none 
of my fault ( anſwered her Monſieur VArmigne 
ton) thar you are not ſaitsfied , fo that you will 
but jend me a patient ear. It was (continued , 
he) a cuſtom at Marſeilles, ( which it is 
though: was brought from Greece to keep pub- 
lickly a certain ſort of Puyſon male wich Ker, 
puP>ſely for thoſe that could prove to the Se- 
nate, that they had lawful meanes to Guir this 
life, and fo to give themſelves death : Some be- 
cauſe they were too unfortunate, would ſeek by 
death to Celiver themſelves out of trouble; O- 
thers being in the height of Proſperity, for fear 
their Fortune ſhould happen to chance if they 
lived long ; it hapned in the time chat @crtus 
: Pom- 


[24] 
Pompeins.-- Here (ai the A!:bor interrup- 
ting him ) is the beginning of anne Fable: You 
ſee Ladies ſaid Monſieur d' A_mencon how Mr. 
Avbot doth a:waies infeavour to interrupt 
me ; if you were not a party concerned, I would 
inrreat you to infli& ſome puniſhment upon 
him; ut the greateſt pre,u:lice . ht I an do 
him (I believe) is to continue my S ory wich- 
our amuſing my ſelf with whar he faich. In the 
time thereof dcrtus Pompetus a very beautiful 


Lay preſented her ſelf tef-re the. Senate of 


WVarietlles, to obtain this Trazical Giace, and 
having made them ſee the neceſſity there was 
for her -Repole, to be delive. el fom the milſe- 
ries of Life, ſherook the Cup where the Poy- 
fon was, and ſpoke ſo reloJute!y , an1 wiihſo 
littie fear of death, that Dcr.us Pompetu- him- 
ſelf was troubled to the hearr, and he w ole 
genate could not forbear weer-ing af:er they had 
agree rhat ſhe ſhould die. Ifthis ſtory be true, 


aid Mr. Abbot; alas ! how many poor Hufe 


bands have there been at Marſcilles that have 
gone to demand of the Senate permiſfion to 
die, to be delivere | f em rheir VVive:, Aas! 
(replied the Counteſs 2*Anrpre to him, i: ftant- 
ly in the fame norte) how many unhapry women 
are there would drink thiz Poiſon now were It 
the cuſtom , for to deliver themſelves from the 
crue] bondage wherein their Husban :s k 
them. VVhit can a miſera'-!e woman do(added 
Madam d' Glus ) where this muit not w—_ , 
Wien 


— 
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! whenas the weakneſs of women obligeth them 
' Io liter all wi hout murmuing:!r is true repli- 
ed theAbbot to them. rhatthe men are nota little 
oblized to this weakneſs, without which the 
+ women (who lova them but tittle ) would pur 
More wei_h: upon their ſhou] ers than they 
' could beable to bear The Duke was the firit 
; thar lauzheJ heartily at this F.eply; an1 the La- 
; dies laughed fo, that the ciſpute was ſme time 
' delayed; after which Monſ eur d* Armcnton 
| Who hada deſire togive the Abbot an aniwer 
to what he had ſaid, viz. that. the womens love 
was bur ſmall tothe men : when 1s it (Mr, Abs 
bot ſais he) that you heard or read of a Huſ- 
bands teſtimony of his leve to his wite, like to 
that of CT .mma for her Husban:1 Sinnatus. I 
know no more anſwered him the Abbtor abrupt- 
ly) what you mean by Camma than I do by 
Sinatus, and all:hat I c n ſay to youis, that 
if T would here recite the lamentation of poor 
Husbands, you would ſoon ccntieſs t hat the woe 
men were Female-devils: There was not one 
Lady of the company but was ſet againſt him, 
and each Cid their indeavour to- evil-treat him, 
one with her Buck, another with her Fan, the 
third witha Cane , that the poor Abbot cried 
our like one in deſfair and complained that he 
was martyred for the Truths ſake. He woula. 
notwithſtanding this, not revcak whar he had 
faid, only to ſweeten it; and for :eraation of 


Honor he Named them charming Devils. The | 
Ladies | 


32 oo 
Ladies ar laſt let him be at quitt ; the Noitle 
cealed , and tney gaveear ro Monſieur d* Ar- 
-menton, who went on with his diſcourſe as fol- 
Jloweth. | 

Camma (ſaid he) was a very beautiful wo- 
ran, and there was nothing did equal ir but her 
virtue; her duty was, that ſhe eſteemed above 
all things Signozir a principal man of the City 
where ſhelive3,became in Love with her.and he 
uſed all rhe meanes he could to enieavour to 
perſwale her-to yield to his deſire, and to give 
his Love content : but 'it was all to no pur- 
poſe, nothing could ſhake the fidelity of ſo dif- 
creet a woman, Signozir believed that Sinna- 


tus her Husband was the only obſtacle that fpot- 


lei his pretenſions, and rhart if he cauſed him to 
be killed, he ſhould overcome halt the reſiſtance 
his Miſtreſs made. It was eaſfie for him to find 
the meanes, but it made him not the happier; 
and all his aldreſies after this' Homicide gave 
him leſs encouragement than before, which cau- 
{ed him at Jaſtto refolve to demand her of her 
Parents in marriage; who fearing the power of 
Signorir, uſed all their Arguments to perſwade 
Camma to it; and they impertuned her 1o 
much, that ſhe condifcended , or rather feemed 
to do it, they condudted her to the Tewple of 
Diana, where Siguorix waited to. do the Cere- 


monies of Marriage. You know I fuppole- 
what theſe Ceremonies were, and that a Cup 1s. 


preſented to them ,, out of which the married 
Wt Coup le 
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3 Couple drink in roken of Alliance and Friend- 
ſhip ; Camma had prepared a drink which ſhe 
2 had by her, which was no other thing than a 
; violent poyſon that ſhe had given her Mayds 
' with order to bring it to the Temple to her; 
' and having demanded ir, when ſhe came to 
/ drink, ſhe drank half, and preſented the reſt 
/ to Dignorix, who <lrank It without diffice-y, 
7 not imagining thar the Ce: emontes cf his 
' Marriaze woulit be thnofe of bfs death. After 


which this Woman was ſo tranfported wi h 
Toy . that her deſign had ſo good efect, ſhe 
caſt her ſeit at rhe feet of the Statue, and pro- 

nounced thefe words. | 
Great Goddeſs thou knoweſk my heart; thou 
knoweſt how often I would have dyed to fol- 
low my dear Diwnatuz! Thou knowelt wirh 
what grief I have out-)ived him , and thar the 
only hope of revenge hath kept me alive till 
now ; ani now I havedene my duty, Idye 
conentedly . an! wil: go to the only man I 
love] while T live1, and will love after my 
death if the Gods will zive me leave ; and 
then wicke.l wretch/ continue ii ſhe In addreſ- 
ſing her ſelf tro Signorix ) who thouyhr to 
have ſupplied the place of him whom thou 
haſt murthered . thou ſhalr go to rhe Seoul- 
chre after thon haſt ſacrificed to the ſhadow 

of my deareſt Spouſe, 4 

Signorir furioufly amazed at thetr words, 
and being already cruelly rormented with the 
1» D effect 
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eted of this Poyion,prelently commande1 re- 
meGies to be brought to him ; but they came 
too late z aud Cammia was fo happy , that as 
ſhe lay upon a bedd expecting death , ſhe 
un.ieritood that the Tyrant was depar- 
ted ; then was It that her joy redoubled, an1 
that liiting up her eyes ro Heaven;the thus 1n- 
voke her dear Sinnaius 3 Dear Spoule (ſaid 
ſhe ) now lince I have -iven thee the aſt to- 
kens of my Love ig Fideiity , and that thou 
haſt receive my tears and the revenge I owed 
thee, not havin? any thing elle ro do for thee 
in this werld, I avoidit, and bld adleu with 
a ſincere heart to this life , which without thee 


is inſupportab'e. Come my dear Sinnatus ! 


O come to my So:i] ! that deinres yothing more 
than to embrace thee. 

in enging theſe words, ſhe enceu her Life, 
and ſpread her arms abroad , as 1f the would 
really have embraceJ her Sinnatus : I believe 
taid the Abbot to him, that you have a wind 
to make theic Laiijes weep ; What I fay tothis 
is, that if this Hifkory be true, I know very 
weil , that there areno more Camma's now 
in the world ; but it there were luch to be 
tound, yet theſe Examples do not prove that 
which you did fay , that there ſhould be wo- 


men from whom the men hae received great 


a"vantages. Is it poſſible ( anſwered him 
Monſteurd'Armenton, to relate all at one 


time I was to let you ſee fiilt, that the women 
loved 


BW VI ty 
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Jorel their Husban Js better than the Hul- 


FÞands loved their Wives; and the example of 


<Camma maketh ir plain enough ; never aid 
man ſhow the like love tor a Woman. It re- 
Mmains now to make appear that the men have 
peceived Honour, and great preierments by 
aneans of VVomen , nay and that they have 
|rhemielves corrected them tor their detects, It 
21 be as little trouble (proceeed he )for me 
}to malntain this Second Propofition, as it 
! was for the firſt an-ient times (faid he)tur niſh 
1 us with matter ample enough , and theſe mo- 


2 dern times do no leſs ; there are none cf you 
* 1 ſuppoſe but know what the Sib were 


' formerly , by whoſe mouth God &Gid reveal 
' many things that muſt and are come to pats. 
; You cknow how many of them have had for 


: their Defciples men of great Authority 3 as 


| Alpatia Diotima , and to many orhers which 
: wecannot be ienorant of: The lalt of thoſe 


4 waic1 I named cauſe: the Peſtilence ro ceaſe 


' tcrten Years which ſhould have raved in q- 


' theus, by means of her Sacritices which ſhe 
' Offered. I coula recite to you the Story of 
' Nicoltrata Mother to Evano1a , who taughr 


7 the Latines the knowle1x of Letters : and of 
' another woman whoſe Name 1 have for 70 


| who was Miſtreſs ro the famous Poet Pindd- 
Tus. How many have there been that weie 


; very well skilled in Poeiie, as Corinna and 


| Dappho 3 but we need not. go far, we ſhall 
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frn4 if we will but give our ſelves rhe trouble, 7 
to examine rhingsmore nearly.that the Women | 
have be2n the orizina! cauſe ot the Greatneſs of Jwl 
Rome. This (fail the Abbot to him) I knew 718 
not beiore , and you will oblige me extream- 
ly to tel me how: You ſhall hear replied Mon- ©: 
fjeur d*Armenton ; you know that the City \3 as t 
of Trop being taken, many of the Trojans ' 
left their Country to ſeek a better Fortune | En 
elſe-where. They embarquel in Ships, a zreat 
many of which after they had been beaten J ed: 
wich the tempelts, and ran a thouſand danzers * 

upon this terrible Element ; they came at laſt | the 
rotake Portin Jtaly , upcn the Coaſts where * 

the River Ttbe2 glides into the Sea; they lan= * ot 
ded, plundered the Country , and by the ma- * ſel 
nagement of their weapons they got where- - Ti 
withajl to keep them from want. VVhile they Pl 
were buſie | with theſe aftions , their V Vives, ' £C 
who fea re 1 nothing fo much than that they | th 
wo} to -ea again , being one day gathered | W? 
together in a he}. by the Sea-ſide,determined | th 
'Dy rh2 -e: ſwaſions of one of the principal of "Ri 
them whoſe N ame was Roma, to put an end | £0 
to their troubles, an4 in good time to deliver {3 EN 
themſelves from thole hazards they ſhould ' We 
venture upon the Seas, and from all thoſe in- , 18 
commodities thar are to be endured in that * 
wandring Life that they lead , ſince they had 
we their Country to follow their Huf- 
ands, 


_— 
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- | They as ſoon found out the means as the 
n Jdelign, which was to ſet fire to thel; ſhijs, 
\f I which chey did aiter they had taken ail choſe 
s | rhings out of them that were neceliary ior 
*them: Irwasto be feare i thar this ſtrange 
2:fion would cauſe their Husbanus (Hiplealure, 
| ! as being a conliderable loſs to: th-mzthey pre. 
7 parel themſelves to appeaſe them, any pre-: 
*:1ented themſelves betore them to prevent 
? them; they made them ſo many Fealſts.ſhow- 
1 ed them ſo much Friendſhip and uſed fo. ma- 
| ny Carefſes and Dalliances , that in the end 
! they diſpoſed them to receive this News with 
| mildneſs. Thele unhappy Fugitives ſeeins no 
| ! otherrefuge, after the defiruQtion oftheir vei- 
 -: ſels,were obliged ro.make themſelves an aboce, 
2 The Land where they were appeared very 
; pleaſant; they found the Narlves to be of a 

' goodand civil behaviour , and they. believed 

/ that after all, it was not the worſt part their - 
wives had conſtraine them to take; they built 
them aCity then which was afterwards called 
-/ Roma; the name of her thar firſt gave the 
! eounſe] before-mentioned ; I neednot add to 
© this the Hiſtory ot the Sabine, ſince it istco 
' well known. Thus far ſaid (Mr. Abbot) you 
/ have done very well; bur You tell us nothing 
- ©: that woman that betrayed Kome , and who 
: ſhowed the Enemies the way to the Capitol ; 
which thing was enouph to have deſtroyed the 
City andall rhe Romans together. Is wt not 
D 3 un- 
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unſeemly done of you ( anſwere.l him- Mon- | 
feur 2 Armencow) thus to alledge one only 3 
action of a Naughty woman , among ſuch an ? 


Infinite number ct Glorious ones , which I ' 


cou!) yet mention beſides thoſe I have already : 


ſpoken of. Do you know why continued he, 
that Temples have been EtcGed to We- 
nts , armed to TVienus the bald head. Do 
you know why a Feaſt was ordained for the 


Gotdeis {nito, and celebrated 'by none bur * 


Mails. Yeuſee where I am, and how I 
could entertain you thus a great while, it I 
wouls make ule ct all that I know in favour of 
the pare I have taken; but 1 muſt leave that 


to ſome other that nay do it better than T,and 


to whom it would be no difficult watter 1f 
they would , to ler youſee that the women 
have not only corre&e:1 the men for their 1ai- 
Jings ; bur that they have conduded them the 
way to their duty. VVhat ! ( Monſieur d? 
Armenten faid Madam the Dutchels )after you 
nave gone thus far, would you leave the vito- 
ry to ihe power of your Enemy ; you have it 1n 


your Hands p and it w1!l be your fault if it be 4 


not wholly abtained. Tt is true Sir, ( adaed 
Macam Sindal) that you ſhould conſider that 
if Mr. Abbot . or any other of the Company 
think It troublefom to give you attention, 
there 1s never a Lady preſent but will keep 11- 
lence to hear you with extream delight, and 
will cive you thole praifes you merit , His 

ene- 
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Generoſitie is the greater(aded Madamoilelle 
d'Armand ) to {izht thus for us againſt him- 
ſelf,” VVhart you lay there , Lavies (replied 
Monſieur ?A:-menton ) is doubtleſs very ob- 
liging on my behalf; but you will pardon me 
if I te}! you, that the truth nearer looked 1n- 
ro, Will make it ſeem otherwiſe . Lecauſe me- 
thinks a man deſerverh but little praiſe for do- 
ing what his duty required; and when he 
Combars for that Sex that Honor and Glory 
oblizeth him to ſerve : Although the Scales 
may be equally ballanced in the natncatning 
either your party or mine, when the price of 
both is known: Tt is eafte (faid the Lady 

Stnval) for a Perſon of your knowledg roturn 
things how you pleaſe. Bur as Gererous and 
witty 23 you are, you cannot forbear praiſing 
your ſelf extreamly. Til aſlure you Madam 

( anſwered her Monſieur d? Armenton ) that 
being far from any fuch deſign , I ſhould 1e- 
jclce to have you alwaies continue In the 

ſame belict, an that the little ſervice I have 

done you, were altozether worthy of your 

eſteem. VVichall our eftzem ( ſaid the Dut- 


.cheis) I can ſcarce believe, that we can tuff. 


cilently require the Oblization we owe you; 
but it you wil: perſwade us that our eſteem 1s 
worth eſteeming ; make an en1 I pray to merit 
all that which we are capable of giving you. 
After ſuch Oblizins words (C Monfteir d* Ar- 
menton) could no lonzer defeaxd himſelf from. 
D 4 gOINT 
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going on with the reit of his diſcourſe ; inſo- 


much that looking upon the Abhot , and be- 


ginaing to laugh , 1t was not my Geſign Sir, | 


(fail he to nim) to draw all your hatred up- 
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on me. But ſince I am engaged by theſe La- + 


dies , Honour oblige:h me tolſeive them ro 
death it ſelf. Whilip ( continued he without 
giving the Abbot time to anfwer him) Lieus 
tenant to Demetrrins , lying before the City 
Cto, which he had long Beſieged , cauſed his 
Herau d to proclaim under the walls of this Ci- 
ty, that he would glve ltberty to the woman, 
and ſlaves that would come and take refuge 
in his Army. 
* The women of Cio were ſo enraged at ſuch 
a ſhameful Propoſition , that was io much a- 
gainſt their Courage and Honour , thar they 
took up Arms , made a ſally out upon them, 
and fought with ſo much valour , reſolution, 
and gocd Fortune, that they. conſtrained 
Phillip to retice from under their Town- 
walls where they lay encamred, and from 
wh-nce- their Hushands coul4 never drive 
them. The fame women aid another Action 
no leſ3 conſiderable, than that T havealready 
told you, It is that Philip at laſt becoming 
maſter of Cio : The Inhavitants were per- 
mi*:e1 to retire where they pleaſed. The 
woman would accompany tne men inthis vo- 
lunrary exile, and the greateſt part rook up 
their dwellings jn Kencrnta ; they woe not 
ang 
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tons vetore they were trouvleſomly engaged 
ina new war , which the Critheans their Al- . 
lies raiſel againſt them, and who beiieged 
chem in their City ; and- they were in ſuch 
great conſtraint , that they were reduced to 
the point of accepting an infamous compoſiti- 
on; it was that they ſhould march out of the 
City only in ſhirt an 1 brec:hes : rheir wives 
had no ſocner heard the Articles of this un- 
worthy compoſition ; but they beyan to-re- 
proach rhe men with their barreneſs of ſpirit. 
Thepoor unfortunate men anfwered that It 
was wow nov time to revoak whit they had 
1:14, that the Treity was fhened , and that 
they could not violate their Ourh. Never- 
theleſs the women learnt them their dur y, 
without breakiny their wor?. You have 
iworn ſail one of theſe Heroines to them) to 
march out of the Town in your ſhirt and 
breeches ; but you promiſed th2m not that 
you would carry no armez with you; let 


| them fee then if you are men, that your hearts 


are not below ow's; take up your weapons, 
and at leaſt follow us; tor we will ſhow to 
our enemies, that we were not capable of rhe 
compolition which you have accepted. Theſe 
men remained contfuſle1, and knew truly to 
their ſhame . that their women wee tar a- 
bovethem ; the- took ( at rheir ezample ) a 
etter reſolution, they put themſelves in. 
Arm, went forth of th? Town in ſhirt and 

| breeches, 
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breeches, followed by their women, aud 
tought with ſo mich valour, that although 
the Enemies number was extraurdinary , they 
taile4 not to fell the viftory at a very. dear 
rate; theſe fecbje-hearteimen became Lyons 
at the ſt»: of their valiant VVomen , who 
a1 ations worthy of Heroes : and if they 
triumphed not , it may at leaſt be faid thar 
they glo: louſly repairel the thame of that 
intamous compoſition. Let uz come ſaid 
Montiteur 8? Armenton to another afion, in 
which we may yet fee that the women have 
cauſe! tne men to return from their errors, 
and that they have ſhowed them th: way to 
Glory. Cyrus having met the Perſian Army, 
azainit whom he bat war, and being willing 
to make ule of the ailvantage he hal over 
_ them, gave them battle, and put themall to 
the rout; theie unhavpy Run-awaies were 
rerurning with ail poſſibleipe2to their Ci:y, 
when their women (who irom the walls 41d 
{py ihem thus baſely to fly ) came fort be- 
fore them roask them whether they went?and 

if they would like Infamous Creatures hide 
themſelves in the ſame Tntrails out of which 

they ſprung. Theie reproaches, which the 

men to ther contuſion heard , wrouzht fo 
much ri1zor upon their ſpirits, ant fo much 

power 12 their hearts, that they rallie1, tur- 

ned thelr faces , and pouring upon the Ene- 

my ( whom they found ſcattere:1 in the mo 

lu: 
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ſuit ) overcame them. Afﬀer theſe two Hi- 
ſtortes, Monſteur 2 Armenion intreated Ma- 
dam the Dutchets , i and the reſt of the Compa- 
ny , that they would give him the permiſion 
to leave the party foranocher. 

Tt is (faid the Abbot) becauſe he hath no 
more to ſay : do noturge me ( anſwered him 
Monſieur d*Armenton ) I am ſo much upon 
this matter, that you will run the danger of 
hearing me longer then you may Geſire. I ſhall 
find ( proceeded he ) in the only City of 
Dp ita more example of che Heroical vertue 
ot VVomen, than wha: TI have yet meationelz 
In Daguntum that tamous Ciry which was de- 
ſtroleq by Yaunibal ; the women bore arms, 
and fought more valiantly than the men dla; 
SOme twne after Marius made war agaln!t 
them, and overcame th2m ; the women de- 
man:ed the liberty of him to retire to Rome 
to the Veltalls which they had a deſire to ſerve. 
Barius who was a proud and haughty Con- 


gqueror, reiuted rhem this Grace, fer which rhe 


VVomen wete ſo heartily grieved, that having 
no orher remedy but deſpair, they bezan with 
the Maſſacre of their own Infants, and after- 
wards to kill one anothe': You ſze (ſaid Mon- 
ſeur d* Armenton to the Abbot ) whe:her I 
have no more to fay. Tt is ſo long ago ( re- 
plied the Abbot) ſince thele Ages, that there 
being ſo many Fables to relate, you need nor 
tea my doing my endeavour to anlwer, nor 
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contradict you. If you will take the paines 
( anſwered him Monſieur d'Armenton ) to 
meaſure the mertt and valo ur of women 1n all 
Ages, you will find that they are nothing in- 
tcricr to the men; and nor ſeek into paſt Ages 
to hold to thofe things which we are not per - 
mitted to doubt of : Conſider but the pru- 
dence and couraze of Amalazonta Queen of 
the Goths : the Generoiitie and Courage of 
Zheodelenda Queey of the Lombards; the 
wiſdem andplety of Theodoga Empreſs of 
Greece : It you will yet come to Apes better 
known, wjrhout departing out of Europc,on- 
ly teil me, I pray you! what may not be ſaid 
of ſo many great Queens that have Ruled in 
France ; ſo many others that kave Governed 
Snaiae, as this incomperable Jlabella , whom 
Gonſalvo Fernando ( one of the worlds grea- 
reſt Captains) eſtcemed ſogreatly, that he was 
accuſtomed to ſay , that there was nothing 
mo e praiſe-worthy. than by the hand of this 
1]luſtrious Queen to haye him choſen for to 
beGeneral of her Armies. Queen Elizabeth 
of Cnglaud may well eranked with this Spa- 
niſh Queen ; ſhe wh» in her time ditpured for 
the Glory with two of the greateſt Monarchs 
efthe Earth,] mean YenrylIe Grand.and Phi 
lip the Second : I know youare not ignorant 
of the merit of theſe two mighty Queens ; 
he muſt be Enemy to Truth that will nor yield 
to ſuch ra eexawples, for Letters, Muſick, 
Lim- 
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Limnihg , and Sculpture it ſelf; VVlio cat 
lay that the Women have not excelled in our 
Timez , or ar leaſt been equal to the Men. 
But once more Mr. Abbot do not urge me 
where y ou may ſee mein a humor toentertain 
the company afreſh. If ſufficeth that youare 
convinced in your mind, maugre all your fub- 
tleties, that the women are capable of as much 
perfe&tion as the men. That rhey have done 
them Honour , and that the advantages they 
have reaped by them are conſiderable: If there 


_ are now none of theſe Queens that went tor- 


merly :o Conquer firange Countries , that 
build Towns , that raiſe Piramiis, and who 
buſied themſelves about other works of the 
like nature, as a Thompris Queen of Scytia, 
Artemila, Zenovta, Dcmiramis , Cleopatra; 
there are alſo but few men like Ceſar. Aleran- 
der, Scipio, Licullns, and ſo many other Fa- 
mous Romans, Say not (ſaid Mr. Abbot to 
him ſmiling) that there are now no more like 
Cleopatraand Semiramis ; it is true that they 
have not Common-wealths nor Kingdoms as 
theſe Illuſtrious Queens had ; bur they are not 
leſs bent to their pleaſure. The Ladies who, 
heard Mr. Abbot ſpeak in this manner , and 
who immediatly comprehended his meaning 
and that he might: go no farther, they pur 
themſelves in a poſture to ailſault him tor the 
{ſecond time : Mr. Abbot was terribly amazed, 
and ſaid (with an air nor a little pleaſant )thar 
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if Monſieur d* Armencon overcame nhim,it was 
not with reaſon , but becauſe he had more 
force; and that they uſed weapous againlt 
him which were torbidden in converſation. 
The fear and the manner that Mr. 4bbot tur- 
nel theſe words,made the Duke laugh heart1- 


ily. (Monſieur d*Armenton anſwered him) 


that 1f there were women like unto a Cleopa- 
tra an{! Semiramis, there were notwirhſtan- 
ding many more Sarvanapales , whoſe chara- 
Ger was much more infamous. W hat you lay 
there (replied the Aibot is doubtleſs contra- 
ry to whit you thipk ; for there 1s no Body 
bur knoweth that the women have ever been 
Jeſs reſerved than the men ; but 1! that 
were not, who can fay that there 1s not ane x- 
tieam diiterence : You know that by the miſ- 
carriage of one woman . a thoidand misfor- 
tunes follew; whereas by the diſorder of 
one man,the:e happens nothing, or very little. 
Theſe are very {trong arguments ( faid Mon- 
fieur 2 Irmenton to him in raillery.) Iwon- 
der you have been ſo long on thinking of no- 
thing elſe but that to fay to me. Bur yer T 
pray, why would not you have Viceto be as 
much and more condemnable in men than wo- 
men ; ſince it is from them that moſt Vertue 
is expected. Let us us ſpeak the truth (con- 
tinued he) and confeſs rhat this Tyrannical 


Empire which we have uſurped over them, au- 
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L 47 7 
thorizeth our Crimes, and that the ſame afi- 
ons: Which In us are eſtcemed Honourable, 
were they In them, we would condemn them 
to death, or at leaſt to an Eternal Infamy. The 
Abbot anſwered him nothing , becauſe he fea- 
red that if he ſhould adventure to fay any 


thing too bitter againſt theſe Ladies, he 


ſhould bring tome new misfortune upoa him: 
but they diſcerned in his face the violence he 
did , to hinder him from ſpeaking his 
thoughts , which gave a very pleaſant ſub;eft 
of Laughter : Ar Jength when they had done 
their mirth, the Company intreated Mada- 
moiſelle »* Armand to give them a Song, 
which ſhe did in the enſuins worcs with 
much {kill and judgement. 
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O Love how all the World's incli#'@, by 
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T Where reſolution #s forgot 
To ſtruggle wih 1he flame 5" 
It does the judgement quite beſot, 
And makes the reaſontame : 


For when. our blind deſires have ſped, 
And to ill fate weare given, 

— | 1t will at laſt be poorly ſaid, 

7 | Tt was decreed in Heaven. 


Thrice happy he, whom conquering Love 
; Has eas'd his very Soul; + 
- | And in that Agony can.prove 
: His power to controul, | 


That Mertal did Tonce but know, © \- 
T de more than Love admire, 2.4 
1 That could as eaſily forgo, 

As entertain the fire, 


After which , (and the: due applauſes, the - 
company.gave Madamoiſeble U Armond forthe 
ſame) ir being late, and the Dutcheſs fearing 
the Dukes ſitting up tos long, the Converſa- 
tion ended; the Company parted with the 
ufual Ceremonies, and each took their way'to 
their Lodging. 
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= day paſſed no leſs pleaſantly rhan the 
others; there were Playes , Dances , 
and many other Diverftons to entertain the 
Company with from the morning that they 
were drefled, till eight of the clock inthe E- 
vening that they went:to Supper 3 atter Sup- 
per they failed not to go into the Garden, 
where they fetched" :fome turns in the walks, 
and - afterwards reforted to the | Arbour , 
where the Circle was kept. The Abbor had 
been ſo evil treated the .day before, that he 
had no mind to renew the diſpute. It was 
the Dutcheſs that began the diſcourle, and 
who ſaid to the Count ve Loame,that the La- 
dy whoſe Pifture he.had given,was'a pertect- 
Iy fair and civil Woman ;. but that. there were 
notwithſtanding perſons in the company, who 
think that for a Court- Lady as he Would have 
made her , thert was fomerhing.-yet.: wan- 
lng ;.and that he ſhould: make an end..T know 
not faidthe Baron d'Epare what way be ſaid 
of the Counts Lady ;:but in my opinion:a La- 
dy-cangot-be made better qualified.;: and that 
1s alſcan be defired in a Woman. However . 
you ſhall ſee ( anſwered him the Dutcheſs ) 
that if hepleaſeth, he will give her new per- 
feftions 3) aud that he will add to this wm 

| OMe 
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ſome Features above the reſt that ſhall not 
ſpoil! her : I know not Madam, faid the 
Count , what there yet is wanting in this 
work ; bur for my part I confeſs that a Lady 
like her would pleaſe me vety well ; and he 
that is not contented with her, let him leave 
her to me , I know very well where to beſtow 
her : The pleaſant Air with which the Count 
pronounced theſe words , made the Company 
to laugh. Burt what (faid the Countels d' 
Aneyre) - would: you not teach a perfon fo 
accompliſhed , how ſhe ought to behave her 


ſelf in matters of Love ?' for I: imagine you 


would not have her incapable of: rhoſe ſenti- 
ments; and, beautiful as :you have made her, 
it is at leaſt impoſſible for her not to inſpire 
ir. Tell-us then (continued this Lady) how 
fhe ought fo:comport her ſelf with a Gallant 
Perſon that doth ſincerely love her. Ir is 
true (2 the Lady Sindal ) that theſe are 
two things whic h a Court-Lady ought not to 
be ignorant of, eſpecially-rhe laſt, becauſe it 
oftner hapneth that the men make ſhow of 
Love, than to Love in reality ;| he muſt fir 
tell us ( faid Madamoiſelle Armond) with 
what Air a Woman muſt receive a declaration 
of Love, and whether the muſt nor difſemble 


 withall Lovers, or anſwer ſome of them? 


We muſt firſt (faid the Count ) rather karn 4 
Lady t6 know Lovers , to know how to dl- 
ſting utſh the true from the falſe: As for an- 

| E 2 {wering 
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{wering or not anſwering their Love, I believe 
in thit ſhe ought to take her own counſel ; 
this then (added the Dutchels) is wanting in 
your Heroine, in which if you pleafe. you muſt 
inftrut her, or I yill be the firft my. ſelf that 
will fay ſhe hath; failings, ſince ſhe. is nor 
yet skilled in Lovers ; you muſt tell. us (con- 
tinued ſhe ) what are the moſt certain imarky to 
keow true Love, and what it is can convince your 
Lady to perſwade her to love ; for in fine it hath 
been a ſayinz a great while , that a Woman be- 
ginneth to love when ſhe believeth her ſelf loved; 
if ber Lover be endued with theſe Perfedions 
that may Jeſerve Love. - W hat: you, ask; of me 
Madam (anſwered her the Count) is-cumber- 
ſome enough ; for if we mult ſpeak the truth, 
the men are now ſuch Cheats in chis, that the 
prudenteſt Women are the firſt that. are decet- 
ved ; we lee them ſometimes.complain, weep, 
and ſigh when they have a mind to laugh, . and 
the moſt part are fo accuſtomed to it ,, that in 
one and the ſame day they will ler fall Tears ar 
at the feet of two or three Miſtreſfes, and will 
promiſe them a fidelity not to be: parallel'd ; 
and if I might be believed, they ſhout make 
- an example of theſe falſe-hearted ſighers,and 
a good part of ro ſhould be ſent into. ſome 
deſert Iſland: However to the end the Lady 


whoſe Picture I have given you, and of whom 


I muſt take a particular proteftion ) may not 
be Geeeived in the choice ſhe ſhall make of a 
ae Lover; 
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Lover; I amobliged to-give her ſomecoun- 
ſel , by which ſhe may regulate her Carrt- 
age. pr 

, When the Count had gone thus far , a 
Lacquey belonging to the Dutcheſs ( who had 
been ſent to Paris to fetch ſome Letters 
which he was to take at the Poſt-houſe ) 
brought ſome for many perſons of the Ccm- 
pany , and put themail into the hands of his 
Miſtreſs : There was at firſta little confuſion 
in the Circle : the impatience which they 
all had about the Letters , occaſicnel 
them ..to riſe. from their places , and eve- 
ry one endeavoured tro know if : there 
was none for them, The Dutcheſs who 
had a mind to engage -her ſelf trom the 
trouble, put them all into the Lady Stndals 
hand to take care to deliver them ; but this 
Lady who had a deſire to partake of ſome 


mirth, deſired them immediatly all to betake 


themſelves ro rheir places again, and that ſhe 
would give chem all ſatisfaction. I fee well 
ſaid the Dutcheſs, that how gallant ſoever the 
ſubje& was which we even now propoſed, the 
curioſity. of Letters will carry it , and that 
there will be given but little attention. to 
what the Count ſhall tel] us ; wherefore Ma- 
dam continued the Dutcheſs,in addreſſing. her 
ſelf to the-Lady . Sindal ; if you will belle ve 
me, you muſt quit your lelf of theſe Let- 
ters as ſoon as you can , and deliver t hem 
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to the Owners ; we will afterwards begin the 
Converſation. If youdeſire ſo anſwered tlie 


} ady Sindal, I confent ; bur it is certain. that 


we ſhall have bur little time left for a matter 
fo gallant as is that which we have given the 
Count ; 'and beſides , you will fee that they 
will be prevented after they have read thele 
Le:ters, that they will ſcarcely anfwer the 
diſcourſe ; and the Count: will have the dif- 
courteſie done him of relating curious things 
to perſons that will not hear him: For my 
part added ſhe.if I may be believed, a Conver- 
ſation might be madeeven from theſe Lerters, 
and the Count might retain his for another 


time ; I mayhave ſome here as well as the 
reſt, for rruly I expett ſome that are' witty 


enough too; if you pleaſe we will make 
choice of ſome of the company that ſhall 
read them out; bur without naming from 


whence,nor from whom they come, except the 


perſons intereſſed order otherwiſe. There 
was no Body but approved the defign of the 
Lady Sindal , no body would oppoſe it, for 


fear of giving the company leave to think they 


had ſome'private Intel/igeice. - The Dutcheſs 
nevertheleſs ,' according to her ordinary pru- 
dence would have ſome order kept , and that 
they who ſhould be choſen to read theſe Let- 


ters, ſhould firſt let the perſons ſee them to 


whom they belonged . to ak them whether 


they mizht be expoſed, or whether they 
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would give them permiſſion. This referved- 
neſs ſerved for little ; there was nothing in 
theſe Letters that might not be communicated 
to ſo judicious and reaſonable a company as 
this was; however it was judged neceſſary 
to do thus to avoid troubleſom inconvenien- 
cies. Madam YCElus who was a Woman nc- 
ted for wiſdom and diſcretion through all the 
world, was the perſon choſen to take this care. 
The firſt Letter which came to her hand, (for 
it was through hazard ſhe rook them, )Jwas for 
the Cavaleerd 'Effapes, and without naming 
from whom , nor from whence it came ; after 
ſhe had ſhewed it him, and asked him the per- 
miſſion to read it, ſhe found it as followerh : 


SIR, 


N two moneths time F have received 
one of your Letters, Why ſo? am T1 

by you ſo much forgot 2 or is there ſome 
misfortune come upon you ?£ how cruel are 
you 2 tell me if there be any one more in- 
tereſſed in your Concerns than my ſelf; and 
if you onght to neglet# me ſo far, as tobe- 
lieve you owe me not at leaſt ſs feeble a ſa- 
tis fation, in truth you love me not ; fince 
you can let ſo much time paſs away n fi 
lence « I perceive very well #hat all: thoſe 
= 4. marks 


156] 
marks of tenderneſs which you have given 
we, were but a meer effe# of your ſpirit, |\ 
your heart had no part ; there was at leaſt | 
more of complaiſance than amity it was 
through Exchange, and not through incli- 
nation; for I know not how one can love 
after the manner as I mean, and live as 
you do: You know what you promiſed me | 
when you parted hence, and how you would | 
render me an account.every eight daies as : 
long as you lived : I did let my ſelf be 
flattered ſo patiently, that the only hope of 
this cauſed me to endure the firſt dayes of 
your abſence with patience;there is nothing. 
eaſier than to abuſe the credulity of a heart 
that loves us; but there is nothing more 
[ baſe or more black, neither. T endeavoured 
! to comfort my ſelf for the Regret that T had 
of your abſence after T had been ſo well ac- 
cuſtoreed toit through thepleaſure T hoped to 
h have had bya ſmall commerce of Letters 
; which we ſhould read together : Ton have 
not let me enjoy this pleaſure but a ſmall 
| time. What have yeu done ® Why did you 
ji rot tell me that abſence with you was au 
ql nuauoidable. adverſary to all ſorts of 
| DON : friend- 
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friendſhip : IT ſhould ( it may be ) have 
prepared my ſelf , and TI ſhould not 
have found my ſelf in that ftrange neceſſi- 
ty wherein I am driven, to make Com- 
plaints to you. If you can , endeavour to 
Juſtify your ſelf, or deceive me by ſome falſe 
Arguments. \T am itt _— to find you 
guilty, and noj to ſee any thing whereby you 
can juStify” your ingratitude. Farewell. 
Omit nothing to make me believe you inno- 
cent , aud that IT have done you Wrong. 
Adien, | 


The Cavalier ſaid Madam d'Elus (after ſhe 
had read this Letter) need not fear that I will 
rell from whom it came, for there 1s neither 
Date, nor Name ; I believe ſaid Madam de 
Armand that I could gueſs if I would. You 
cannot anſwered her the Cavalier; and I aver 
more , that none of the company know the 
perſon that writ to me, and that ſhe is above 
fifty leagues from this place : be it what It 
will ſaid the Dutchefs , me-thinks this Letter 
is very tender and paſſionate,and rhat the Ca- 
valier is the unjuſteſt of all menif he can for- 
get a perſon that hath fuch inclinations for 


| him; it is alſo Madam, anſwered her the Ca- 


valier what I have never done, and. which is 
beyond my power to'do , for it'is truth 
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that the eſteem and rendernefs which I. have 


for this perfon is of a Character never re be 
etfaced . Into that ( fail the Counteſs: Anz 
cyre to him) we will not pettetrate ; but how- 
ever you ſhew your ſelf ſt rangely cruel ; and 
it may be faid, that you do not att gallantly in 
maiuitainins the ſentiments you ſay you have 
for her ſoilly; it is not,(anfwered Ra the Ca- 
valier) for having. failed in doing my duty. 
And if this Lady received none of thoſe Let- 
ters I writ, it is not me ſhe muſt blame , but 
ſome naughty Demon that endeavoureth to 
croſs us. See ſaid the Lady Sindal how theſe 


\ Traytors of men cover their ſ{editiouſneſs fo 


ſoon as they have got at a ſmall diſtance from 
their Miſtreſſes ; all they endeavour 1s but to 


make Love at new Coſts: beſides a relique of - 


goodneſs that there is yet remains in them, wil 
not permit them to write them Treaſons, no, 
they wil rather forbearall correfpondence with 
them,6:at the firſt reproaches they ſhal receive 
from them , they have preſently recourſe to 
that commanding ;pretence that rheir Letters 
were milcarrieJ: for my part ( I doubt nor 
continued ſhe ) but the Cavalier 15 one of 
theſe, I have known him long for a perſon 
very wavering In the greateſt engagements. 
Perhaps (anſwered her the Cavalier ) that it 
you knew.---- Alas, (replied the ſame La- 
dy prefently interruptins him) I know but 
too well of your infidelities, and if my ad- 
| vice 
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vicemight be followed or to puniſh you for 
the injuſtice which you have -done this Fair- 
one that writes to you,the company ſhall ob= 
lige you to recite to us preſently all the parti- 
culars of this ſtory. This ſentence was ap- 
proved of by all ; the Cavalier was con- 
demned without appeal : he did well to ex- 
cuſe himſelf, all his Arguments were miſun- 
derſtood : ar length he obeyed his Judges,and 
in this manner. | 

Iris ſome rime ſince (faid he) I travelled in 
a Province that is none of the fartheſt from 
Paris, and where ſome certain attairs called 
me, it being the firſt time I had been there; . 
it was not very difficult for meto looſe my 
way ; this misfortune hapned to me late in 
theevening , and when I leatt thought of it, 
I conceived my error, when it was too late to 
feek a remedy. I found my ſelf upon the 
cloſing up of the night in the middle of a 
wood, where the farther T went, the more 
I found my ſelf incumbred, and there was no 
hope of getting out ; it was in the winter-. 
ſeaſon, the weather was very rough , and the 
wayes very bad, and that time of night, it 
was as Impoſlible'for me to turn back again", 
as it was for me to paſs further in , but 
I armed my ſelf with reſolution, and comfor- 
ted my ſelf with patience, waiting under a 
Tree for the break of day , which I thought 
better than a thouſand hazards that there is in 


croſſing the ditches, which we ſhould every 


[ 60] 
moment meet with : I forbear_ telling you 
the {mall pleaſure rhere is to be reduced to 
this extremity : but this I thought ſhould be 
the. laſt adventure of a Knight-errand thar 
thould happen to me any more. TI enrertai- 
ned my el with theſe and the like melancho- 
ly thoughts , when by good: Fortune I eſpte4 
a peyfant not far off of us, who was going 
homeward : Iſent my Valtet to him to bid him 
come to me, and who followed him only by 
the noiſe, for we could not ſee the night was 
{o obſcure; he overtook him, and engaged him 
with fair words and promiſes to conduct us to 

Tome ſhelter; ar firſt he told us that we- were 
at leaſt two leagues from the right road, and 
that he knew no placenearer to lodge in than 
a league fromthe nce;, where we went the moſt 
det eſtable way that 1s. poſſible tobe imagine 3 
at lenzth we came toa ſmall Village, in which 
was but one Cabaret to drink a pint of Wine 
in. God knows how we were treated.after we 
had knock*d at the door an hour to oblige the 
Hoſt to Jet us in , who would not, but upon 

the Faith of our Guide, who ſwore tohim we 
were -honeſt people. The Peyfant ſtayed 
with us , eat, drank , and lay in the ſame Caba- 
ret ; for. my part who had for my bed nothing 

but a miſerable Pallat,and two thin Ruggs; - I 

raſſed not the night ſo well as he, but better 

nevertheleſs than I ſhould have done in the 
middle of the wood. The trouble , melan- 
| . choly 
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cholly, and wearineſs that I had had, ſervel 
me at length in lieu ofa pillow, inſumuch that 
about the break of day, 1 tell aſleep. I. had 
not repoled two hours,but this Pealant enters 
my chamber , and waking me very rudely,tel- 


z leth 'mze,, that Madam the Abbeſs waited to 
ſpeak with me in the Parlor. I receivel this 


Compliment with a very bad air; I knew not 
what. he, meant by. Madam I Abbels, and 

thought in.the ſame inſtant to have forgot all ' 
the obligation I owed him for the laſt: night; 
the. pogr man knew very well by my-1eception 

of,him,! that.. he had done me no very good 
Office:, although he believed he had done me ' 
ſervice.:. he departed, and went to carry the 
anſwer, ],gave him, to.the:party thar ſent him. 
On my ſide it:was not: poſſible for me to re- 
cover my fleep again ,;and-T thought only up- 
on what this man-had told me, that an Abbels 


- asked for me ; I knew no body in theCoun- 


try , and I did truly imagine that there might 
be(ſomeabiſs of Religious perfons at therur- 
ning, but T-could not divine:why I ſhould be 
ſent for; -I did effectively believe that. they 
rook me' for:another : Be it' how -it could; T - 
was troubled that I had fo illy anſwered -this 
Civility ;; and if, the Peylant. would faithfully 
report the, unpleaſant manner of; my ſending 
him back, this Abbeſs had as much reaſon. to; 
blame me, as I had to. praife her, 'This retle- 


ion made me ſomething ſad ; but it hapiied 
| very 
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very well to the purpoſe to deliver me : This 

Ladies Millar came (after this Pealant) to tel! 
me with an air alittle more ceremonlouſly, 

that Madam V'Abbels ( ſince this Village be- 
longed to her ) having underſtood by her 
Shepherd that a perſpn of Quality having mi- 

ſtook his way, had been conftrained to lye in 
a miferable Cabaret, did ſend him to in- 
treat me to accept of a place lefs incommod!1- 
ous then that wherein I was. This Compli- 
ment baniſhed all my melancholy, and I would 
no harm to my Peaſant now, becaufe it was he 
that procured me the Honor this Abbeſs did 
me. Tanſwered him with as much Gallan- 
try as It was pcſſible for me, and prayed him 
to aſſure his Lady that T had the moſt acknow- 


led ging refentments in the world for the 


Grace ſhe did me, and that I would not be 
long to come and teſtifie them my felf to 
her, which I did after the manner I am going 
to tell you. 

My man being already up, I cauſed him to 
give me an indifferent handſom Suit of Appa- 
rel, and I put me into an Equipage Cavalier- 
ike, enough for this Viſit : The Peaſant who 


ſerved me as my Guide , conducted me allo to - 


Madam the Abbeſs.- I went firſt into the Par- 
a where ſhe made me Not to ſiay long for 
er. | 


] believe before I proceed, it will be better | 
for me to make a'deſcription of this Abbeſs to } 


( 


you, 
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you , which it may be will not diſpleaſe you. 

Imagine it to be a Maid of about 28 
Years of Age, of an indifferent height , but . 
well ſhaped in her Growth ; fhe had a good 
head of hair, and flaxen coloured , the 
Eyes black and fair, the mouth admirable 
handſome , the Teeth paſlable, the Noſe well 
ſhaped, and the turn of her Viſage round, 
and ſo pretty, that for to fpeak the truth, 


ſhe was fitter to inſpire Love,than Devoti- 


on - ſhe had likewiſe an air ſo Sweet and 
ModeSt, that in charming did imprint T 
know not what reſpetF, which did abate the 
Courage her very Voice had ſomething of 
particular; and one cannot ſay how much 
without affeftation 5 ſhe had the Connte- 
nance of an Abbeſs. 

I faw this perſon.and if I muſt diſguiſe no- 
thing , V1 confefs ]. loved her from the very 
firſt moment I ſaw hi ;, 7 chought no more 
on the night T had 14iteil with fo much trou- 
ble; nay I torgot my 'eit {© tar, as to ſurren- 
der my ſelf P: iſoner to ritls {air one. Tt is true 
that the knots were not ſoftrong as not to be 
broak, or at leaſt to ſtretch ; bur however, in 
{uch manner that it would cauſe one to fee! 
them when one hath a deſire to ſerve a perſon 


thatpleaſeth one extremely. This fair yy 
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Conquered all that Country ; at my firſt Vifie 

ſhe told me very obligingly at firſt , that ſhe 

could have deſired that I bad paſſed my time 

leſs incommodiouſly than I did in that Caba- 

ret, and that ſhe would pray me to abide this 

day with her, that I might repoſe my felf for 

the laſt nights wearineſs : the prayer was ob- 

liging ;and as in civility, I could nor but re- 

fuſe hey proffer ; I did it with fo much con- 

ſtraint, that it was eaſie for her ro difcernthar 

I bal yer no mind to be going. But as ſhe had 

a zallant piercing wit,ſhe made uſe of this pre- 

tence, in telling me, that if ſhe had not the 

power over me ſhe would have -to cauſe my 
ſtay, ſhe was certain that two or three of her 

Friends would engage me at my firſt view of 
them, an1 that I ſhould not have foice e- 

nouzh perhaps to refuſe their requeſt as I ha4 
hers, which ſaid, ſhe as ſoon called the Ladies 
ſhe ſpoke. of: Bur T that pretendeÞ'the Honout 
wholly due to her, afſured her that ſhe ſhould 
tempt me-In vain on her Friends parts, in a 
thing which ſhe her felf could not obtain of 
me ; and that I believed there wes nothing in 
rhe world had ſo much power over a. rational] 
ſpirit as ſhe , nor that could cauſe themſelves 
to be better obeyed when they deſired any 
thing ; the Abbeſs gave attention to what I 
faid , and received my Carefles as I deſired, 
ſhe was endued with vertue intermixt witli 


modeſty : Nevertheleſs flattery always would 
find 


Con | 
find refiſtance,and ſeldom would ſhe ſtand up- 
on her detence , but with much violence and 
paſſion ; ſhe knew ſhe was fair, and although 
ſhe would not make uſe of her Beauty to cap- 
tivate hearts as a perſon of the world, yet 
would not ſhe be ſo negl1gent of it , but that 
ſhe would rejoyce in private that ſhe was nor 
eſteeme:] unhan.iſome : the other three Nuns 
her Friends, whoſe company ſhe had ſent tor, 
came juſt in the inſtant as ſhe was going to 
anſwer me ; but her mind preſently changing, 
here is faid ſhe (rurning her felt about) that 
will make you revoak what you [aid bit even 
now. TI ſhall 'eave you with them for an hour. 
I have ſome ſmall buſineſs, and I hope by 
the time of my return we ſhail ſee you in ano- 
ther opinion. TI ſwear to you Madam(aniwe- 
red I ſoftly, becauſe I would not be heard by 
the other) that rhis ſhall be the laſt opinion 
T'll carry from hence; and that if T could ima» 
vine the leaſt cauſe of alteration, Iwould in- 
ſftantly depart. She anſwered but with a 
ſmile, which was doubtleſs for fear ſhe ſhould 
explain her ſelf too far before perſons that 
would not have been fuſpitious, had they not 
been intereſſed in whar the faid to me. I be- 
gan a ſomething freer converſation with theſe 
Ladies than I did with the Abbeſs. I knew 
already that it was not 1lly taken by them that 
I was nor over ſerious, and that they uſed i 


only to thoſe from wig they tear envious re- 
> ports 
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ports, and cauſeleſs cenſure : But with me 


who was but a Young man, and a lover of 


mirth, and who only was there for ſometime, 
and who Celighted in nothing more than re- 
Joycing ; It vere time loſt to ule formalities 
In a firſt Viſit; in effect they received my airy 
humor not ily, and ranged themſelves to It in 
a moſt agreeable manner: Tn my lite T d19 re- 
ver {ee more wit than were in thoſe three La- 
ales ; all that rhey ſpoke tparkled, bantſhing 
thar Monacal Humer , : hat poyloneth all the 
teſt of a Felipicus Ladies diſccurſe that is 
infeted wi'hi. TI believe it wiil not ſeem 
tedious to you 1f T delineate the Pittures of 
thoſe I ſreuk of as T did that of the Abbets , 
eſpecially one of them which was her Sitter, 

who is ſhe that hath the greateſt part in this 
comer agen who writ the Letter you Juſt now 

card, 

It was a Virgin of an admirable ſta- 
ture, whoſe shin was extream white , and 
the turn of her face Oval the eyes fair and 
fiery 5 if ſhe was deſeFive in any thing ,it 
was that ſhe had too much perfe&ion 5 her 
woice was very ſweet, and ſhe would fing di- 
vinely;never was anything better ſhaped,nor 
any thing a a purer Vermillion red than 
herlips 3 the whiteneſs of her ivory teeth 
did anſwer admiral well to that rare 

| Car- 


{ 


|| ſuch ſweetnzſs , that there could not breathe 
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Carnation 5 and the air which proceeded 
from that amiable mouth was ſomething of 


a purer 5 we wmst add to theſc lovely Fea- 
tures, that ſhe had as much wit as any could 
have, and\an mderſtanding that knew al- 
waies what to ſay; and that would ſay no- 
thing but what was worthy admiration 3 
her Soul was the ſaireſt that ever virtue 
had a hand in formine. 


The piece ſhall here end : they are grown 
troubleſom fince they are not A-1a-mode 3 PII 
only fay,that this Lady had nothing commen 
in her, and that all was rare and pertected 1n 
her : Tae other two Lallics were two | erfons 
very witty and handfome, the one had fome- 


thing more of Jutt.e and fire than the othea; 


but this in e:chanze had ſomethings more of 
fincerity , which thing hath renctel her alſo 
a more particular Fr iend to the Abbels her Si- 
ſter. T diſcourſel for ſometime with theſe 
three Nuns upon matters almoſt inditierent , | 
where I enteavoured to produce what wit I 
could ; they for their parts did mlracles to 
{uftain the Converfation, eſpecially the Abbels 
her Siſter ; this charming Maid ſaid nothing... 
but what I thought ſo particular and clear, 
that I believed there was but her in the world 
that had ſo much wit. and that knew how to 
FF 2 turn 
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'turn it in ſo admira7le a manner ; the Abbeſs | 
at length 1e-entred : and truly in zood time 
1: ſhc had the leaſt deſire to conſerve what ſhe 
had won of me, for to cell you the things 
az they hapned ; the merit ot her Siſter ſee- ? 
med too preat to me than to dareto give her 
leſs than a heart ; and I was juſt upon changing }. 
my mind as ſhe fore-tcld me : I had been per- 
Jured inteed if her preſence had not re-kin- 
dled the fire, that the firſt ſight of her had 
excited in my Soul : He: Siſter did neverthe- 
leſs prevent the farcher progreſs ; and I con- 
feſs to vou were it not for her, I ſhould have 
Joveil the Abbeſs very well ; all my eſteem was 
in her divided, and tenderneſs had followed 
this eſteem it I had ſeen her firſt; and it her 
Siſter had not ſe'zed upon the better part of 
my heart. T leit not the PaiJour almoſt al! 
that day , but conve:ifed fometimes with one, 
and ſometimes with the other of theſe two 
aimable perſons : infonnich that theſe begin- 
nings of acquaintance increaſed fo much in 
tenderneſs through the ſucceſſion of time. that 
IT may in truth ſay , that IT never loved any. 
thinz like them. T believe the company 
don't dejire that I ſhould wake too long a re- 
hearfal cf rhis adventure, nor that I ſhould re- 
cite every ſmall circumſtance : Go on with 
your ſtory anſwered the Lady Sindal, who 
ſpoke fer all che company 3 we will not have 


you omit any particular that may be of any 
ſmall 
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{mall conſequence ; and you muſt ufe as much 
hdelity in your relation, as gallantry, We may 
permit him ( adcel the Dutcheſs ) to omit a 
great many ſmall circumſtances which he may 
relate to us at other time3 , for we have now 
no remainder of time. I would continued 
the ſaid Lady in ſpeaking to the Cavalier Jhave 
a little knowledg how and with what alr you 
managed your affairs with t hefe two Ladies, 
and being as you ſay, in whit manner they 
could ſutfer this diviſion; for I have ever 
thouyht ita thing very «ifficult to deceive 
two Miſtreſſes, with much more realon two 
Siſters , which you almoſt alwaies fee toge- 
ther. TI cell you (anſwered the Cavalier ) 
what hath hapned to me in a Year and a haits 
time , In which I had the honour of their ac- 
quaintance; for the firlt time of my ſeeing 
them was bur a day anda half; but there was 
cauſe enough left behind for my ſpeedy re- 
turn; and to tell youin aword, all the time 
of my abode in this Province, Teverlett them 
the later , but it was' to re:urn the ſooner : 
At firſt I would conſul: wirh my ſelf aoour 
the different ſentiments I had for the oneand 
the other ; and I found ( at leaſt it ſeemed.to 
me ; rat I loved the Abbels, and that I hag 
a very great eſteem, and a very tender Friend- 
ſhip for the other; and although ir be not 
ordinary, ye: it is true, tha: being charmed 
with the Beauty and Mildneſs of the firſt, TI 

F 3 was 
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was in the ſameinſtant powerfully concerned 
at therare merlt of the other, and had for 
her a ſtrange longing to fee her even in. the 
preſence of the Abbeſs. I needed not to have 
over-ſtudied my actions yer, if there were any 
one of them remarkable in favour of the El- 
der, the Younger would attribute it to the 
Quality ſhe had above her ; and the Elder 
wou d take for gallantry of wit all the obli- 
ging languaze I paſled unon her Sifter : it 1s 
true, that this ſimple Error could not long 
continue; the more we love, the clearer is 
our eye-ſipht : infomuch that both of them 
having takena littleeſteem for me which be- 
fore they had not, they then began to miſtruſt 
one another, and to regard my actions , and 
examine my words with a deeper confiderati- 
on then before they did; ſometimes one 
would tell me that I praiſed her Siſter with a 
certain Exageration Proper to nothing but 
love; the other would reproach me that I al- 
wates ſought the company ofthe Abbels, and 
that I was feldom in a g0o:) humor, bur in her 
Converſation. All thefe uſual complaints are 


_ but the Over:tures of a clearing Evidence; tt 


muſt appear after a vreat many windings, and 


you ſha!! hear in what manner. The AbbLels 


her Stiter, wh9 If you pleaſe we willcall Catz 
Ma was the laſt that pur the queſtion , who 
profpere ! rhe better ; however ſhe ſought the 
oppor tunity ct a particular converſe wich me, 
Wo | which 
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which ſhe found ina time when her Siſter was. 
bei about fom? atairs e:ſe-w here, from 
which ſhe knew ſhe could nor be viſtenſed;and 

-Jooking upon me with the tenlereſt look rhat 
Lovecould paint out, or delineate in a Vitaze 
art to recelve its imprefſion. 

Sir, Cavalier ſaid fhe 5, it is no longer 
time now to diſſemble with you in any 
thing : you want not wit , and you know but 
too well that you are not indifferent to me, 

theſe five or (ix moneths have [ ſeen you 2 1 
ever was yet ſo poſitive with you upon this 
matter , but now T'll do more for you than 
you can exped# from.a Maid of my humor. 
Tt is to aſSure you that the eifezm and ten- 
derneſs buried in the Cabinet of my Breaſt 

for your ſake is none of the ſmalleſt; if 
you know me you will find that a declarati- 
on in this manner js notrifle and if you 
doowe m? any ſmall Obligatioz, it is for 
having told you what T might have layer 
hid in the obſcurity of my heart all my 
life. | 

— theſe joyful Raptures, where the efet5 
of the Grace ſhe did me dill lift me herhand 
T{alured, (not knowing how to fortear ) a 

thouſand times, and teſtifying by the acceſs of 

Wy joy, even to witat point of happinefs , I 

confide- 
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conſiderelJa declaration ſo charming and fa- 
vourable had brough* me. Bur ſhe intercup- 
ting mz, bid me 1n retiring her han let her 
make anend ſaying 1t was yet no time for me 
to anſlyyer. 

If you believe, (aid ſhe, that the favour 
T 14:4 you in opening my heart to you meri- 
teth any achnowlede ment from you , let me 
know in permitting m2? to lock into yours, 
what T a going to demand of you's Tow 
art a perſon of Honour , and it would be 
foo low-ſpirited a thing of you ts deceive 
people,efp:cially thoſe that have both eſteen 
and friendſhip for you. It is not now that I 
perceive M i411 the Abb:ſs to have ſome 
znclinxtions for you , ſh2 doth not hide her 
thoughts from 112, becauſe ſh: knoweth wot 
that T have the like Sore + But ſh: imagi- 


meth nat that you love another perſon be- 


frdes ber, and if T may believe your eyes, 
your heart hath nt a little Tatelligence 
with hers; t2l] m2, and tell m2 truly; Do 


you tncerely Ive her ? to the end that with- 


out 2 1kinz any further progreſs, IT may S$4- 
crifice to her in the moment Tnow ſpeak to 
To. AFthatT hav: that tendeth towards 


T 0t. ; 


I 
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T have till ſo much rezſon in me as to render 
Juſtice to my. Rival , if you would have me 
cai'l hecſo; and to acknowledls thar ſhe doth 
very well merit your whole heart ; ſhe is too 
miltruſtful, and roo well perſwa led of her 
own worth , to pzrmi: you to divile your 
heart wichanocher; and to ſpeak the truth , 
al:naugh I am her younzeit Siſtec, I am fo 
jealous of thele fort of Treaſures when I have 
them once in my po Teſſi9n,that it would be no 
lit:le trouble to me to ſurrender up that place 
to her wherein I ſhoul1 be eſtabliſh21. Conſult 
a little, and —= Madam, (aid IT to h-rin- 
terrupting her ) not beinz able to contain 
my ſzlf any lonzer from not anſwering her , I 
ha41n»t need to conſult any mare lt 15 not two 
dayes ſince Texplainel my inten*s to your Si- 
iter , woul1 ſhe hal unJlert>od me. I ac- 
knowlels tha: her go01 Nacure an1 Civility 
hith engazed m2 in miny thinys which I ro. 
from you; bu: if Imuaſt pay thzſe Ovlizatl- 
ons Tl owe h=r wich a Feirt, beltzve m2, LE 
were th: moſt inzracefull of all ma ; and 
tha: T have givea i; to you in ſuch minner,n? - 
ver to be ſeparate] b2 it for who itwill: tt 
waz on T n30)1p in the evening when you" 
were in th- Gur lea, tha: ſh2 took ozcation to 
tell m2 :h20e waz no more tha on? (t2p wan- 
tins to ain th2entive poTelſi 3n of hc heave, 
which was to break with you. Waoa: man you 
by chis Propoſi:ion Milam faill) being fur- 
prize 
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priz2Jat wt fh2 fail: Will you be {5 uniuft 
as ro mike m2 buy your heart with ſuch baſe- 
nels. Cin 1 my ſ2lf b2 fo w-ak as to obey 
you? yo1will pardvn m2 1ti you pleale : Bu: TI 
beiteve It Is no< 1n exrne'{t you woul-l mike m2 
this criminal, I uderttanl you anfwere 1 he 
preiea-ly, an11 pecceivel thz fault char my 


imoruleace hil mil2 m2 commit; you do 


no: eſt22m my h2act at ſuch a rate az to enzage 
yolin a Jof5 lik? thi: of my Siftzes 3 but how- 
ever, d9 you know th2 ſeariments ſh2 hath for 
you, an113 the any on? that poſſeiſech whar 
you miy prereal of her eitzem? I know not 
Malam, C anſwece1l ) wha: paſſe:h in your 
Siftzrs h-ar: ; bu: in fine, I never receivel 
atty thiny from h2r but Honour ; an1l fhoul 1 
be the lorcoiwtullett man alive 1f I had given 
her the leaſt o-caſion of reventance ; however 
yo mult reſolve replie 1 ſhe with a coy an1 
diſlainful lo5k, or think n2vec to pretend any 
thinz in my heat, I! no: re 120 it, but on 
thoſe tem: ; afer thoſe words I enleavouretl 
to explain my ſelfto h-rall at lenzth, becauſe 
I would no: zive hecany more cauſe to doubt 
ofth> inward pa Taze3 of my heart; but ſhe leit 
me wi-h5u: {o much as 2iving m2 the letſure 
toanſiyer he in piving m2 tn2 longer tim? of 
thinkinsg, Th. continu2 11 in fpeaking to 
Ereidii:- this Converſacion paſſe |, wh2:her 
ithe tha: Sh2 vw 9uld fin1 m2 alone, or that ſhe 
z»p.eh21Jed m2too foon;,knowing of whatſhe 
£4 wou'd 
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would be ignorant of: The Lady Abbets 
hath nor ſpoke any more to me ofany rings 
to tell you the truth, I thought her Fair 3 her 
charins ſurprized my tendernel(s in rhe be- 
ginning,and what for her I ſuffer,a true trien 1 
Is not unworthy of; that ranck I cannot reiule 
her . and if you ſhould order me to the con- 
trary, I could not do otherwiſe. T his char- 
ming Laily di.l forejoice at the ſincerity with 


* which I ſpoke to her, and at what hai paied 


berween her Siſter and me, that ſhe wil:inzly - 
conlente:lat that part of my Frien.:{ſhip I te- 
ſtowed upon her Eldeſt Sitter , an 1 bejievel 
that being aſſure1 of enjoying my heart E11- 
tirely ,, it woul41 but i!] become her to ask 
more: Weletft one another with much con- 
rent, and more love, at leaſt oi my tehalt. 
This ſweet tenderneſs I hal for herat firſt, 
had already taken the forme of a very ſtrong 
paſſion; and this paſſion increaſe datly , 
while the love 1n which TI firit ſcorchel, for 
the,Abbeſs was half diminiſhel unzxpeSte lly; 
this fo obliging an.1 tender confirmation 
which Taidta hay maniteſte.l ro me of her love 
] thougi: ſo charming, that by this means 
ſhe fiviſhe | her Cenqueſt in ſubduime rhe 
remain:{er of my heart , an hath left for her 
Siſter only fo much as coul:1 make me ſay T 
T di inn: hate her, nei-her-c414 T look upon 
her moie than as a Friend whom I hala 


deire to conſerve, and to whom I owed fome 
 Ob- 


[76] 


O-ligation ; ſhe perceived ir preſently , and 
whetner ſhe touni out fome alteration in me 
by my behaviour towards her, or whether ſhe 
apprehenaed her Sifter ſince the time I had 
toll her; I perceive. 1 that ſhe took very grear 
notice ot all my aftions, an1 that ſhe had nor 
that confidence in me as formerly ſhe hal been 
accuitomel to have, ſhe took plealure even 


not to betieve me any more in whatever I ſaid 


to her ; but with her Siſter it was not fo: 
However, jealous ſhe was of her, nothing was 
vitible , and ſhe woul1 mention me to her as 
one whoſe hea: t ſhe feared not the loſs of; ſhe 
would fome:ime3 cauſe her ſelf to caſt Jelits 
upon her, when fhe would endeavour to do a- 
ny thing for her ſake , in tellin her the care 
ſhe took was unprofitable : So that ar Jaſt one 
day when Tgidta was trouble:1 thar her Siſter 
would by all outwar.l circumſtances bear the 
Conqueſt from her , when ſhe knew the had 
no reaſon for it , told her that it ſignified lit- 
tle to her to make a Trophy of a heart which 
ſhe ſo illy kept , and that others perhaps poſ- 
ſeled in a better manner than ſhe. T believe 
anſwered her the Abbels with a voice no leſs 
{corntul, than full of diſdain, to have ſo good 
a part in it , that it were folly for any one to 
dilpute 1t with me, or if they did, it were in 
vain if they dare to do it. Cgidia wanted 
no :eply : Ad this difference wen: ſo far.that 
they not being capable of being Foere 

they 
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they were parties, they were content with 
a commen conſent, ſince'they cord not read 
thoſe Chaacrs that are writ upon the heart 
to refer themleives ro what I ſhouj i ſay, and 
to enzaze metoexplain my felt betore them 
in ſuch nianner , that fhe tha® 1oun+ the har- 
deſt uſage, would wi iing!y ſacritice her inte- 
reſt in me to the otter, T imagine that this 
converſation had ſomething very fingular in it, 
Gthar there waz pleatu e zrcat enough tor one 
to have heardtherr; his refolution being made, 
Ccidia.who was a pridew Lady,and who ſaw 
in what ſhe had enzave her felt, would have 
been glad to have revcke: ir, and would ra- 

ther have renounced ail rhe Toy ſhe could 

have promiſed her ſelf in fuch a Viftory, for 

ſhe was in very good hopes of ovtaining it , 

than toexpoſe me to the trouble rhar this De- 

claration would cauſe; wherefoie the fame 

day ſhe writ theſe Lines to me. 


SIR. 


Have laid a Wager , which whether T 
I looſe or win, Tam furiouſly intereſſed : 
Ie are to aemand of Tou an Explanation 
of your mind , where it is pretended that 
you mnt , and before Witneſies you may 
have reaſon to fear 5 after Dinner declare 


towards which ſide your heart leaneth; if 
Z 
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© T conſult with my ſelf well , 1 know what's 


due to me from you 5 but alas how know T 
what may happen ! I cannot renounce my 


Wager , ſince T was urged toit, the Glory 


- bad been too ereat for my Rival had IT re- 


fuſed 5, Trconſent, rendring Juſtice to me 71 
pour heart, that you ſpeak in favour of my 
Siffer. Adieu: tell her You love her bet- 
fer than me; but howcver love me better 


than ber. 

This Note bred ſome {mall diſtubance in 
me ; however, ſince I was to take one part, I 
rook a reſolurion without any more tallancing 
the matter in whar I had to do, and anſwered 
this No:eliI remember to this ec. 


MADAM, 
| Begg your pardon that T am conſtrained 
to be dzscbedient when T am obliged to 
it, the paſlages of mHmy heart fall be 0Pen 
to Ton, and Tour Generoſitie ſhall not be 
paged with infidelitie. It is true , by out- 
ward appearance it may: Nevertheleſs ſince 
zt is You that is engaged , T will even in ap- 
pearance do all things on Tour behalf” but 
after ſuch a proof of my Love, will Tu be 
perſwaded that T love Tou as T ought. T 

begs 
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begg thepermiſſion of Tou after T have unde- 
ceived Tour Siſter, to let me retreat at ſome 
diſtance for a ſmall time , ſorthere is #0 
doubt but Tour Wager will Lreed coil Con- 
ſequences : it lies in your power Madam, to 
canſe a remedy, and join my place to bear 
the ill-Inck that may enſue , pmce it hdth 
been Your pleaſure to trouble your ſelf bz- 
therts, Adien, 


I gave this anſwer to-the Lacquey that 
brought me the Note, and in theſame inſtant 
bid my Valett do all things in luch good order, 
and without any noiſe, that we might 1f 1t 
were necefſary be ready to depatt Juſt atter 
Dinner. 5; paſled the reſt of the mo1ning in 
the Garcen, where while I waited for Dinner, 
I was meditating on the Queſtion they were 
Prepa ing to a:k me. I omitted teiling of you 
in the beginning, that this is one of thoſe Co- 
vents where the Religious enjoy a Avi] Liber- 
ty, and where their Parents or particuſar 
Friends have the permiſſion to enter, and ſee 
them in their Lodgin®s, which is a moſt 
iweet Commodity fcr Galants to pals for par- 
ticular Friends, it being indecent tor the Re- 
ligious to permit deciared Lovers without 
a ſcruple 7 dined with the Abbeſs as I ordi- 
nartly did, and appeared very much catt _ 
ann 
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and Melancholy at the Table, contrary to my 
uſual cuſkome 3 for commonly I uſed to di- 
vert the company with much celight , and ſel-> 
dom failed of that heac rhat giveth the belt 
reliſh toa Re-paſi : : The two interei.ed La- 
dies were the tirtt rhat obſerve:i me. The Ab- 
beſs began to dilcourſe very obligingly to 
me, to put me Into a better humor; an4 ſce- 
ing I mate her no antwer, ſheat laſt asked we 
What IT ailed that I appeared ſo dull? IT told 
her it was a vreat paln in my head that T had 
been taken wi: ever ſince the morning ; ſhe 
had negje&ed nothing this day to fet her off, 
and although the Ornaments oi the Religious 
are almoſt all alike , I acknowledg that ſome- 
thing I found in her ſo particular and fo plea- 
ſing to me, tha t with her ſweet and winnin 

Carriage which ſhe uſed , the reſokution I ha 

taken to break off quite with her, began to 
perplex mie 3 and had not her Sifter been pre- 
ſent, ſhe might perhaps have been enough to 
have made me revoke it : There was ever two 
or three more Religious, her Friends that 
commonly dined with us , but after Dinner 
they abſented themſelves. We needed no 
body to witneſs the Scene that was to. pals 
among us three , I mean the Abbeſs , her Si- 
ſter, and me; for in rhe humor I was in, it 
was almoſt a trouble ro me to keep my Teeth 
alunder. The Abbefſs rouched again upon 


the Melancholy ſhe ſaw in my Viſage, and told 
me 
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| me that ſhe never ſee me in ſo ill 'an humor 
before; and that 1f I would do her a pleature, 
: I ſhould telſherthe cauſe of it: I anſwere] 
; heras before, thi: I was rroublel with a 
great pain in my head; but fuch a tmall In- 
diſpoſition would no: paſs with hr, judging 
by my eyes that there was ſomething more 1n 
it; and ſhe prayed meto 1eiate the truth to 
he-, adding wi:ha)l wich an alr till of aſſurance 
| thar | was no: befere jufnicious perſons”, an 4 
that if there was any thinsz tha could cure my 
dijtemner, that I would obiize he: fo far as 
to rejace it ,, that I mizht be afiurel tha: ſhe 
was a rartaker. an : that I wronze1 her in de- 
nying her 1o ſmail a fe: istadtion : I believe not 
; faid her Siſter C to hinder me irom anſwertny 
| her) that he hach any thinz troubles hin 
more than wha: he ha:h ſaid : It 1s often feen 
{aid ſhe, that perſons endewe'l with Wir as is 
the Cavalier,are ſubje& to thele terrible pains 
of the Heal; and they paſs by theſe evil mo- 
men:s from one extremity to another, I mean 
from evcefſive Joy to exceſſive Melancholy. 
You believe Siſter then replied the Abbels 
very coldly ,, that You know very wel] the 
Gentlemans diſtemper, becauſe You rake upon 
«. You toanſwer for him; 1» the mean time Dil 

| not imazinelt to be whac You {ay , but I'll 
/ believeno otherwiſe than what he will ſay: 
| However laid Egidia if he woud te auvilel 
by me, he ſhould not diſcover bis rain to any; 
G , 


"I. 
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T know it, and it is ſo much the worſe for 
poujee that know not how to judge of it. Be- 
eve mefſaid rhe Abbeſs with a malicious ſmile, 
that if I ſhould ask the knowleiz of him, it is 
Not that T am 1vnorant ofit; but it is to di- 
abute ſome body ; ail 7 won ler they will 
make difficulty of un lerftantinzs the truth 
now which methinks they have fo much deſi- 
re.l toknow ; I was in the rizh- too much 
continue.l ſhe. ſince T ſee fyme repent for be- 
ing enzaged fo fir. By your leave Lavies 
{aid Tinterruptinz them on a fudden , let mz 
alone as Iam, ler my pain be whar it will, 
and from whence It will, I neither will nor 
can be cured; if it could be, IT woult only 
deſire to ſufer Jeſs 3 for my part ſaid the Ab- 
teis who meJdle not with Divination, and 
who do not penetrate fo deeply into Hearts 
as my Siſter. T would fitn deſire him to ex- 
plain to us the Nature of this paine ; and for 
my part ſince 1 am not intefed with the Vice 
of iaſenſibility as many people are. I might 
give him ſome eaſe if it lay in the Circuit of 
my power. No: hing could be more gallant- 
ly and favourably ſaid on my behalf than this 
was; and I was juſt now gcins to anſwer her 
accordin? to her deſire, had not a ſudden look 
which Egtidia caſt upon me put me in mind of 
my promiſe, which made me filent, not know- 
ins what to ſay : This admirable Lady per- 
cetved my trouble, and took up the word ve- 

ry 


| 
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ry yell for the purpoſe : it is true ſaid ſhe, 


thar there are certain.ſorts of Diſtempe:'s that 
for their recovery the parties afflicted mult 


have Recourſe ro thoſe perſons that cauſed 


them ; but the Cavaleer is not ſick in fiuch 
manner ; however it is con:zinued ſhe, I ac- 
knowledg my ſelf 1{o ſenſible otail that con- 


cerneth him, that I hould not willingly {utter 


him torelate his pain before me, nay thouzNh 
I might be capable of giving him eaie. . For 
your part Malam faid ſhe in ſpeaking to her 
Siſter, if you are ln. that mind you may glve 
your {e}f that content ; bur you ſhall give me 
leave to retire then iff you pleale : Anq after 
ſhe had faid rhele words, ſhe went away; info- 
much thar IT remained alone wirh the Abbefs, 
who thinkiny ſhe had triumphed , told me 
witha Joy ſhe had much to do to conceal thar 
ſhe {ſaw well that her Sitter had reſigned up 
my heart ſince ſhequitted the party , and that 
it was ſhe that mutt cure wy Diſtemper z but 
titar this was not yet all, the would know of 
my own ſelfafter what manner ſhe was eſtabli- 
ſhed in thi:theart, and how ranch beyond her 
Siſter, that ſhe had given me time enouvh ro 
conſider on It ,, and that one part I muſt take, 
which was-either to deſpair the obtaining a- 
ny thing often lerr.eſs from me. or elſe to re- 
folve not to Aividea thing which ſhe deſired 
th en: ire poſſeſſion of, that ſhe would grant 
me a imall tender eſteem for her Youngelt Si- 
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ſter, but for the heart ſhe only muſt have it, 
and that ſhe knew how to ule ir ; after ſhe ha4 
ſaid al} thele rhinzs wi-h much Gallantry, ſhe 
was f1lent to hear my anſwer ; bur I anfwered 
nothing , andlI believe that my ſilence alone 
_ enough to Le underſtood by her ,, and 
that ſhe rook It as an evil Omen: ſome mo- 
ments after ſhe ſeeing me prepare to ſpeak as 
one that had been muſiny what to ſpeak , ſhe 
did it before met o hin er me from explaining 
my meaning, thinkin : it would not have been 
very favourable on her behalf: Oh Heaven ! 
faid ſhe, how little reaſon have I to be ſatisfied 
now? Were I not in an Humor to forgive you 

every thing, and had I not ſome pity to ſee 


' you thus melancholy : Go intoyour Chamber, 


and there repoſe your 1elf, that's all the head- 
ake requires : I 1! rake -care that none ſhall 


trouble you: I retired with this permiſſion, 


bur confuſed like a man that knew not what 
to ſay ; bu- I was no ſooner got to her Cham- 
ber door then ſhe called me back again , and 
faid with an air full of ſweetneſs, Sir Cavaleer, 
hark you, I wii! meet you this Eveniny art 
Eizh: in the A-bor that is in the Jaſt Walk , I 
ſhall exped& you there with one of my Friend. ; 
if you love me you will nor tall. What do I 
fay replie1 ſhe preſently ; if you dil not love 
me you are too gallant to miſs a Rendezvouz 


Thar I appoint you; there's nothing that I 


know of can make you diſpence with it; _— 
an 
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and do nor fail then; in ending theſe words 
ſhe ſmile] and entred into her Cloſe:,rhere to 
h1fe from mea fſmal] bluſh which 914 inſtanr- 
iy afc2nd her Viſage, but for whar T1] not tell 
you, Hut in -his manner fail the Cavaleer, en- 
drd this converſation which I ſo much drea- 
ded. I believel nevertheleſs that I was r1l of 
this i:cumbrance better than I did think I 
ſhould. an1 thar T had avoided very much 
rrouble In not Heing conſtrainel to explain my 
min1 before theſe two Latlies unon the choice 
my Hear: ſhoul1 have made of them. Bur 
yet T could not forbear to fear the Evening- 
mee-in? IT apprehended her deſizne by it, and 
ro be the Jaſt at of Grace; however ſince 1 
muſt, an4 ſince I was reſ9lved to hide nothing 
from her . through unworthy Equivocations ; 
1 thnvch: i+ herrer ro make uſe of this occa- 
fion when I ſhould ſee heralone, to dizabuſe 
her wholly. than to ſtay any longer. The Ho- 
nours an4 Favours T received from her aug- 
mente] daily and rendred my ingratirude the 
greater. I determined than upon this Decla- 
ration . and was the remainder of the day ; 
after Dinner yreparine my ſelf for it in my 
Chamber ; they went to Supper a little after 
hx of theclock . that they might: have the 
more time to walk in the freſh aire; I ſeemed 
lefs Melancholy at the Table than I did in the 
morniny. Exntdiatook notice ofir , and ſhe 
who had ſought me a very great while with 
| WG 3 extream 
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extream patience , for to demand of me how 
the caſe ſtood with me , .and her Sifter judged 
not wellon her own behalf, ſeeing me in ano- 
ther humor ; and didetedtively beltevethat 
T had hetrayel her. TI rook notice how diſ- 
compoſe.) ſhe ſeemed , and how 1 itrle ſhe eat; 
this though: fo perplexe1 her, ſhe had ever 
her eyes upon the Abbels of me, to endeavour 
tofſurprize our looks, and penetrate intoour 
hearts, to ſee whether we had no intelligence 
one with another to deceive her ; ſhe had not 
the. patience to riſe from the Table with the 
reft,- but at length upon a light pretence ſhe 
left ws, and retired into her Chamber , from 
whence ſhe ſent one ofher Friends(who quit- 
ted herſelf very handfomly of that Commiſſi- 
on) to tell me that ſhe ſtayed to ſneak with 
meas ſoon as I had ſupped, I failed nor , 
and took fo good a time thar the Abbeſs who 
was entertaining two or three Ladies that 
came to Viſit her , did not in the ;leaft per- 
ceive it : I found this Lady tn a very melan- 
choly poſture leaning upon 1 Table, who pre- 
ſently told m2 rhat I was not a little cbliged 
to her for h1vins helped me out of trouble at 
her Coſt, and that ſhe doubted not but her 
Siſter haq reape] the advantaze, bur that for 
my ſake ſhe would not repent it ; and when it 
was for my Repoſe , ſhe would facrifice all 
things, even to her heart it ſelf, and after- 
wards ſuddenly changing her diſcourſe; _ 
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by . what Charme faid She ? or fo ſpeak 
better, through what engagement hath Ma .zm 
the Abbeis rendred You your Jovial humor 3 
for me-thinks you ſeem to be very plealant 
this atter-noon : Alas ! you were lo melan- 
choly this morning, nave You: fome gaze 
of her heart that gives You {o much Joy, 
ſpeak Cavaleer, and conceal nothing from me! 
You have betrayel me, and doubticis You 
knew not how to ſave your ieli irom che han-!s 
of my Adve:fary , but in this manner. What 


do You ſay ( Madam anſwere1l ) thar.I have 


betrayed You? Ts it poſſible that You cal 
have ſuch a ſulpi:ion ? pray vyouchſafe to tell 
me what grounds. You have for it ? believe if 
You pleaſe that far trom having thought it ; 

I = No, no Cavalcer {ald ſhe interrup= 
ting me , I lce well that You know me not : 

I know better how to Love than Youthink I 
do, Your heart I aimed at .,and I have lone- 

times doubted whether T ſhouj:1 come to the 
end of my alt in the manner I defied ar no, 
My Siſter I contefs ha th gien me many cauſes 
of trouble upon this Enterprize , an | T have 
been allarumed at the ſmalleſt caſt of her eye, 
and a continual trouble hath nor ler me enjoy 
In quiet the pleaſure there 1s to believe when 
one loveth that one is leved again ; but after 
all theſe afiaults, T begin to be now ſomething 
perſwaded that it might perhaps endure thus 
2 great while, were it not for the reſolution I 
| Ss have 
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have taken to make- You change : You muſt 
then Cavaleer(continued ſhe )ſettle your Love 
wholly-upon tne Abbeſs , andendeavourr to 
pea none but her; perhaps i: will not be ſo 
trouwelome to: you as to me ; but however 
ſhe muſt take rhi3'a3 an Oblization from my 
han 's, an{lecher know that ' T 'was the firſt 
tha: ſpoke of it'to You, and that infreated 
you tOit. Tacknowledy ſaid ſhe ( In makins 
a fin to me thar I ſhould not interrupt her) 
that I finl-ic troubleſome enouzh to me to 


loſe you; an1 that what T do now lies heavier 


upon me than death it fe]f; however I 1 con- 
quer-it-, and if I ha-e any power over You, 
You will doas 1 ſay, and will look upon me 
as no more than one of your good Friends. 
As ſhe was proceeinp to perſwade we to this 
alterati-p , ſome fey Tears which fell from 
her Eyes mauzre he be: tayel her; and I ſaw 
her fo ſtrange'y burthened with grief, that 
my heart was ready to 'bu ft with pitty; nei- 
therhad T power :o anſiver her but with a ten= 
der embrace. - T a:itmired in my ſe} Fat the Ge- 
neroſity of this Lady, «@n | to what extent the 
Love ſhe had for me wout1 rea h: that tender 
ypaſhon which T diſcovered through the midft 
of herTear:. pierce the very bottom of my 
hea*t, and ma-ie me wl:h facility to determine 
rather to loſe tho lizht., than ro wake an alte- 
ration. I alſo male a thoulanJ Oaths to her, 
and in the condition wherein Þ was, not bein= 
344 - 5 | | 3. | capd- 
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carable of any cold Expreſſton ; I expreſfel1 
my ſelf ſotenderiy, thar ſhe had no longer a 
mind ro looſe me, TI 'intreated her that this 
mizh*- be the latt time of her ſpeaking to me 
of athin> which ſhe rnei:her muſt nr could 
ever ob-ain of me , That my! heart ſhould al- 
waiez tend towards her,, and that I would 
break off with Ma-'am the Abbefs. ſhe endea- 
voured to diTwale me, and aſſure4 me that it 
would bur precivitate my ſe f an1 her too; 
bur i- was all faid ro no purnoſe; an with 
this deſign in my heal T quired the Cham- 
ber, excuſins my felf upon ſome tfmall bu nels 
T had, for tha: I flayeil no lonzer with her, 
and to[1herbeforel flenr T woild Viie her 
again. I would not ive h-r any N++1-2of my 
rrivate meetin?, leſt knowing the ' =(2]ution T 
had taken fhe hid not took a Fancy ro detain 
me, and done her enlexwwourto hincier this 
meeting; it was alrealy paſt the :tme. thar 
I was to meet hen; an! rhe tears of charmin2 
Extidfa had ſo well diſpoſe1 me to do all 
thinss on her beha'f, that I die:1 with impart- 
ence to render that teſtimony of my Love.af* 
ter ſhe had given me that of the tenderneſs 
and goodneſs of her heart. TI was then at the 
place the Abbefſs appointe1, and found her 
where ſheexpecte:l1 me with one of her Friends 
_ wholeft us by our felves ; as ſoon as I came, 
the told me ſhe began to be weary with ſtay- 
ing for me, and that if I had tarried a mi- 

S. nute 


Lovers deſe:ve to be excuſed at thoſe infideli- 
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nute longer , ſhe woul1 ſcarce hive pardoned- 


me.] believe Madam faid I ( coldly. enough) 
that I ſhould come at any time in time enough 
for what you may have to command me : ſhe 
was very much ſurpriſed ar this anſwer after 
thoſe obliging words with which ſhe accoſted 
me ; ſhe endeavoured to diſſemble it, and 
wirhour ſticking at my uniuſt coldneſs, ſhe 
uſed me : he ſweet lieft in the world , there was 
no enzagin? art which the did not uſe, no 
charme wich which ſheſerved not her ſelf: ir 

is eaſie ifa V Voman be but fair, and not indif- 
feren-to You, to tin! a thouſand charmes in 
her if ſhe have a deſire to pleaſe. This of 


whom T ſpeak did preſently preſent to my 


view the power of her Beauty : This great 
reſ>Jution which T had taken againſt her , be- 
came by little and lirtle if not unprotitable to 
me. at leaſt very weik ; ſhe (1d renda thouſand 
rokens of inward tenderneſs from me wi-hour 
knowins from whence I drew them ; it was 
No more the perſon I would forſake, ſhe had 
ſuch ful! poTefſion of me in that moment, that 
T had ſcarce any room left in my thoughts for 


_ the idea of amiable Cgt>i2: To ſpeak the truth, 


this Abbeſs was well skilled in the art of re. 
warming a heart when ſhe pleaſe! ; it was im- 
pofſible ro defend ones ſelf from her: One 
woul.{ think that ſhe had imyloyed her whole 
Life in the ſtudy of Charms; the moſt faithful 


ties 
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ties ſhe cauſeth them to commit, for it lies NIX 
11 the power of man to do his duty when Ine 
ie to ſeduce him. Bur nor to keep you 
longer in a place where there are too many 
things to relate : I acknowleds har ſhe is rhe” 
only perſon that hath made me know my felt 
beſt. no one can be aſſure. of any thing avainit 
a Woman that uſe:h compylaiſance. Tf this 
Fair-one was not fully farisfiel withme ſhe 
had alſo bur lirtle reaſon to comylain. There 
is cne thing which perhayvs may ſom hine 
ſurprize you after the leſion I had taken. and 
which might cauſe your i|' opinion of me, had 
T not told you that this Abbefs had Cha'ms, 
againſt which there was jno reſifance 3 it Is 
that IT prayed her my ſelfnot to preſs me to 
declare to her what ſhe defired to know of 
me.,. and that the would content her ſelf with 
the power ſhe ſaw ſhe had over me, .it was 
ſuch.(C that to freak the truth , ſhe: might 
If ſhe had pleafed have made me commir the 
blackeſt perjury inthe world - but ' by. good 
chance ſhe was gladto go no farther, beca!iſe 
ſhe perhaps feared the not proſrering', net- 
ther was It a time convenient for her; ſhe hal 
hal.advice by thoſe ſhe conſtantly kent , to 
{py me with her Siſter of the Converſation l 
had with her, and how the tears were ſeen in 


. her eyes ; ſhe caſt ſome railleries upon me con- 


cerning it*, and told me that ſhe knew when T 
firſt accoſted her , that thoſe Tears had made 
ſtranve 
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firanve havock in my mind ; but however the 
would pardon me , hopiny that in the ead I 
would be actuitomed to ſee Folls weep; ſhe 
ſpoke all this, and many other things , with 
ſo winning a Behaviour, that ir was impoſſi- 
ble for me to be mved ; in the mean while 
it grew late, which IT hinted to her ; bur ſhe 
took It nor weil. and rold me T was the im- 
rtinenteſt Gallant that mi-h+r he in the 
the world; but ye- I was corſtiained to re- 
tire, and a tentler fare-well which we took 
each of other male un the hyſineſe as well as 
ever; all that ſweerneſs with which ſhe hal 
loaded me with could not reift thoſe ſmoaks 
of repentance which charge! mv h-ar: wich a 
horrible Gall when T was from her preſence ; 
this is yer n-thiny I defervel it fora puniſh- 
ment for thoſe minures T ſtole from Exivia, 
and with whom T ha1l fo failed in my duty: 
The Ahbeſs me+ her, and maliciouſly azked 
her where I was; I know not anſwered her 
Ent>ia . Hut T believe thar being a little intil- 
poſe1 .. he is retire] ſome hin» enrly +o his 
Chamber : You are miſtaken Siſter . anfwere1 
her the Abheſs . ant T roJd you bur now that 
T knew his diſtemner better than you , I have 
adviſed him +5 come an: take rhe Aire in -he 
Garden an1tol1 him tha: would cure him, 
3s indeed I believe he findech himſelf now 
better > You may. know of himſelf it is nor 2 


minute ſinceT left him : Egidia was the = 
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ſurprized of any in the world, an1 fo confuſed 
that ſhe knew not what to anſwer her, ſhe 
knew not how to hice a part of her retent- 
ment from her , with which the Abbeſs tri- 
umphe4d with unſpeakable Joy, and fo left her 
in that cruel condition. - This poor Lady 
knew not what to imagine after what I faid 
to hernot two hours ſince, and the Oarhs I 
ma :e toher, ſhe had tro good an opinion of 
me to have lizh:ly believe1 what her Siſter 
mizht have old her on another occaſion to my 
Ciſaurantave ; but in this e could neither 
| doubt norezcuſe me. The Treaſgn(was too 
| manifeſt, and ajl:hinzs ſtood acainſt me; ſhe 
was at firſt ſhaken with a thouſand” different” 
; paſſions, ſo much oppreſſion lay upon her at 
; once, that ſhe was no more the ſame perſon, 
| we ſooneſt believe what we tear moſt: The 
| firſt thitg ſhe had a mind too'was to fee me, 
| and p:efenctly ſent for me by her Lacquey. TI - 
| came to her, and by the eazernels I perceived 
| ſhe had to ſpeak to me, I ſuſpe@ed the truth; 
; I imavined that this meeting had not been 
© kent ſo fecre: but ſhe mult have had notice of 
:of it, but not that the Abbeſs would havere- 
qvealel] it, --- my Curtoſity invited me to dive 
' 41nto the truth of it ; I found her by her ſelf 
4!n a ſmall Parlour, and where in approaching 
{her I ſaw her fo troubled and changed, that 
{I no more doubred he: knowledg of my being 
{inthe Garden with her Sitter ; at firſt ſhe did 
; not 
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not ſpeak to me, and for my part the grief 
in which I was to know my ſelf culpable, cau- 
ſed the ſame etfe in me.as angerand jealouſie 
did inher; ſo tha: we continued ſome mo- 
ments w:thour ſneaking one to the other ; but 
at len>ch the broke ſilence ; where have you 
been fai1 ſhe wich a low Voice (withour fo 
much as caſtin” her eys upon me ?) I anfwered 
her that her man had met me as I was retiring 
ro my Chamo3er, Why would you commit 
(replie i ſheraiſing her Voicea little.and Joo- 
king upon me with eyes fuller of pitty than 
Choller):a new Treaſon : Did you make fo 
many yrodmifes to me this Evening but to de- 


_ Ceive me with the teſs difficulty 2 what have | 
T done? — Airer thele words exceſs of | 


griet ſtopt her Voice, ani the was going in- 
toa Swoiunl TI am not able ro repreſent to 
you the con !i:19n wherein I found my ſelf to 
ſee the peiſ:nT ſo Jearly loved lyea dyinz. 
How crue! are theſe mom-ars ? what happineſs 
were it for me to rdye all>. if Heaven would 
bur hear me .. and nor ſmile ar thoſe Evils 
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which Love make-h mefſiie. : I lookel upon | 


this Lady az a man immoveab'e, not having | 
the power to help hr, nor rOcry Our: This | 
eakneſs which took her. an which was no | 


forma! Swound in givinz her che liberty 


though but dimly ) of her fohe, ſhe fi up- 


on my Face a grief, which ſy5ke to h=r cn 


my behalf; and-nothins (as ſhe told me fince)" 
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014 raiſe her from this her cruel diſpleaſure | 


than to fee how much I was concerned. This 
ſilence and my concirion made my peace with 


he:, and all her e1icf hai not the power to re- 
ſiſt the fatisfaftion ſhe 1ecelved from mine. By 
o00d Fortune thee raitſel by in the mean 
time rwo Nuns, who ſeeing he: in the condi- 
eicn T before told you , they :an towards us, 
believing that ſome one of thoſe Accidents 
had hapneito her , which the Nuns are fre- 
quently ſubjeX& to, there came more people; 
and this News raiſe 1 a diſturbance in the Co- 
vent ; Madam the Abbeſs was one of the firſt 
that heard it, nevertheleſs ſhe endeavourel 
nor to run and ſee : for my part I retired as 
ſoon as I ſaw there was people enouzh toaſlift 
her , and although the Abbeſs ſent twice or 
thrice to ſpeak with me; I delired her to ex- 
cuſe me, and to ſtay til] the next morning to 
tell me her pleatu-e. Entdia whom they had 
carried to her Chamber, and who was already 
come to her ſelf, not teeing me by her bed- 
fide, in atime wherein ſhe be jeved thar if T 
loved, I wouldbe Jeatt abfent from her, ſoftly: 
asked a Maid that waited on her if ſhe knew 
not where I waz: This Maid who ſaw me go 
into my Chamber ar th? ſame time that I leit 
her Miſtreſs, and who hal ſeen the Tears run 
down my eyes, made her a faithful deſcriptl- 
on of it , which did extreamly trouble her; 
and ſhe antreated her Sitter who was ſer don 
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by her to ſend for me, but the refuſing , ſaid, 
that ſhe hal gone it twice already to no pur- 
poſe , aniithat ſhe ſhould make no more un- 


profitable entreacies to me. CEgidia who had 


a great Leſire to ſee me, and who could not 
endure that I ſhouJd continue all the Night in 
the forrowful condition wherein I was, had a 


min. to try whether I would come ſooner for 


he:, ſhe bei1eve4 ſhe ſhould not venture too 


far, nor that it would not fiznifie much to 


her, thouzh ſhe could not obtain more from 
mer han I had granted her Siſter. She ſent 
then tne ſame Mal 1 to me.,in whom ſhe had no 
ſmall conti.:ence, to te] me that if T had the 
leaſt defire of her ameniment . I ſhould ſee 
her betore ſhe '!ept , an-i that ſhe would ex- 
pet me i: I had any ſmall love for her : T am 
not able co teil you how ready I was to Obey 
her Commands ,thoſe that have loved may 
with eaſe imavine. TI entrei her Chamber, 
where was no Body wi:h her but the Abbets, 
and who waired with impatience to fee how 
this ſcene would paſs; they both preſently per 
ceivel how my counter.ance changed : I know 
no: what the Eideſt though: . bur I know 
that 1 raiſe] Titty from che othe-; and this 
poor | ady beheld me with an air ſo render a1.d 
piercins, that I coul!! not torbear though in 
the preſence of her Siſter to caſt my ſeif at her 
feet, and to takeher by the hand and Kiſs it 


with innumerable Kiſſes, which I allo bathed 


with 
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with Tears which I coull not retain : F dottht 
Not but the Abbels ſaw ſuch ſenſibilities with 
an uhwilling afſpe&, they were cruel itroaks, 
tor which ſhe could not forbear_ Jeclarinz 
her reſentments , thouzh ſhe uſed her utmoſt 
endeavours to hide a part : ſure vSifter ſaid ſhe 
(witha Note which {urprizeli us ) the Cava- 
leer muſt have committed ſome g1 eat injury a- 
galnft you , by the manner of his C:aving 
your pardon ; you cannot refuſe iuch ſpeaking 


Tears. Nevertheleſs, if you will take my ad- 


vice continue i ſhe in 111in7 to begone, you 
ſhould do nothing before he hath promiſe.1 
you , rhat he wiil neve fail again into the like 
Crime. Tl a'iure yau ke cannor promile it; 
but he will be perjure 1; make this ioft peace; 


I will retire to leave” you by your feives, for 


I imazine you do not deiire me hereſor a wit- 
neſs: I turned my head to anſwer her, bur 
fe was already gone out of the door, and ſhe 
ſrare | me the difpleature I ſhould have had in 
wandrinz by ſome words from the reſpect I 
owed ner. 1 remai:.e:! alone then with Eagt- 
dia. an{ more perple.e1 than if the Abbels 
had beer pretent ,, fer although 1 had many 
thinss to tell her, TI knew no: how nor 
which way to t:ke, ant ſilence was the cny 
Languave | uſe i, Bur the who ſutferel to 
ſee meatFited, althouen i: was for her ſake, 
aiter ſhe hal en'cavoured to re-afure me wi h 
her looks ſhe brake ſilence, well Cavaleer faid 


H ſhe 


= 


\ oa 
\ : 


FAR RD VL 4s ZEFdih-7.6 


" Lt; pe _ Os YE 0 


[98] 
ſhe in claſpinz my hand , dowt you repent 
that you have betrayed your beſt of Friends ! 
think well upon what you faid to me juſt now! 
how had you the heart then to deceive me ? 
Speak , are you not. the injuſteſt man Jiving ? 
She made a great many more reproaches 


to me; to which ſhe added a hundred of 


things which I cannot repeat to you in the 
manner ſhe ſpoke to me. Ina word,to come 
the ſooner to a ſubjet which in the very re- 
lation of it to you doth mollifie my, inclinati- 
on: ! juſtihed my ſelt to her as well as I 
poſſibly could, and I confefſed ro her the 
Rendezvous , and what had obliged me to 
meer her, and the reaſon I had to conceal it 
from her, that at length ſhe became well fa. 
tisfied with me, and mhre courteous rhan ever 
before ; and ſhe ſhewed me more tokens of 
tenderneſs than ever I recet yed from her be- 
fore; and thus we moſt agreably acquitted 
each other from the pain and trouble which 
we ha.] had this Evening , we never loved 
better 3 ani this ſmall intervale of rime 
ſerved for nothing bu: to kindle the fire the 
more that devoured us ; the time was already 
paſt in which Civility ſhould conſtrain me to 
retire. TI deſired not to enjoy the diſpleaſure 
of ſtaying till the Abbeſs lent to me, which ſhe 
mizht do : But my ill luck weuld have It, that 
all the doors of the Convent being ſhut , ex- 


cept that of her Chamber which I muſt of ne- 
ceſtity 
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ceſſity paſs through to go to mine : *Tis true 
that inthe condition wherein I was,being for- 
tified with'the powerful Charms of her Siſter, 1 
made but very little refleftion upon what T had 
to ſear: I examined nor the danger that mighr 
be, and I felt Egidia fo firmly ſeated in my 
breaſt, that I was even glai(at leift it ſeemed 
ſoto me) to find an occaſion to out-brave 
all the Enchantments of rhis fair Abbeſs., TI 
guided my ſteps, than ſince I could not avoid 
ir tha- way, and went into the middle of the 
Chamber, where I faw her alone and undrel- 
ſed; ſhe art firſt deſired me to ſtay a moment 
with her : Texcuſed my ſelf, pretending that 
It was fomething too late, and that I might 
incommode her 3 she anſwered me that she 
knew very well how much I was perſwaded 
that I should never trouble her at what hour 
ſoever ; but to avoil the Ceremonies which I 
might have made her; upon this she coni- 
manded me to takea ſeat and fit down by ber, 
that she had fomething to fay tc me, and 
would be obeyed : if Madam ( anſwered 1 ) 
you will be pleaſed bur to ſtay till rg morfow:. 
I tell you no replict she abriiptly : I will once 
more haveit now : an1know ſail she, that to 
2unifh you for the ſmalnefs of your Complai- 
ance, It is not ſo much tc oblice You as to 


| trouble You; I turned this Conſtraint into 


Raillery, which I termed a ſweer Violence, 
becaufe it was alfo impoſtible for me : o diſo- 
H 2 bey 
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bey her, for she had shut to the door; ovE 
of which Ishonld go: I told her then becaul} 
I woul1 not ſeem uncivil , not having a mind 
to break off in this manner with her , that the 
Violenceshe uſed to cauſe my ſtay , was excee- 
&dinz charming , and that there was no man 
living but would take it for a favour at that 
Houre : I do believe anſwered she that it 
weuld be eſteemed ore in the thoughts of ma- 
ny civil people , but not with You , and un- 
leſs one ſwounded away, it were in vain for 
oneto endeavour to Oblive You, and to let 
You ſee that one hath an affetion for You : 
we muſt expett in requital nothing bur ind if- 
ferency and diſUain it ſelf  Lbelieve it were 
unneceary ro make a lonzer Relation of what 
the Abbeſs\failro me, and, of thoſe things 
which 1 anſwereil her : it ſufficeth that You 
know in brief that it 1s but my ſeeing of her 
that muſt shake me in my ſtrongeſt reſo)uti- 
ons. Once avain I know not what feebleneſs 
I received in her preſence , Hut *tiz certain 
that ſherendred me quite diterent from what 
I was before, and thar I remembred no more 
the defi2n I had mace to forfake her . ſhe was 
{5 full of Charms that Evenings without her 
Ornaments of Apparel , that in her negligent 
Garb appeared a rhouſan'i Artitices. I muft 
ſay no more to You. except [ havea defire 
You ſhould think me the grea-eſt Deceiver and 
Trayter of all men. I Giayed more than two 


full! 
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full *hours with this Faire Enghattereſs » 
and left her like a man that had_hargly- the 
power to go: How great was her Joy ? and 
how pleaſing her triumph ? it was ny more 
one inliiferent that deſpiſel her Favours , it 
was 4 reconquere iLove: that lett ner with re: 
gie:; It is nevertheleſs certain that I paſſed 
the reſt of the Night with much ſorrow, and 
that I made my ſelfall the reproaches 1magina- 
ble the Charms of that Fair-one . had rats In 
them, that'they never poſſcſſe4 m2 but in ths 
time I faw her; but a moment atterwards , 
when I was deprivei of her fight , | would 
come to my ſelf, an4 would fee my Crime, and 
could not repent enough :. in the firit Viſie T 
]ave her Siſter, *I rendred her a faithful ac- 
count of all chat had paſſed berween rhe Ab- 
beſs an1 my ſelf, conteſfinz to her part of my 
Perfidiouſneſs towards her , which ſeeing.with 
what air I confe7ed them, she did in truth bur 
laugh at jt ; Nevertheleſs she had a mind to 
be reven2e1, and torender the like to her d1- 
iter : I:hall rell you what she di1, I have al- 
ready made You to underſtand that, tgeapart- 
ments of thele two Ladie: are no* f r alun- 
.der, which. was #he reaſon that they. would 
+be almoſt alwaies tagether although they lo- 
'veleach other but little. © Egtdid .kiiew bow 
herSiſter, had” a orear 'mind to ſeize: tipon a 
Piaureshehalofmet, and which I-had gave 
her ithekept it cloſe. lo-ke4 up inh er Cloſer 
1340s þ H 3 for 
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for fear she should be deprived of it ; and as 
in effe& the Abbeſs waited bur the momient to 
find an occaſion , 'Egidia gave her a fair one, 

bur 1t'was after she had taken this with her; 
She left her Cloſer open , and weiit to walk in 
the Garden, and gave her Siſter time enough 
to fatisfie her felf if'she had found what she 
lookell for ', and had not* that which for her 
Repole she would have deſited 'not to hive 
ſeen : The poor Abbeſs perceive! nut the 
malice her Siſter deſigned her: She went as 
ſoon as she came in to ſearch for the Piqure, 
bur invain ; bur hhwever she thouezhr she had 
nor altovether loſt her labour , havin? found 
her Siſters Cazket open ,, *which was full of 
Nores and Letters which he had Wri It to her ; 
shelocked her ſelf in her Cloſet ro take lei- 
fure to Read thern ; and ro prevent a ſurprizal, 

<he made even Coppies of two or three of the 
Chiefeſt, whereT mentioned her. of which this 
her.” by which you may Judge of the 0- 

C Er 


MADAM, 


Ame in deſpair when T hear you ſay 1 

Love T on 20t , and that the Abbe ſs u: 
the poſceſſe on of my beart;render me juſtice 
if Tou know Your ſelf well , think, that 
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could divide my heart as Tou ſay, I wonld 
at this inſtant deprive Ton of one half of it 
fo puniſh Tou for Tour. incredulity 5 fear 
nothing, poſſeſs this poor heart in Repoſe , 
and let the appearances alone for Tour $i- 
ſter, which T cannot refuſe her withou paſ: 


Jing for the moſt ingrateful of all men as I 


ant in effec. Adien. 


| You may perceive thar this Letter was not 

_ over-obliging for the Abbeſs , and I ſuppoſe 
- 1t1s not necelſaty for me to tell You how 
much ſhe was enraged, the ſhame.defj:ite, and 
zealouſie to ſee her ſelf lo ſlightei by one to 
whoin ſhe had ſhowed ſo many Tokens cf her 
Goodneſfs,did at brſt inſpire her with the cru- 
elleft deſipnes that ever any Woman w as ca- 
pable of; ſhe forſook the Cloſer in a Fury,ha- 
viny fiiſttorn all theſe Lette.s in a thouſand 
pieces as ſhe would have done my heart ; and 
were it not for a Lady who was one of her 
Friends, and her Confident in all thinos . IT 
know not. to what point ſhe had brought this 
her reſentment. 

T his Lady who was altogether endued wirh 
prudence , adviſed her on this account wirh 
g60d intentions , and endeavoured to bring 
her to her ſelf again: She told herthat the 


ſhould be careful of her behaviour , and that 
H 4 noile 
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the noiſe which ſhe mizht make upon ſuch a 
buſtnefs coul:{ never turn but to her diſatvan- 
taze. and that ſhe ſhould manaze her Con- 
ut accorcing to therank ſhe he! 1; an 1that 
1: would be ho good example for the other 
Nuns. But what means 15 there to dizeft fo 
cruel! an afront? ' All thit this good Lady 
£coull obtain of her was , that ſhe would not 
ſeeime al! that day for to have the more time 
to conlider what ſhe had beſt ro do. Extita 
returned after her Waike , an enrring into 
her Ciofe: , ſhe found all things diſortleretd, 
and, the Le:ters in the condition before-men- 
ti-ned; the rleaſure of Reven»ve which in a 
VVomans mind Is the greateſt livinz,male her 
to taſte ( upon this occaſion) conten-ments, 
which to comprehend , you muſt be VVoman 
43d Lover tovethzr , ſhe could not Jonz con- 
tinue before ſhe hid declared ro me all thi; 
Adventure, for which ſhe rejoyce1. as think 


_ Ing ita 200d part ſhe had playe 1", ſhe endea- 


voured however to prepate my felfto hear the 
News without anzer, and callinz me into het 
Chamber. ſhe aske1 me my Opinion; and whe- 
ther ſhe hal ſpoile.l my deſigns with' her Si- 
ſter? I anſwere.l her that on condition ſhe 
was nor too much concerned her ſelf, T took 
ic not illv. At length ſhe related to me the 
effefts of her Siſters Jealouſie. and ſhowel we 
1n what condition my Letters and Notes were; 
I feemed to take little notice of any _ 
pag Ut 
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but in truth 1 approved not her-Condudt, and 
when I came to make refiezion upon all that 
I ha iwrit to her. I could have been olad it 
ſhe hal mae uſe of another meanes. and that 
hzr 1evenze hal taken up ocher weapons :, I 
doubted nor bur that the Abbeſs was in a 
ſtrange paſſion , and that this buſineſs would 
produce ſome ill conſequence, in which Egi- 
bla would be the firſt that ſhould ſuffer. TI 
coull1 not refrain from ſaying ſomething * to 
her, and-aſfured her nevertheleſs that T would 
not 13 any-wiſle Contralif her pleaſure, be- 
cauſe n2r wiil was fo Lent ,, but that knowing 
{o weil as 1 did her Siſters humor, all i feared 
was from her behaviour, and ;hat ſhe fought 
not ſame-way to revenze this upon me.I {poke 
this to her In 4 way tenge; encugh 3 however 
Exidia did not take 1t fo,, bur looking on-me 
witha ſpitecul ſmile , T-fee {aid ſhe what it 15 
that allarms you, an that I have not ufed you 
well : Go Sir Cavalcee ſail the inriſng trom 
her place to be gone;. go caſt your. ielf at her 
feet; and ſwear to her that. you a:lore her, and 
a:k her pardon - for all that you have writ to 
me. I Malam (anſwered I her! ) will you 
torſake me thus ! and thus diſown my Heart ! 
Ah giveme leave if. you pleaſe to tell you, 
that you know me bur too illy, and that I am 
ready to avouch to her all thar I have of paſſi- 
on in my breaſt for you. Obſerve, if you 
pleaſe require of me the greateſt token of my 
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Love, You may, and I will give You the whole 
day for You to take this pleaſure in, for to 
morrow I ſhall be gone, and you ſhall ſee how 
little T will be concerned whether I be well 
or 11] with the Lady your Sitter ; this reſolu- 
tion ſo ſuddenly taken , did a little furprize 
Cxtia , and ſhe was troubled that ſhe had 

roceeded thus far , ſhe embraced me tender- 

y, and did whar ſhe could to cauſe me to 
change my deſign , but with much trouble, 
and I left her at length without promiſing her 
any thing very ſure: The rett of the day I 
ſpent in conſidering what I ſhoujd reſolve up- 
on; all things perplexed me , and T could dif- 
cern no better way than to be gone. But one 
thing which T found very difficult was , how I 
ſhould take my leave of the Abbeſs, which was 
a duty I could not well omit: I muſt doit, 
and I took my time when ſhe had moſt compa- 
ny with her, to avoid a number of evil re- 
proaches which T knew ſhe would not do be- 
fore witneſſes. T went then towards the Eve- 
ning to her apartment, and asked the Religi- 
ous . whom I met, and whom doubt'eſs they 
had ſent before me , if I could not obtain the 
Honouras to Viſit Madam rhe Abbeſs : She 
preſently anſwered meno , and that ſhe was 
ſomething inliſpoſed ; But having once again 
made me ſome inſtance for that ; ſhe whiſpe- 
red me ſoftly in the ear, and told me that this 


Order was given expreſſy for me , and thar 
there- 
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'qacrefore as a Friend ſhe counſelled me to IE- 
tire. I confeſs that this adventure did not 
ſo much ſurprize me as it wculd have done had 
I not prepared my ſelf from being kindly re- 
ceived by her ; bur yet it is true that I reſen- 
ted ſome deſpite in my heart for this retuſal, 
and that I ha1 not been comforte41 bur by rhe 
meai.e3 I obtaine:l ro acquit my ſeifin another 
manner cf the reſpe& I owe.l her ; it wa by 
writing I would take my Farewell; and fee. 
here in proper termes the Letter I ſent her. 


M A DAM: 


Know mot whether Tou are truly ill, that 

we may not be permitted to ſee Toit, or 
whether it be becauſe T am thought a tron- 
bleſom GueSt here , both the one and the 
other would have perplexed me enough; but 
for fear of being too knowing in learning 
what T might be glad to ignorize,and that 
T might not be more miſerable than TI ant, 
T have deſigned never to urge You more to 
aeclare it to me , and to morrow to be gone. 
Were Tou viſible, Twould enjoy the honour 
of taking 4 Formal Leave of Tou 5, and 1 
beg the. permiſſion of Tow if Tos uy 
pw” w 
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let me make uſe of this laſt way to bid Tou 
adieu in Writing, and humbly to Kiſs Your 


bands. 


w_—— -- 


This Letter as you nv ſee was neither too 


gallant nor too well fiſhioned , my mind was 


net very hufie when T hegan to write it - and 
to ſrealk the truth T muſt have ſeen her to have 
manifeſted any teſtimonies of ten:lerneſs : ſhe 
received the Letter , and made me no anſiver. 
@mitir who faw that T did really intend to 
Jeave her. & who had a deſire to try the _— 
fiorm.intreated me before T went that Tw 
make ſnme ſort of peace with the arte. 
and to vive nn cauſe of talk to the other Re- 
Jigious..whn doubtleſs would upon. ſuch a de- 
arture:; . feadded. further ,: that her Siſter 
would infallibly, believe that .it was her that 
had precinirared me to be gone in this manner, 
and that the would be v)ad to make, uſe of this 
pretence. to find ſubief to furn al] her Re- 
ſenrment unon her ſelf; for my rart who fea - 
red this interview more than death....an41 who 
renrefentred to mr ſelf all the renroaches thar 
ſhe mich: make to me.to which I couid anſwer 
nothins., T knew not haw to reſolve to fee 


her; bur ſhe fair a Metium.” ant we agreed 
berween 1s both thay T wauld* abſent” my ſelf 
for only ſome few daies, waitin® rhetime only 


unti}-che Abbels her mind was ſweetned _ 
Tnar 
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I hat I ſhouy]1 return if occaſion ferve, at the 
eaſt note ſhe ſhould ſend me. TI prepared 
then to be gone the next morning to Viſit one 
of my Friends that lived in the Net-hbouring 
Village; I was juſt ready to mount on Horſe- 
back when a Lacquey brought me a Letter, 
wherein IL, found thefe words. 


S IR: 


AN dare You go and not ſee me , thou 
oſt ingrateſul and loweſi-ſpirited of 
all men ! But no, goe ! for the favour 
would be too great to ſuſjer thy ſight after 
thy perſidious ations : However choſe what 
Tou think beſt, to the end IT may ſee towhat 
extent thy black inoratitude reacheth, and 
if Ton can, forget even that you owe me at 
leaſt this Civility in going from hence. 


Never was man more amazed.nor more caſt 
down than I after T had read this Note : I faw 
that coſt me what it woull1 , I muſt ſee her : 
Tasked then the Lacquey where his Lay was, 
and he toJd me that ſhe expected mealone in 
her Chamber ; I wen: thither , but in wha: 
manner ?- asa Criminal that was going to pre- 
ſent himſelf Lefore his Judge: I found- this 

7 Lady 


CE EC— 


[ 110 ] 
Lady fo forrowful and Sunged, that it was e- 
nough to move the moſt barbarous heart. TI 
know not how I tound my ſelf then, but truly 
IT could not enjoy my ſelf, and the confuſion 
whereln the ſight of her put me is not to be 
expreiſed, She beheld re ſome moments 
without ſpeaking to me, and breaking ar 
length ſilence , what do you here ſard ſhe? and 
why are You not already gone ? I did not be- 
lieve Madam anſwered I her , that I ought ſo 
to have done, ſince I knew I might have the 
Honour to ſee you: I come to rake my leav e 
of You, and bezg the favour of You in the 
ſamer ime to tell me what it is You have a- 
againſt me. V Vhat I have againſt You repliel 
ſhe wi-ha ſizhs ah Traytor ! You know but 
too well. VVeli Madam, faid I to her, fince 
You will that I know , I come to know what 
the Crime meriterh I have committed againſt 
You; ifit be death,my Lite depende:h whol- 
ly upon Your Commands : Deathreplied ſhe, 
alas ! You have but too much deſerved it, and 
in that conſiſteth my greateſt miſery. VVhat 
do You then deſire Madam .rep/ied T very ea- 
gerly, ifa Sword You wait to giveit me, fee 
hereis mine ; an! in ſaying fo, I preſented ir 
naked in-o her hand , and opened my breait to 
her for her ro nierce it; bur ſhe only turne1 
her face another way with thefe words, which 
in yronouncing ſhe ſomething , raiſe | her 


Voice: Cruel one! You are but 11ly _ 
te 
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ted with my heart ! if youthipk thar my Re- 
venye extendeth ſo far az to bereave you of 
Life, I could wiſh only that my Lite were 
| dearenough toyou, 1 would then deprive 
my ſelf of it to puniſh you, but T ſhould miſs. 
the joy I ſhould have in my death to fee You 
breath a deep-fetched ſigh. In ending theſe 
words , a great number of Tears covered her 
face, and the ſobs took from Ker. her ſpeech 
in ſo fad a manner, that my. heart was choaked 
up with pitty, I knew nor what to ſay to her, 
I feared that whatever I faid ſhe would take 
for new intidelities in the trouble I was 1n to 
ſee her in this condition : Neverthelels,ſfince 
it is no difficult rhing to appeaſeja perſon that 
loveth us, and deſfireth to be loved. I brought 
my ſelfat length to overcome wra_ , and 
left her not till I faw- her ina condition to 
forgive me all. TI wilt tell You what caufed 
her to be ſo ſoon won ; ſhe ha1 a deſire to ſtay 
me, an1 it was no pollicie for her to uſe me 
rigorouſly , I was not yet ſo indifferent ro 
her, but thar ſhe thought it troubleſome to 
forſake me quite; ſhe did not ſo much 1s doubt 
(as in Love we often flatter our ſelves , but 
one day to bear away the Conqueſt from her 
Siſter , ſheknew not that rhy Journe y was bur 
for two or thtee dayes ; ſhebelieved I would 
be gone in earneſt ,, and I did her an Obligati- 
on. TIentreated her to permit me ar leaſt to 


mae a ſmall Jorney i nto the _ __ 
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Village; to * which ſhe conſented ſo much thE 
morewillingly , becauſe the had no defire 19 
to have notice taken how eaſily ſhe was ret ur” 
ned to her ſelfagain after ſo manifeſt an inju- 
ry ; ſhe was glac to make uſe of ſome meanes 
whereby to hide her wea' nels, and 'to make 
the world believe tha ſhe was not appeaſed 
but in proceſs of time; ſhe required of me more 
eſpecially, tharT would not acquaint her St- 
ſter with our reconciliation . and that I would 
in no wiſe ſee her in parting , ifI would not 
give her cauſe torerent for thetoo great inJul- 
gence ſhe hal over me ; I promiſed to grant 
her deire, and although Cginia had fen: ro 
tel] me that ſhe would ſpeak with me; I 
 bezw*d of her by one of her Friends, that ſhe 
would diſpence withme for ſomereaſonzwhich 
I would write her, an with which I was alfu- 
red ſhe would reſt fatisfied; to ſpeak the ruth 
I owed this ſatisfaftiontoa perſon to whom 


 T was fo much Obliged, and who had fo much 


k 


reaſon to complain of me : I departe!l then, 
and went to ſee this Frien:l, from whence I 
wilt many Letters to th-ſe Ladiez , and re- 
ceivel alſo many from them in the laſt which 
the Abbeſs fen: me, ſhe entrea-ed m2 to mee 
her the day followinz in the ſame Arbor T faw 
her in before, and that it ſhould be in pri- 
vate eſpecially that her Sifter might not know 
it in the leaſt, an1 that ſhe would bethere art 
' Nine ofthe Clock, and would tay for me till 
Eleven 


area a er ns 
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Elevetta clock ; I clearly faw by this Letrep 
thir the Abbeſs was appeaſed , and chart the 
was merrily enclined , T bellevelI could nar 
handſomly refuſe it, and that I muſt by Policy 
in Love advertize her Siſter of it , becauſe ſhe 


mivzht not comnialn of me if it came to her . 


knowleds as in the laſt Rendezvous.I anſwered 
the Abbeſs then thar 1 would not tail :to be 
there at Nine accordinz to her appointment; 
and this is the Letter ] wrote to her Sitter, 


MADAM: 


F Tou were in my Place, you would 
aonbtleſs do the ſameT am now going 
to do; notwithſtanding Tle aſſnre You it 
7s with all the regret imaginable: T 
received Tefterday a Letter from the Lady 
Your Siſter, wherein ſhe prayeth me to meet 
her aNgine in the Evening in the Garden, 
and forv7geth me above all things to ac- 
quaint you Nth any thing : T believed Tou 
would not takent ill, @ th aty 'u would coun - 
fel me to it your Rf, if You were here only 
fo appeaſe her , ab fear nothing 5 ard 
be perſwaded that notPyge ſhall touch You 5 
219 fidelity is proof againſNell her Charms, 
© I 


and 
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and I ſhall never be better with You then 
when I am with her. Adien. 


T gave the Abbeſſes Lacquey the anſwer I 
wrote her, and my man carried this Letter to 
Cxioia; I fent the Lacquey firſt, and ſent not 
my man but a while betore me , to the en ie 
might be at the Convent before day; and that 
he mignt give her this Letter privately , he 
entred the Parlour au no hody took notice of 


him, and as he heard a noiſe, and it being tco 


dark to diſcern any thing, he asked at a vein- 
ture it there was no body there would vouch - 
{afe to call Madam N— You mult note that 
even then the Abbefs her ſelf who was wal- 
king alone, and without lizhrt in the Parlor , 
becauſe nothing might hinder her from 
this appointed meeting , ſhe waited in this 
place with ex:tream patience tif! the hour of 
her appointment was come; ſhe inſtantly 
knew the Voice of him that ſpoke te her ,- and 
told him that ifhe would any thing with this 
Lay, 1: was the her ſeif; theſe two Ladies 
have the Voice ſo alike, that their moſt famili- 
ar Friends are ſometimes deceived : My man 
who knew not wha: danger there was to be 
miſtaken , an1 who etfeAively believed that 
this was the party he demanded, he gave her 
the Note without ſcrupling , and did even 
imagine that he had very juſtly acquitted him- 
{elf of tas Commiſſion , and that he could 
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not have given it :o her more privately as: I 
had inftruted him. The Abbeſs after the had 
taken the Letter, ſent my Man away again, 
and told him rhatif it were requiſite , - ſhe 
would ſend an antwer. We may with eafe ima- 
gine how great her impatience was to ſee 
what I had writ to her Siſter ; but it were 
hard to teil you ail the trouble ſhe reſented 


_ after ſhe hay facisfied her Curioſity 3 ſhe was 


not naturaily of a bad humor ; an had not 
Jealouſie intermixed, ſhe might perhaps have 
contented her ſelf with converting her Choler 
into injuries : Bur this paſſion 1s not accu- 
ſtomed to uſe fuch weak ſorts of Revenge, it" 
carrieth its deſivn even to an extremity , and 
injured Love is the terribjeſt of Enemies 3 the 
Abbeſs went to ſeek her Sifter whom ſhe found 
in her Chamber. and as it iz common for them 
to talk of me, it was eaſe fo; her ; afrer a ſmall 
winding of their difcourſe to make me the fub- 
ject of it : Ler us acknowleds after zi, Sifter 
ſail the Abbeſs after ſhe had ſpoken very in- 
differently of me, that we are bothj.ery much 
deceived in thofe advaitazeous Opinions 


. Which we have had of this Gentlemen , who 


hath payed all thoſe tokens of good will he 
hath received from us both with no: hinz but 
Treafons : For my part added ſhe, IT am 
now undecelved enough ; and truly part of 
this Obligation * owe to you , for had it not 
been for thoſe Letters I found in your Cabi- 
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binet, T might yet have-been in fo ſtrange an 


error : If youceſie Þ ſhould render you in 
exchange the like ſeryice : But dear Siſter , 
You are ſo muchtor his advantage, that you 
will ever believe let me ſay what T will, that 
there can be nothing more Civil nor faithful 
then what he telleth you : VVhar is it you will 
do? anlwered her Exidta coldly : I ſee not 
the Cavaieer do any thinz to be eſteemed cu!- 
pable , but whereby I may fee that he hath 
a great reſpett for me, and I haveeven Rei- 
ſons for the contrary, I am too juſt to ever 
change that 200d OpinionT have ot him. But 
fuppole I ſhould make youi to ſee ſaid rhe Ab- 
belſs to her, that you are deceivelinyour Opi- 
nion. and that he betrayech you, and thar he is 
the baleſt of men ,, I ſhould pe. haps (precee- 
de:{ ſhe ) not have all that acknow'edgment 
tha: ſuch a piece of ſervice mericeth ; for nor 


to ſpeck falſely ro you , although common y 


we takebur little niealure tn be deceivel1; I 
confeſs my weakneſs in this, that I love better 
to continue in my etTor ; an evil is no evil be- 
fore we feelit and know It ; andif in 
ſome certain thinzs I might have my choice, 
the ſwee. eſt for me would be ro remain in Ig- 
norance. How you areto he pitied replied 
azain the Abbeſs, and hoy little you deſerve 
to be undeceived : Bur you are my Siſter , and 


'T myſt in ſpite of you your ſelf have pity on 


You. Know then that this civil Gentleman , 
; th's 


ed 
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this faithful Friend , how you will be pleaſe 
tocall him, gave me norice by a Letter wNCZ 
ne wrote me this Cay to meet him this eveninc 
in the Garden.and entreated meas much as h 
could to ler it be in private, and that you 
mizh:- know Bothing : If You pleaſe You may 
n5: betieve. me cotinued ſhe ( who {aw hear 
Coun-enance be:in to be troubled, and that 
her colour changed three or four times ) cr 
rather it is but your going with me to give 
you cauſe to beijeve your own eyes, How 
fie ifaſt ſ{oever this amiable Lady was , this 
blow cauſed her to reel; the Infidelity was 
mantite't , and her F ival afluret her of the 
thing ſo poſitively * hat ſhe could have no cauſe 
of doubr . ſince ſhe offered to concutt her to 
the Rendezvous to be her felfa witneis ; ſhe 
agrees to walk wi:h herto che Garden, lhe 
gives her a Sword to kill herſelf, and ſhe will. 
not ſtay a moment from ſeeins her death , be- 
cauſe ir was now their time to go. 

Bur a!l this time fayd the Cavaleer (in brea- 
king his diſ-ourſe) while Tamuſe my ſeif per- 
hays with roo much pleaſure to rejate to you 
a ſtory , where the greiteſt part of Adven- 
tures fezm to flatter me; IT do not confider 
that it doth but abuſe peoples patience ; You 
ough» not to imagine thusſaid the Lady Pins 
bal, for till now no Body hath taken the i- 
berty to Interrupt You , and the ſilence the 
Company hath lent You, is aviqble Evidence 
| F'q tha t 
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that they are not yet weary cf hearing you 1e- 
lare ai; nhele Gaiiantrie:. I acknowledg con=* 
tinue? the in ſmiling. thar I have often ſaid to 
my ieit, rnut rhere was but one man like you 
to whom one miznht parcion fo much vanity, 
and who might have the confience to enter- 
tain us With a Hiſtot y of which he is the Hero, 
You recutre bur Tily C anſwered her the Cava=s 
Jeer\tne Obe tence TI have ſhown You in this 
thing lor whatever You are pleaſed to ſay 3 
Madam, never b>tfore this time had IT the good 


Fortune to re/ate my Auiventures ; here 15 no 


Body here replyed the fame Lady but who 
knoweth you, and have learned even from 
your own lips a great part of the Tranſactions 
of your Life. Notwithſtaning IT doubt ve- 
ry much proceedel the whether or no all hap- 
ne1as youſay. TIfthat be your thought Ma- 
dam replied the Cavaleer to her, and if the 
relt of the Company be no more favourable to 
me, it was In vain that I rook ſo much trouble 


upon me; this Opinion is an advantageto me, 


and ] hope they wi'l diſpence with mefrom u- 


ſing any more ſuperfluous difcourſes, we may 
find ſomething beiter for the Converſation. - 


The Dutcheſs who was Jauzhing with the o- 
ther Ladies to fee the Cavaleer half defeated 
for what Madam Dindal had faid to him, 
woulJc have the Raillery go no further when 


the heard him ſpeakto thar intent , and told 


him that ſhe ptetended not:to have liſtned to 
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him chus long , but to know this Hiory even 

to theend : She auge! further,thar he ſhout: 
not be concerned tor what the Lady Þindal 
{3i1to him , and thar if there was any thinz ro 
be blamed in whar he had related, it was aſſu- 
realy the condutt of theſe Religious 7 adies. 
But rhat iris not now known to be ihe tirit 
time that Love dreiied himſelf in all forts 6f 
faſhions , and was of all condi:ions , and thar 
a'ma1 found no better de!ight thanin the eon- 
verſation of theſe Lavies. 

She prayed then the Cavaleer to make an 
end , the Company alſo began to urge him ro 
it ; he refuſed, and told them it was now time 
to retire, and that he had yer behind roo m2- 
ny things torelate: They judgel it then more 
proper to defer the reſt t11] the next day , and 
paſs the time away with ſome Recreation. Bur 
the Cavaleer anſwered to that, that it were 
not neceſſary for them to ſeek any thins thar 
could divert them more than the Letters they 
had propoſed toread , and that they could 
not without injuſtice favour others more than 
they had done him. Madam the Dutcheſs 
told him that if all hada Hiſtory like his. they 
would be long a reading ; but nevertheleſs for 
fati:fation ſhe ſhould have two rea , after 
which rhe Converſation ſhould end ; and the 
other Letters ſhould . be returned to their 
Owners.. Madam Y'Elus made choice then of 
tyo-more, and the firſt waz for Madamoi- 
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ſeille YArman?. who fr cely conſente1 to have 
ity read , : and ſaid in ſm13; 'INT, that the compa- 
ny mizh: pe hars be ſcandalizel, but that ſhe 


ea-e1 not. Theſe are e theterm 'mes it was Cxpr el- 
—_ in. 


SIR, 


L! you have Writ is ſo gallant and ſo 
Wittily expreſſed , that it would 
Charme me if T already knew not that you 
know better how to Write than love. Love 
dothnot in ſpire ſy much art, and the heart 
ſp-aketh much more innocently than the 


mind. Thoſe reſtleſs hours and Clouds of 


Grief of which You ſpeakof, and which 
You have I rffered for my long abſence, are 

ut imaninury E vils,, and which moles 
Tou not: T know by expertence that You 
paſs away the time very well where Tou re- 


\ fedes, Yon muſt not have the pleaſure to find 


ze deceived and if You deſire to know 
how it 3s with m2 in Tour abſence,You may 
come hither and learn. T was perhaps 
ſomthing too ſoft in the beginning of our 
Engagement to let my ſelf be perſwaded 
th it Tou Loved 3 me , You who never knew 
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what Love was 5, but it is eaſe ſor a Perſon 
adorned with ſo much merit , and ſo many 
Charms as Tou have to deceive ſuch Creda- 
Ions perſ"::5 as Tam 5 however make #0 4- 


buſe of it: Tam not ſo much Tours , but TI 


14y be carried away by ſome other, more 
eſpecially in Your abſence by which many 
perſons endeavour to profit , and do preſent 
themſelves to take up the plice You Occupy 
in my heart. Neglect nothing if Tort have 
any ſmall efteem for it to think it worth 
the trouble of ſome Care 5, and if Tou will 
believe me,return as ſoon as You can. Alien, 


&**c. | ; 


There was none of the Comnany but was 
ſirprizel a* this Leer, an | who could beiieve. 
thas (ich 3 Letter mizhe have been writ to a 
L1iyſn wile a1 reaſonable as was Malamoi- 
leile 2Ar nin; Madam d*Tlus who knew her 
well, woul1 not believe he” exe-ſight , and al- 
k21 hr twice or thrice if i: were tohzr they 
ſeat this L2-rer, an1whe:her they were nat 
miſtaken ? This Laly did but lauzh at their 
won1er ; bir however from bluſhinz ſhe 
call. nat adſtain, becauſe every ones eyes was 
on her. I. believe ſail the Cavaieer to her , 
tha: there 13 not fo much ſubje& of Laughter, 
Ed an1 


- 


EL £22 J 


and that the Gallantries that they write to 
you, gives us cauſe enough of thinking; how- 
ever if is aniwered ſhe him, it is from too gal- 
lant a man I receive them to ca uſe my diſplea- 
{ure , an1 I am at all times reaty ro ſend him 


more tender ones. If we knew You uor fail 


the Counteſs Y Ancpre, we wouid interpret 
the thinss litteraliy , and ſhow yeu little Fa- 
vour ; but T believe there 1s a myitery in this 
Le: ter, and that You are not willins to par- 
take of the Honour your ſelf in the manner 
it is turned ; for my part faid che Dutcheſs, I 
comprehend noching,anl I confeſs that I want 
as great an eſteem as I have ior Madamoiſelle 
D'Armand not to condemn hec.,, but rel} us 
however continued the in a:1drefling he: ſelf 
to thar Laily whar You ſmile at ? an41 whar 
there is we underſtand not in this Letter ? for 
T haveno min4 to change the Onin:on TI have 
of You. Madamoiſfelle vArmany after ſhe 
had thanked the Dutcheſs for what ſhe had, 
thus fObliginely ſaid ; related to her, that be- 
ing ſometime ſince with one of the chiefeſt 
La1lles of the Court, wherea great number of 
Noble Gentlemen Qid ordinarily meet : They 
had rroavoſed a queſtion which had been very 
wittily handled , viz. to know whether it was 
more troubleſome for a . Lover to make a De- 
Claration to his Miſtreſs, than for the Miſtreſs 
to receive it , and that ſhe had maintained the 
Lovers part ; and that it was leſs difficult for 
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aman to fay he loved, than for 2 Lay to 
ſutier it ; and that rhe Baron 2©Z#:3ii (who 
was Aurhor ofthis Lecter) having unciertook 
thecon:rary , the company th2uzhre fir that 
for the carity ofthe at, that the Baron ſhould 
repreſent the perſen of a Mititreis,and ſhe.that, 
of the Lover, that they mizht have the plea- 
ſure of ſeeing how this buſinets would pats ; 
ſheaſſured them that this Gallan:ry had given 
way to ſuch witty things as well in Piofe as 
Verſe. that thouſands of Perlons have been 
divertize\d by it, and that ſhe did alſo in the 
like manner ; fo that this Letter muit not be. 
real as coming froma Galiant , vut as from a. 
ſenſible Miſtreſs , and that th trurh waz,that 
they both of them had il reprefenrel their . 
Pe. ſonages , becaufe rhat the Baron had too 
ſoon ſubmicted himſelf; and that for he: part 
ſhe did not uſe thoſe Cares anil Endeavours 
as paſſionate Lovers ule, The Cavaleer would 
willinzly that Madamoitelle Armand had- 
not juftihted her felf fo weil, and that they had 
but doubted of what ſhe ſaid : Bur the reſt 
of the Company had tco good thoughts of 
her, not to render her that Juſficeas was her : 
due : They found this Gallantry very pleaſing 
and capable of giving much diverſion : They 
enlarged no further upon this to obtain time 
fo” the realing the other Letter, but befere 
they read them.the Dutchefs pul'et this'Song * 
Qn: of her pocket, and gave it ta ——— 
7. | Ile 


LT 
{Jle PArmon", who ſhe deſired to ſinz the 
Treble part of it , and the Cava'eer Cf:pes i 

ſhe deſired to ſinz the Baſe with. her , which 8 
they did in the manner following, þ 
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Bear witneſs now you filver ſtreams & pleaſing l; 
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For if Love once awel in her breaft, for if Love once 
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dwell in her breaft, ſuch pleaſing relief will 


drawn 4/. my grief, &* mibe me a lover that's bleſs 


Fly Ecchs's fly, 

And in your gentle murmriag whiſpers he zr 
My langnifhing and deep Complaints to my dear 

Phillis ear s | | 

Teltber, Oh tell ber ! "tis for ber Taye, 

And wk her when ſhe&l leaveoff cru-lty. 
Ob powerful Love ! 

Come from above, 

And in ber chafte hart go take up ibyſeat, 

Chorus. 
For if Love once dwell, &c. 
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Afﬀer this Song had been moſt harmenicufly 
Sung by theſe two Perſons , they revirne ) a- 
gain to their Letters, and tie 502004 Was ion 
the Baron d'Eparc, with whom Mavam 3'w- - 
lus obſerved the ſame Ceremonies as with the 
reſt ; and ſhe had without trouble theper- 
miſſion to let the Company hear i: :- See here 
what 1t did Contain. 


SI R: 


T= ®xeltion You propoſe me would bet- 
= ter have been your Buſineſs than 
mine; TI ſhould have been willing to have 
heard how Ton would come off in it 5 You 
who never fail to proſper in theſe witty ſorts 
of Gallantry : Nevertheleſs ſince I am not 
permitted to refuſe Tou any thing, and as 
your Friendſhip deſires of me a blind Obe- 
dience , T ſhall tell Tou Ill or Well what my 
Opinion is in what Ton demand of me. 

You would know whether ajealons man may 
be termed a Lover ? Whence jealouſie pra- 
ceeds ? and what difference there is in 
matter of Love between Fear and Jea-. 
loufie 8 
£ 
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'T Firſt mit tell T, ou, that T believe ot. 
 #hat a Jealous Man. Loveth: but on the - 


contrary ſay , that he hateth with 4 Ferri- 
ble hatred, as it is eaſfe to diſcern by his 
A@ions ; and therefore it were very impro- 

per to give him the title of Lover ſince he 

deſcrueth it not. IT muſt according to the 

Order of thines,Firſt tell Ton whence jea- 

louſte ſpringeth: For my part it is my Opi- 

nion that a 11.11 is not Jealous 5 but then 

when he believeth himſ: If unworthy to poſ? 

ſeps the Eſteem of his Miſtreſs: And T dare 
229 Self believe that oxe that is Fealows,doth 
not imagine himſelf Loved, for elſe he 
would not affliff himſelf as he doth: Tis 
folly to ſay as many do, that this V:per 
Love 3s but a meer Fear to lol what one 
Loveth ; a Fealous man won!d proceed aj- 
ter another faſhion : Fear is an unprofiita- 
table Paſſuon which truly mol:fteth the 
Soul, and cauſeth it to apprehend the 
Evils that may diſturb him but it never 
bringeth a man into deſpair , as doth Fea- 
louſte 5 becauſe that it breedteth inus th? 
things which may come to paſi, and yet 
not happen neither. A ſearful man doth not 
alto- 
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mm 
altogether loſe his hope he endeavonrs to 
|  preventby all the meanes poſſible the mif< 
! fortunes which he apprehendeth, tothe end 
' che mayeſcape the ftorm. I ſy further, that 
' theFearin Loveis a ſort of Vertne between 
the two extreams; it is eaſily diſcerned 
that Jealous men are not poſſeſſed with this 
Fear, but rethe? with a Rage, which cauſeth 
- » them to believe that they have abſolutely 
1 loft what they adored; letus but take tle 
X Pains to examineone of theſe Fools we ſhall 
fee that he aFeth not lihe a man that fea 
#3 meth, nor like a Lover that defireth to be 
2 HLoned, but like a defferate and declared 
' Eremy. Prery one naturally bat2th that 
' which giveth them diſpleaſure 5 and what 
greater diſpleaſure can one imagine than 
to think ones felf forſaken and ſlighted by 
that which one eſteeneth and loueth more 
than Ones life « A TFealows wan who is 
perſwaded that he 3s thus evilly treated by 
his Wi: freff cannot love her more 5 hatred 
rf ſucceed this l#9e, and oftentimes Fu 
ry *: Whet trouble to this unhappy man int 
the Finye of this alteration £ What Com- 
bat is there in his inind 2 I believe there is 
he. K #0t hi as 
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«Hothing more terrible , and that the leaſt 
Conncel his mind ſuggeſts to him, is to 
have recourſe to death. When Love 3s once 
Aeparted from the heart of a Jealous man 
(which departeth as T ſaid before ) in the 
moment that Jealoufie is introduced 5 this 


laſt Paſſwn doth wholly Occupy him, ruleth 


bim, tyrannizeth over him, and loadeth 
bins with that affli tion which alwaies fol- 
loweth it : If Tou would yet more clearly 
fee that there is no Love in the heart of as 
unfortunate Jealous man , take more ſpeci- 


al otice, Tou fſhall ſee nothing in him but 


high-carried deſignes, and full of Re . 
verge, he is never contented , be talketh of 
wothing. but death and deſpair ; he wi 

loſe all, he calleth her he adored a little 
before unfaithful and ingrateſul, full of 
Cruelties and Treacheriesz and in fine.the 
leaſt ſuſpition he hath to the difaduantage 
of this Fair-one, he pnaketh a truth of it, 


and aſfureth it as a thing that he hath ſeen; 


he ſegks no more to pleaſe her by bis cares, 
diſcretion, and fidelity , he ſeeketh nothin g 
but her rnine, and aFeth in ſuch manner 
that his Rivals who were perhaps incapas 
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| ble(of Raviſhing her from him)profit by I 


going aftray , and endeauonr to eftablil?> 
themſelves to deſtroy him quite 5 if his Mi : 


he taketh all theſe advancements ſrom-her 


| far Treaſons, he publiſheth them to let the + 
: World ſee that he is not ſo- unwiſe as t0* 


truſt her; he committeth daily new crimes 
againſt her without giving any Reaſons 


| whexefore for which a moment afterwards 
' he repentcth a thouſatrd times. Pray tell me 


how a man of this humor ca# be called 
Lovers and whether it be the fear he hath 


' toloſe what he loveth that leadeth him to 
. theſe Extremities; for my part T believe it 
| of, Tf he loved he would uſe other 
| meanes 5-if it was nought-butfeartvhe#-no-— 
: deited birt , he would uſe ſome meanes to 
 re-aſſure himſelf, and not to make him de- 
' ſpair: T believe certainly that the firit 
 efje® of Jealouſie is the laſt figh of Loves 


here is at length my thoughts in the Queſti- 


| 0: ou hate propoſed s let me next know 
; what Tour Opixion is upon which I will 
y govern my ſelf in all things. Adien. 
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_ This Letter'\pkeaſed all the Company ex” 


treamly , and I believe they had enlarged this 
matter eurther , for the Company thought it 
handlome,and very proper fora Converſation; 
but ar rhe Hour ir was they were all for defer- 
rg of ir for another time : The Cempany de- 
parted after their leave taken of the Dut 

w goand ſeek their Repole. 


utchels 
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CHAP. IV. 


T2 Fourth day bezan by an apreaableſur= 
prizal z The Dutcheſs had cauted by the 
arrival of two of the Faireft Ladies ct the 
Court ; the Counteſs vG:mond ,! and Madam 
d*Eprac rhey had norice that there was a great 
company at this LaJies ; they owed her a Vl 
ſit, an:1 were glad to make uſe ofthat oppor- 
tunicy while they were pleaſingly at their Di- 
verſion : Monſieur d'Arignan was of the par 
_ ty , andaccompanied them in this Viſir 3 he 
was a brave wit, an41 who hada gallant way 
with him for Converſation , and who fulfilled 
his duty very well in the Circle ; as the Com- 
pany enlarged, ſo the Dutcheſs did augmenr 
the expences; if it were poſſible to add any 
thing to rhe magnificenſe with which ſhe trea- 
\ ted her Gueſts. VVe muſt acknowledg thax 
| fince this day it was but a meer profufion thar 
apparel in the ſmalleſt Collafions which ſhe 
gave them in Baſons full of Comfits , in moſi 

. exquiſite Wines, in other Liquors, and ut all 

that a man could wiſh that was moſt delicate. 

; A Ball was their diverſion for ſome part ofthe 

| atternoon , and if T had undertook to relate 

all that-pafſedin this Houſe , I fhould have 

| K 3 ſome- 


\ 
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 ſfomewint to amuſe the Reader from time to 


time with in particulars that perhaps might 
not"AMfpleafe him 3 bur fince I am tyed only 
to the converſations of the Evening , which 
were kept In the green Arbour, mk (not to 
leave my deſipn) refer my ſelf to what tney 
fave layed. The Dutcheſs who had taken 
Srear delight in the Hiſtory of thefe 
Nuns, and who had a cefre that - it 
-mighr ſerve for this Evenines Converſation, 
had intreated Madamaif:lle » Armand to re- 


late to the two: Ladies which were 


newly come, that which the Cavaleer had al- 
ready told them :. This Damſel acquitted her 
ſelf faithfully and wittily of her Office, and 


gave much delight tu theſe two Ladies, eſpe- 


cially to Mavam d*Tyrec, ro whom this Hiſto- 
ry-was not vnknown , and who conſequently 
told the Counteſs 2Ermond that ſhe knew it z 
they had no fooner took their places in the 
Circle according .as they came, bur the Dut- 
chefs addrefling her ſelf to the Cavaleer, 


told him that he muſt make an end of what he. | 


tegan the day before, and that no other que- 


Kion ſhould be propoſed , nor any other Pa- 


ſtime before he had ended the recital of this 


Adventure ; the Cavaleer endeavoured to re-. ' 


fuſe it by a thcuſand fubtleties , and inſtantly 


entreated the Dutcheſs that ſhe would difſ- |. 


pence with him, and he.would not ſubmir at 
J{( but by compulſicn ; that which vexed him 
OT fþ molt 
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moſt ofall was, that the Lady Sinval, aw! 
:Madamoiſelle d'Armand told him that what 
he did was only becauſe 'he deſired intreaties; 


-but however they could not do him a grea- 


ter kindneſs. Notwithſtanding all rheſe Rai- 


leries he muſt proceed in his Hiſtory , he had 


very many Reaſons not to continue it becauſe 
of Madam d'Eprac, who was not ignorant of 


'the leaſt circumſtance as he knew very well 


himſelf. This Lady ſmiled in her heart ro ſee 
the trouble he was in; ſhe had her Eye on him 
on purpoſe to diſcountenance him at length 
he began his diſcourſe at where he had left off, 


-but with ſo great a nezligence , and ſo little 
regard to all what heſaid, that it was no more 


the ſame thing, but a weak and light recital, 


which was nothing like what he had accounted 


before ; there was no Body bur perceivel it, 
the Dutcheſs was the firſt thar-told him that 


it was pitty to hear him relate it in that man- 


ner, and that he ha not this day the ſame wit 
as formerly ; The other Ladies made him the 
ſame reproaches , except the Counteſs YErs 
mond., and Madam d'Eprac whotook his part; 
for my part I believe faid the firſt of theſe two 
Ladies withan agreeable ſmile, thar the Cava- - 
leer never wanteth wit , but that he yet hath 


'more diſlirefſion.& that is it that oblizech him 


to touch bur ligh:ly upon things which may 
injure the reputation of a ſort of People . 
whom we ought to reſps* more than others. 
Es K 4 Anl 
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An4 what is this diſcretion anſyeret the La- 


to aay, an4 before a COMNany who knowecn 


not {o muca-as of whit Countries thoſe are of | | 
Which helpeaketa. 1 ask your pardon Ma- 
dam replyed 12 Countels dECrmopnd to her if 


(] 


therc were none fre Yeſterday that were ac- 


Qquaintei with thele Nups, there may be to 


day who can in.0rm you better than he of the 
particulars of this Hiſtory, Aa Madam re+ 
piyed prelen: ly the Lady @indal, ir is you 
then! I pray tell us whit you know in it: The 


other La:l ies made rhe {ame requeſt to her; 


but ſhe anſwered that they muſt addreſs them- 
ſelves to Madam FGprac , who was a. witneſs 
of part of theſe Anventures : The Cavaleer 
was con fuſe.l ; the Latlies hughed , and the 
Ducheſs told him that 1nftea:! of troubling 
himſelf. h- ought to be glad of this Ren- 
counter of :nding fome body that can reiate 
a Hiſtory which would not ſeem ſo well in his 
mouthas in anothers : the conſequently en- 
gave] Malam d'Eprac to take upon her the 
trouble of rejating it. This Lady did It ve- 


ry obliging'y : ſhe firſt ſmiling aske1 the Ca- 


valeers permiſſion,and ſhe afterwards began in 


this mann. 


Since the Cavaleer ſaid ſhe hath had the 


diſcreſſion nor to name the perſons of whom 
-he ſpoke: I believeyou wilt not require more 


Y 


of me thai you did of him , a thouſand Reg- 
| OE, | ſans 


| 
| 
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Tons forbid it me, and ir would be no vrear 


aJ.ition to the Hiſtory , nor augment the 


pleaſure in any thing which you will have co: 


hear that which T am going to tell you. 

There 1s perhaps no Body here but know- 
eth it is now two Years fin e the misfortune 
that hapned upoe my Family, which oblize1 
Monſieur d'{Zp:ac my Husband to abſent him- 
ſelf from the Court. In this great ſubjeftof 
attlition I went to one of my Friends why 
was a Nun in the Monaſtery of which we ſpeak 
to ſeek fuch Conſolation as I might find by a 
retreat from the ſight of all things that mizhe 
cauſe any rrouble. | 

T'IInot tell you whether what the Cavaleer 
hath told you be true or no, becauſe he hal 
known the'e LaJtes above a Year when TI 
came thither , and to ſpeak the truth what I 
have underſtood 15 not much unlike what he 
hath relate1to You, but I will warrant you 
for the truth of what I ſhall relate to you in 


- what paſſed in my time. 


E was very lovingly received in this Mona- 
ſtery . there was no civility which the Ab- 
beſs ſhewed me not, and every day they 
would firive who could oblige me moſt , jr 
was almoſt a month that the Cavaleer had not 
tezn there. I had heard ſpeak of him ſome« 
times as a very civil Gentleman, for whom the 
Abbeſs had a great eſteem , and from whom 
ſhe often received Letters ; he came a few 
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. Cayes after me. I preſently perceived thax 
cis eſteem had ſomething of much tenderneſs 
nit, and that this Friendſhip had ſome re- 

fſemblaace of Love. The Abbeſs who was 

 endued with much goodneſs, and who pur 
much confidence in me. would conceal: no- 
thing from me ; ſhe would exceedingly com- 
mend her Cavaleer to me; ſhe would rank 


© him abovethepirch of all men, and would 


- not only have had me to applaud him , but to 
have judged her nor indiſcreet in theſe Con- 
cernes ſo long as things ſeeme1 to me not fro 

' gotoo.far: TIdilembled, but when I came 
to know thar this friendſhip wrought the ſame 

\ efets as Love,and that it excited jealouſie in 
the two Siſters, that ir cauſed ſighings and 
languiſhings, that they let fall Tears, I could 

- notforbear declaring my thoughts to the Ab- 

| beſs, and to repreſent to her thar this En- 

- gazement wight one day do her a prejudice, 


+ and that an Amorous affair ought not to en- 


ter into a Monaſtery. She outwardly ſeemed 
-'to take triendly- the freedom 1 uſed to her , 
- biit in truth this good adviſe cauſed her to 
: carry her ſelf but more coldly to me; ſhe could 
have defi red ſomething more of Complaiſance 
-from my Friendſhip, her Diſeaſe being al- 
-moſt without remedy , ſhe could have delired 
-t leaſt that I woul1 have ſupported her in i; 
:thiz occaſioned my having leſs correſpondence 
*with her, and that I ſaw her no more than by 
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 dury , becauſe Iwould not altogether break 
otf with a perſon who hath command where 
T lived, and to whom I had already been ve- 
ry much Obliged ; her Siſter managed ir ſome- 
thing better , ſhe concealed appearances , and 
although ſhe had no leſs eſteem or tenderneſs 
for the Cavaleer than the Abbeſs, ſhe nor- 
withſtanding ated before the world like a 
Maid almoſt indifferent : She had alſo ſome- 
thing more of wit than her Eldeſt Sifter ; bur 
not ſo much beauty : Pl! begin the recital of 
theſc . Adventures if the Company think tr 
requiſite where the Cavalcer left off Yeſter- 
day 3 for what he hath told You to day is bur 
a feeble Crayon of what You ſhall now hear ; 
It was when his Man had taken the Abbels. 
for her Siſter, and when he had gave her the 
Letter which he ſhould have given to the 0+ 
ther, into what a rage and fury did this. 
Fair Lover enter when ſhe had ſeen the Trea- 
ſon ofthis Letter ; the leaſt thing her paſſion 
ſuggeſted to her was tobe revenged on the 
Traytor to cauſe him to be killed, a Maid in 
whom ſhe truſted moſt, and who: was too 
Young to take the liberty to give her advile,: 
- would come every evening before ſhe went 
to her reſt, and repeat to me a part: of her. 
Folltes, at which 1n truth I did but divert. my 
ſelf: The Abbeſs then as the Cavaleer hath 
told You broupht her Siſter with her to this 
Rendezvous , where the Gentleman tailed not 
to 
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to beat the hour appointed ; his Surprizal 
was great as we nay imagine, to lee the two 
Sifte s toze:ner, atter what the Abbelſs had 
wric to him how ſhe woul1 not haveany one 
know of this Enterview, more eſpecially her 
Sifter ; he wjfo remembre-1 whar he had wrir 
to the other, and the entreaty he made in the 
Letter te wrote her , ſhe ſhould not be con- 
cerned ar this atſtznation how nothing ſhould 

rejudice her , he knew n2t at lengch what to 
Ge » an4of a thouſand thouvhts he hal 
1emaining in his B:ain in the moment he ſaw 
theſe Lalies, there was not one which came 

ear the truth , ſo incredible was ir to him to 
imagine that ſich an acciilent ſhould befall 
him in the miſt of rhat cruel anzuiſh tha: de- 
ſpizhrt an 1 jealouſie mae the Abbeſs to ſu*er, 
ſhe reliſhed a moſt exrream joy ro ſee the Ca- 
vzleers trouble; but her Sifker was filied with 
nothing bur vrief for her part , the Violence 
ſhe uſe tocon:ain her ſelf was rhe rudeli thing 
4 heart could endure, ſhe could abide no lon- 
ger there , ſhe muſt retire, but i: was when 
ſhe had conſidere +him from hea'] to foot with 
2 look full of diſ.lain, choler, and indizna:ion, 
an without ſpeakin2 ro him : the poor Lo- 
ye: who beran to waken out of his firſt ſur- 
prizal . fell into a ſecond much more cruel 
when he hat ſeen 1n what manner ſhe Joukel 
unon him and had flad from him ; I knw not 
ſai:lhein ſpeaking to the Avbels whar I _ 

| 0 
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done fo your Sifter rhat in my preſence ſhould 
cauſe her to fit , I exp ed for this Ri. 
gor 5 it is becauſe anfeered him'the Abtels 
coldly, we alſo expefted netto bave ſeen You 
make ſo quick a return , and bea@uſe ye have 
little occaſion for You here. Hz! if it be 
ſo as Youſay Madam replied the Cavaleer to 
her preſently, I ſwear to Yeu Tcu ſhall not 

keep me here much longer, ter 1 hate above 
all to incommode people. But however Ma- 
dam aided he preſently, I hope You will not 
take it T1] ifI oo to know of Your Sifter her 
ſelf if this be the reaſon that Obligeth her to 
treat me thus : after that I ſhall continte with 
You no longer time than for to bid You adieuz 

and in faying that he ran towarde the Fair 
atflited one whom he overtook juſt as ſhe was 
entring into the Monaſtery. What's the mat - 
ter Madam (ſaid he to her quite out of breath} 
that You fly me? fay rather periideous ( an- 
ſwered ſhe him) that I ſhould not ſee thee ; 
but ar length . thy Treacherles are diſcovered, 

and thou ſha t deceive me no more, tor white F 

live V1! never fee thee more: After theſe 

words ſhe went in, ſhut the door upon her, 
and left the fad-hearted Cavaleer in the pitti- 

fulleſt condition a man could be reduced to z 

he will tel! You himſelf that be was a hundred 

times ready to kill himſelf, and that he would 
have fald a thouſand Injuries againſt her,cquld 

&e have heard them ; his Conſcience repens 
| C 
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ched him not. of any 1 ad, , he thought 
he had done nothing againſt his -duty in this 
aſlignation., ſince ne had give: her notice by 
a Letter, and he. knew vecy well that his heart 


towards this .Fair-one dia not deſerve the 
name of Pertideous : Sorudea treatment made: 


him take a rdolution to be gone,withour ſtay - 
ing any longer, hoping that time would make 
his Miſtreſs know the wrong ſhe was in, or 
that deſpite and abſence would -cure him of 
his Love : The Abbeſs who had followed him 
cloſe to have hindred an explanacion , came 
In the ſame inſtant ; he accoſted her in a man- 
ner which teſtified his deſpair , ad ſcarce be- 


"holding her ; what you told me Madam faid- 


he to her , is more true than ever I thovgtir, 
and the air with which I am here treated is ſo 
ſtrange, that it maketh my wonder fo much the 
greater, for that I know not the reaſon of it; 
there is no,other way Jeft for me then not to 


remain. a minute longer in a place wahere I am 


ſo ill received. - Juſt fo (anſwearel him the. 


Abbeſs) all Traytors ought to be recompen- | 
cel for their perfideoufneſs: It is how no. 


time replied th: Cavaleer to her to ask you 
What reaſon you have to call me by this name, 
becauſe I muſt now be gone, and deliver you 


from a man who is moretlian importunate to. 


you. T- iz enough for you to remember that 
it was Youthat cauſe] me to come hither to 
day : I came accorging to my promile , and, 
=; EL. yo 
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you have permitted, and perhaps alſo. called 


' your Siſter to come hirher, whom you charged 
| meſo much to keep ignorant of this Enter- 
| view. Yes Traytor ? anſwered ſhe him, all 


overcome by her paſſion, and it is in what thy 


_ + baſe heart hath failed : Tel) me,baſe one?whe- 


ther thou didſt not write what I deſired thee 
to conceal ? The Cavaleer was fo ſtrangely ſur- 


| prizedat this, that he remained confuſed , 


and did effe&iye}y believe that his Miſtreſs had 
revealed rhe Letter he had ſent her. Neverthe- 
leſs not to fall into a greater confuſion ; if it 
ſhould come to a clearer Evidence, he would 
break off upon this occaſion : © I know not 


very well Madam ſaid he to hef'very uncon- 


cernedly what it 1s you mean : bur ifa!l theſe 

reproaches, and all theſe injuries tend only to 

drive me from hence, T aſſure you you give 

your felf a trouble without cauſe, and that 

there need not fo much to. deprive me of the 
deſire of ever ſetting my foot here again. T ant 
going to take my leave of You continued he 
in going to leave her , and Madam Farewelb 
for ever. The Abbeſs ſtayed him, and told: 
him after ſhe had become ſomething milder, 
that whatever reaſon they had to a& (al- 
though) worſe with him than yer they ha4 
done, they would not let him go at the hour 
It was. Whether You have reaſon or nGt ree 
po the Cavaleer to herabruptly, I am ſo 
tle accuſtomedto be received thus _— 
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I 80, that I very impatienciy can bear all the ? 


minute3 I abide here to ger out of che trouble } * 


Tam in : I pray Madam permit me procee.ie: 
he in endeavourins to get loole from her, ro 
Pake ufe of the time that yer remains ; But 
I will not let You go to nigh: faid the Abbels 
to him, and if You think I have yet ſome 
Power over You to oblige You to do any 
thing tor my ſake, You will make 1t'appear in 
this. I have ſomewhat to fay to You, an1ic 
will be time enough ro morrow to do your 
pleaſure. The Cavaleer prayed hernot co ſtay 
any tonger if the had any thing to fay to him, 
an3 that on any other occation : he would re- 
Rifie to her the refpe&. he halt for her , but 
rhat he con!d in no wife ſtay. We wlll fee thar 
ſaid ſhe , and they ſeparated the one from the 
Other in this manner. The Abbefs was like 
thoſe unfortunate Lovers who in their def- 
paires know not whar they would have ; ſhe 
who but a moment before woul1 have been 
ela no: only to baniſh the Cavaleer from her 
preſen-e. bur to ruine hip, had not the power 
to fee hin: leave her, ' What a weak cthinz is 
Choier azainſt an Obie that hath known how 
tocharm us : How 1lly can a heart be reven- 
ged on what it lover? It 18 commonly the 
Ecver only that futfererh , and. one ſeldom 
puziſhe: h thar which is loved : She gave or- 
der ro ſtop rheCavaleers Horles ,.. but ſome-. 
chin; too late, for he was realy to be = 
an 
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{ and he ſeeing the meanes they uſe to hin 
{ him, an that he mult yet haveſcme time to 
! make up his baggage, he choſe rather to leave 

his man behind him, and to £o and lie the 
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ſame Evening about a league from the Mona- 


| ſtery , where he was to- meet him the next 


morning : The Abbelſs heard of this departure 
with a ſenſible diſpleaſure ; ſhe in words miſ< 
uſe:i thoſe whom ſhe had ſent to ſtay him, be- 
cauſe they let him go; ſhe knew nor what to 
become , nor do ; ſhe was informed that his 


' man was Jeft behind ; ſhe ſent for him, and by 


| force of preſents pumped out of himall ſhe 


| Cefired to know ; her trouble was half dimiz 
2} Nniſhed when ſhe knew that her Lover lay but 
| amile from her; her paſſion which would 


Mt niet oProuw 


+ th, 


have made her try all meanes at this inſtant, 
furniſhed her with a deſign which in a Religi- 
ous Lady was Lot pardonable, unleſs one 
would pardon al} things in Love : This little 
god 5 never accuſtomed to Inſpire any thing 
too juſt , nor to conſult Reaſon 3 there 1s Na. 
thing that he will not make any one do when 
he deſigns any thing : The Maid of whom I 


| havealready ſpoken who was her particular 


! Confident entred intc her Chamber juſt as ſhe 
/ was thinking on this ; fand ſeeing her In a 
j profound ſtudy,ſhe believed ſhe was buſie,and 
1 would have excuſe4 her ſelf for coming to in- 


terrupt her privacies : No no my dear Com- 
panion faid the Abbeſs to her, ( for thus ſhe 
L called 
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called her ) You come ina better time than 
Yeuthipk, I wanted You, and I may ſay that 
there is but You only from whom I may 
hope tor relief in the trouble I am in; This 
Maid anſwered her. with much acxnow- 
ledgment for the favour ſhe did her, asto 
conlider her even tot hat point , and aſſured 
her with a thoufand reſpe&tul proteſtations 
of fhdelity and ——— that there was no- 
thing which ſhe would not co for her: The 
Abbeſs embraced her five or {ix times moſt 
tenderly , ſhghed, wept, and did in ſuch man- 
ner move the heart of her dear Contident, that 
ſhe faw her in a condition to undertake all 
things to ſerve her; 'inſomuch that this poor 
Maid begg'd of her with the tears in her eyes 
that ſhe would tell her the cauſe of this affli- 
Gtion : You know ſaid the ſad-hearted Lover 
to her, witha look extreamly pittiful ( You 
who know all the patlages of my heart) with 


what Ingratitude the Cavaſeer hath of Jate * 


recuited the tenderneſs I have for him : This 
T raytor after all my tokens of Goodneſs hath 
had yet the baſeneſs to leave me whether I 
would or no, and to go without ſo much as 
bldding me adieu. You may ſee by that Ma- 
dam anſyere the Maid to her (wiſely ) how 
much unworthy he 1s of the favour You ſhow 
him.and how he merireth not any more eſteem 
from Yov, I amreſoived replied the Abbeſs 


tocome to where You fay, and ſee my ſelf | 


enoug i 
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; enouzh difpoſed toit : But the trouble I am 
| inar preſent, and which I cannot overcome, is 
| for nor having had the pleaſure ro reproach 
| him of his pertidious a&tions, and for that he 
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pe: haps goeth with this ”— , that I am 
not undeceiyed in all his T reacheries.I would 


| eſpecially erap the joy of making him bluſh for 


the laſt he ſhowed me, and which I have not 


yet told You; If thou Joveſt me my dear 


Companion, added 'ſhe with her _— 
| meen, thou wilt find ſome meanes whereby 
' may at leaſt content my heart , and that I may 


at lenzth break off with the moſt Ingrateful of 
all men, without which my dear Child I can- 


: Not promiſe thee to live much longer jn the 


| difpleaſure and Choler I am in, and thou 


wilt loſe thy beft of Friends : Thjs Maid who 


: m the Intrjgues of Love was not the ſubtile(þ 
' inthe world, and who yet ſaw nothing ofthe 
: Abbeſies deſigne, propoſed to herto write a 


Letter to this Traytor filled with Injuries : 
But this ſatisfaftion was too weak for a paſliy 


| onate Lover; I can never expreſs my ſelf well 
in writing faid ſhe, and upon a ſubjedt fo full] 


- of Injuſtice to punith a Criminal as he ought 


to be, the perſons offended ſhould with their 
own mouths make thoſe reproaches ro him he 


| Ceferveth, that they may have the adyantage 


of confiiting him. Well Madam faid her Com- 
panion to her , what will You do then unleſs 


; it be to walt his return? The innocence of 


L 2 this 


_— 


this Maid did almoſt make the Abbels ſmile, | 
Can ove replied the to her, contain ones Uit> |} 


pleaſure ſo long againſt a man who is not in- 


Uifferent to me? No, no, if You tbink g0041 | 
Proven ſhe with a bluſh that overipread - 


er whole Viſage, we will net ditier fo much 


In our revengeon him, thou art enough to. 


execute the deiign ; it chou haſt the courage : 


to follow me , we will tind out this perhde- 
ous man who is but a ſmall league from hence, 


and thou ſhalt fee to what a hetzht I will ſcru2. 


the thing , and if a man can be loaded with 
Injuries and Reproaches, I proteſt to You 
that he ſhall. So bold a Propoſition at fiſ 
did ſtrangely ſurprize this Maid ; ſhe who 


Was afraid to walk in the Night about the Mo- 


raſtery without a lighe , could not bur think 
this a thing too dangerous and tull of horror, 
to dare to expoſe them two alone at that hour 
to the troubleſome accidents of a great high 
way : But the Abbeſs knew how to repreie nt 
this Enterprize ſo ſure and eaſe to her , an1 


{o uncapable cf any il] rencounter in that little | 


way they weretego, and in fo tine a Night, |, 


that at length ſhe over-perſwacec her , and 
made her to Love even a Novelty : The Ab- 


bels extreamly rejoycing for having &'recome | 
he: dear Companion , thought on nothing | 
more than getting of Horſes , ſhe woul1 not || 
uſe her own becaufe of going forth privatly, |þ 
ſhech>ſerather to have recourſe io. her Far- | 


mer 
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mer to let her have three Horſes , ani not to 


{thilro ſen themthe fame Evening ; the man 


/ went imme tlatly , and ett the Latiies who 


were preparing themſelves to' ger on Horte- 
' back; the firft thins the Abbeſs dil was to 


—_ 


* as ſhehadformerly; as foon as they were by 


olive out thar the was ſornething indiſpoled, 


./ and that ſhewould go'to her bedzſhe took her 
: leave of thofe that ſerve: her , an! hat none 


remaining. With her but het dear Companion, 


' themſelves, they begati-torundreſs themtopur 


cn their 1itinz apparel; +hofe of the' Abbeſs 
were exrean gallant, an 1in which they dret- 
{-4 themſelves with as much care as if 'they 
they ha1lbeen to go to ſome AſT.mbly ;-miore 


«ſpecially che Abbeſs who” was untriin{ful 6f- 


ro hing ſhe knew would hanuſernly '&10rwt 
her ſhe was the laft that was ready : Blit how - * 
eve; there could be no'Body 1n'a- more neater 


 Garb than her ſelf; her "Chamber was nist far 


from the Garden,they might'get: thith&? with- 
out noiſe, and without-.any* bedies ſeeing! 
themas they did', and as ſoon tonkitheiriway 


\- tewards' the back door where the Servaſit was' 


to meet them with the Horſes ; ofie Would 


| have taken them for tw6 Amazunes 'gviily'to' 


the ſiege of ſome place by che matiner of their 


\ eicouragins one another; they came- tothe 


| zare of which only the Abbeſs ha1: the Key, 
| bur no body was yer come; they already grew 
| lapacient by reafon the'man flayed fo lofig,: 


L 3 and 
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- fore thoſe [that were coming 3; but they 
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ahd that he Was not yet returned 3 at ſent 
they heard the noiſe of ſome Horſes which 


encouraged them, and gave them ſome hope * 


of Joy ; but we are ſometimes deceived, and 
ofteneſt when'we defire any thing to our ad- 


vantage ; the greater the noiſe grew,the grea- 


ter was their fear that It might not be rheir 
Horſes, as indeed the man they expe&ted was 
not to come that way ; infomuch that fear ſei- 


ed upon them ſo firangely, & perplezxel them 


ſo much thar they -hardly knew whar to do; 
the Abbeſs who had-lomething more of relo- 
Jution than her Companion , endeavoure.l to 
encourage her upon the ſmal] appearance there 
was that it ſhould not be her man, . and told 
her that he was doubtleſs come ſome other 
way, and ſo miftook his right road,and comes 
that way , and defired her to go two or 
three fteps forward to ſee if what ſhe ſaid was 


- not true : This poor Maid who was atrai. of - 


every - Obje&t , could never have the couraze 
to do what the Abbeſs commanded her , and 
did moſt humbly entreat: her not to put her 
courage to trial, that ſhe could not goa ttep 
from her- without ſhe died ; and thar every 
tree gave her a mortal fear : The Abbeſs could 
not forbear ſmiling at. the fearſulneſs of her 
Companion , and bid. her that ſhe ſhould 


fear nothing for ſhe would go with her; theſe |, 


two Fair ones then adventured ſome ſteps be- 


had | 
no | 
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' nb ſooner ciſcovered that rhzy were two 
' Horſe-men coming with gfteat haſte towards 
.| them, bur they fted and got into the Garden 
© wizhout ſo muchas thinking to ſhut to the 
1.  Coor after them , and never cealed running as 
tong as they were able; at length they ap- 
rroached the Monaſtery ; both of them 10 
ſpear, that they could ſcarcely breath ; when 
they came home they in ſome mealure rezal- 
ned their courage, and being ſomerning come 
to themſelves they began to Jaugh at the fear 
they had ſo improperly had for two men wh9 
celigne:l only to proceed in their Journey 3 
they took courage by th2 power cf arguing 
upon the ſmall ſubje#t they had to fear , and 
re:urned for the ſecond time to that gate; 
where they found two Horſes tyel to the 
toot ofa Tree, and no body withthem ; the 
Abbeſs after ſhe had taken good notice of e- 
very thing, withour diſcovering who it might 
be, tound her ſelf much concerned to conſis 
der why theſe two Horſes *ſhould be there 
without a ſervant , and ccncjuded afterall (as 
it 15 eaſie to conclude. things to ones:advan- 
taze) that they might be her Farmers Hor- 
ſes, and that they muſt expe& her man who 
was doubtleſs gone ſome-whither hard by , 
and indeed that was not alrogether unlikely, 
anl it was unlikely rhat any other would leave 
two Horſes thus; however this man came not. 
azain; the Abbels dyel with impatience, and 
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the time ſeemed ſo tedious that ſhe feared leſt 
the day-break. might come, avd that they 
might not have not night enough to execute 
their deſign cloſely : It was a puniſhment for 
her to ſtay , ſhe would have Sworna thouſgnd 
times (if Abbefſes {wear) that they were her 
Farmers Horſes, that ſhe knew them, and that 
her man muſt either be hindred elfe-where 
with the other Horſe, or that he was fallen a- 
fleep ſomewhere elſe , but they might alſo be 
the two Horſes upon which they had feen the 
ewo men ri:ling; ſhe would not conſult upon 
that , becauſz wecommonly love not to con- 
fute our ſelves upcn thoſe ſubjedts that go a- 
gainſt our defire , we 1ather endeavour to de- 
ceive our ſelves ; this Servant appeared not z 
the impatient and moſt truly love-ſick Abbeſs 
told her fair hfut Companion that ' they muſt 
make uſe of their time, and that the Occaſion 
was'too:fair to be nepgleted : Thar this Ser- 
vant was not ſo neceſſary but that they may 
paſs withour him , arid that he may follow 
them if he would: Her dear Companion a- 
greedtoall ſhedeſi ed, ſhe was willing for a- 
ny thing if they could have but any to direct 
them the way; ſo that withour ſtaying any 
longer our two Adventwers put foot in the 
ftirrup,, mounted on Horſe-back without an 
Eſquire, and made ſo great diJigence , that in 
Jeſs than an hour without any 11] Adventure 
they arrivedto the place where the Cavaleer 
| Wasz 


WS 
was : It was the Abbeſs that knockel1 at the 
door ani who asked for a Gentleman that 
lolged there : They anſivere her that truly 
there had been one that Evening , but that he 
was gone from thence an hour azo with a 
Lacquey that had brought him aLetterzſhe ſtil] 
perſifiea in ſome queſtions ro the Maſter of the 
Houſe concerning the way they went, an1 the 
Livery of the Foot-man, whether it might be 
long before this Gentleman would return ? 
whether he had eaten ? and at length. even to 
ask him whecher he ſeemed melancholy or 
merry ? but the man knew not what to ſay, all 
tha: he knew for cert3in waz, that he would 
not return that night , an that he had lefr 
no Order with them ; no boqay could be more 


ſad than was rhe poor Abbets then ; a thou- 


ſand though:s afaulted her at a time,of which 
there was not one but ielt heavily ; what 
heaps of grief and inquiernets? O the cruel 
Jealouſt s well or ill rounded ! O therage ! 
the deſpair ! ro promiſe her teit fo much farif- 
faction 1n comine, and fo: many ſweet Fancies 
which ſhe hal ,, and to return more di{- 
conſolate than ever: Her Companion wha 
was extreamly troubled to lee her fo ftrangely 
f1d. would hive given her fome conſolation. 
Why do You affli& your {z}f thus Malam faid 
ſhe to her ? it is true chat the labour we haye 
takeniz a loſt one, but who knowe:n whether 
it is not better for us that we have not proije: 
rec 
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red in our deſign of ſeeing the Cavaleer : You 


know him Madam, and as he is nor the &iirree- 
felt in the wor]1, perhaps this Viiit mizbr 
have cauſe] ſome rumors . weare at leaſt ailſu- 
red thac we have gonea Journey without any 
ones knowlelg : Without aiiy ones knowledg 
replied ladly this atflitei Lover ; ſee't thou 
No: my Child that weare betraye.l, & that wy 
Siſter hath known ovr deſign, an1 that it was 
doubtleſs her that had ſent this Lacquey to 
the Cavaleer to le: him know what we inten- 
de4, and to oblige him to ſhun me : how can 
what You ſay( Madam aniſwere.] her this Mal 1) 
te true.ifir be {o lon? nnce the Cavaleer went 
from hence , you then ſcarce knew of your des 
fign: what reaſon doſt thou think rhen ſhould 
uſe him to ſo ſudden a departure( fai:lrhe Ab- 
beſs.) In fine, whazſoever her Companicn 
told her after ſhe had muſed upon a great ma- 
ny reaſons , ſhe came a}waies to lay azain that 
herSifter hal done this thing , and that no- 
rhing had made him depart at that hour bur 
her: This imagina'ien troubled her fliri- 
ouſly ; her Jealouſie eacreaſed , and ſhe was 
perplexed with fo many ſorts of grief, tha: 
ſhe ſaw 110ne but ſubje&s of ſorrow no whe, e 
for her : This entertainment was ſomething 
different to that ſhe had had in goits to fee 
the Cavaleer; ſhe ſcarce ſpoke ro her Compa- 
nion, and whatfoever the other ſaid to her rs 


cauſe her to leave thele ſad muſtngs, ſhe woul]: 
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ayer hzr in nothing but profound zhss; 
Ley bezan however to think when they came 
Nome wha: they ſhould do with their Hor:es, 
which they found not a little troublelome; but 
at laſt the beſt an 1 ſureſt way they julged was 
to let them int the Garden, an | to tye them 
ſome-where till it was day , that they migh: 
carefully ſeal th2m home azain to thz Far- 
mers. After that they had no mare to do but 
to goe to the Monaſtery 3 however thay were 
Not got to the middle of the Garden before 
they found ſomechinz to Ray thzm, they both 
thouzht they heard people talk. The Coni- 
dent who walke.1 ſome ſteps before the A 
beſs, and whoſe min4 was lefs buſie1, was th: 
firſt that took no:1:e, and told her In making 
a ſudden turne, tha: there affureJlly was ſine 
body in the Garde; the A5bels len: an atten- 
tive Ear , and found that her Compnanion was 
In therizhs: Here i: was ſhe put a Truce :o 
her Trouble, fo that ſhe was now filled with 
nouzht but curiofitie; whatever ſubjet ot. 
Grief any perſon hath , if any thins hapne:h 
to ſurprize them, and that may be capable to 
buſie tham they fee! n5more ſorrow, & theic 
troubles areas a ſleep in them; her Jealouſies 
were all allariime lar this noiſe; ſhe knew that 
none heſide her ſeif but her Siſter ha1 a Key to 
come out of the Monaſtery into the Garden, 
an1this on], Reaſon was mare than ſufficient 
to make her thizk that it was ſhe with the Ca- 
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vaieer who were entert#lning each other in af 


Love-commerce the would at leaſt know the 
truth of it. ſeajoulie breedeth couratze in 


Women, and Love leadeth them eve: y where; ' 


ſhe who onanother occafon ioulu perhars 
have been afraid for a lcfs cauie. was not fear- 
ful to go and diſccver with thoſe were in the 
Garden; and bil ter Companicn who trem- 
bled with fear to come lottly ater her 3 they 
walke1a while by the ſide of a helve which 
hi i tham, for the night was lizhr ; and they 
mizhr b2 difcernellat a goo 1 diltance 3 they 


apfroached az near as they coul:l toan Arbor 


1om whence they heard he noiſe come, t1}l 
they Tegan to diſcern the Cavaicers voice, but 
not to diſcover very wel} what he faith where - 
fore they crept fome: hing nearer, ard ſo near 
that the Abbeis did/a: Jenvth hear her Sitter, 
who ſpoke thus: Bur you do nor conſider 
ro what I expoſe my lelf, and in what you ha- 
zard'your ſelf, for without making refleAion 
on what ha-h hapney to ſo many unhappy Wo- 
men wttorelying upon the Faith of men, have 
lizhtly forfaken themſelves, in which thinz 
they notwithſtanding fountthey were decei - 
ve; J-imagine that. You have more ſincerity 
and honour in Youthan all thoſe people have; 
conſider the noiſe my flight will make , h-w 


furiouſly we'ſhall borh be ſouzhr for by my 
Parents, an'{ into what ftranve misfortune TI 


ſhal\ lead. you if you fall into thew hands: 
bY 7 Ch 


aud. Pr yp mA F, . 


Oh Heaven ! once more continue] ſhe, ler us 
not try any thin fo full of danger, and ler me 
rather die here in ſorrow, than precipitate our 
teives into fo danzerous a gult: You will 
then Madam replie.l another to her,whom the 
Abbeſs knew ro be the Cavaleer , nave me to 
leave You to al the C.uelties Jealoutie is ca- 
pable of invent1ns azainſt you to ail the inju- 
ries an] all the atfronrs that You wi:l receive 
from your Siſter , to a hundred other tings 
which I conſider , and which will make *-me 
tremble for You: Ycu know I have no more 
the liberty to ſee You , that they retule it me, 
and that I have been uſe. too i!ly here to pre- 
ſent my felf wirhout ſhame, You cetire my 
death then : Tf You love me Macam— Alas! 


If IT love You wrerrupted ſhe , You know it 


but too weil. ' If ( preceedel the Cavaleer ) 
You Gdeiire I ſhould not doubt of it, and if 
my loveand fe vices kave we-ired Your doing 
any thing for me, as You have told me many 
times, You will leave conſidering on It any 
more and foliow me. Le: us make our felves 
hap;'y dear La:ly of my AﬀfeRtons, ſince we 
may lo it; our fli-h: 1s eafe, my Servant 
an] Yours are both at the Gardenvoate who ex- 
pett us with Horſes ; all things favour us, an1 
T promiſe You in Jeſs than three hours to 
ovile You toa place where not only atly Bo- 
dy ſhall ever imagine whe:e we are , bur 
where You ſhall not have cauſe to fear any 
tliug, 
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thing though it were known. The Cavaleer 
laid no more after that, to hear the anſwer 
his dear Miſtreſs would make him, who begins 
ning to ligh, be gene {ajd ſhe Cavaleer, tor I 
tear3t You utge me much, that You will ob- 
tain of me more than J ouyht to grant; I pray 
Cefart hence before my weakneſs overcometh 
wy duty. You your felt jf you ate more rea- 
{onable than I (3s You ſhould be) ſtrengthen 
my heart againſt your {elf : T'1] not afiure you 
J] can reſiſt You, and the trouble jn which 1 am 
is fo great, that I find my Vertue is going to 
torfake me to tollow You, Adieu then ; bur 
grant I may : After theſe words they heard 
her weep , at which the Cayaleer jmmediatly 
cryed out, norather grant you may ſtill con- 
tinue Conqueror of my heart : Grarir you way 


believe a Love thus tender and paſſionate , 


ſu'>mit t> my ſervices and to my fidelity 
which are bur too well known to youto doubt 
it z much more hefaid which was very tender 
and loving , which pierced the heart of the 


Abteſs in the ſame time that he wen that of 


her Siſter, It were unneceſſary to preſent to 
You the Citferent Paſſions which Occupied 
theſe two Ladies at that time, (viz: )the love, 
Janguiſhing, and tender ſighs of the Younpeft, 
and the deſpight, ſhame and rage of the EJdeſt 
who had thepatience to heareven to the end 
anen tertainment as cruel for her, as it was 
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M\ming for her Siſter. Imagine then ſhe ſaw 
© diſpoſed to ſatisfe the Cavalcers deſire, 
an} that the Fair-one waz making preparation 
to go with him, for ſhe wanted cjoaths more 
ſuitable to travel in than thoſe ſhe then wore, 
and ſo went to her Chamter to ferch them ; 
The Abbefs let her pafs by her, and came not 
out from where ſhe was till a great while ate 
ter, and then ſhe terched a great twrn,and with 
her Maſque on her Face came into the Aibour 
where the Cavaleer waz , who as ſoonas he ſaw 
her he embraced her with much tenderneſs, 
and manifeſted many tokens of his Love to 
her; How charming are You ſaid hero her 
taking her for his Miſtreſs, in that Yeu have 
net male no lon? ſtay , for truly I was . Im- 
patient to ſee Your Return : But what Vie 
olence did ſhe ufe to conceal her diſpleafure, 
it being nct yet time for her to make her ſelf 
known , nor diſcover her feif: You need not 
wonder at the miſtake of the Cavaleer ; ſhe 
ſeemed not ſo ſtranye in the night-time, for 
beſides the lirtle diffe: ence there 1s in the ſta- 
ture of theſe two Ladies, there was notwirh- 
ſtanding a thouſand things which contribute] 
to deceive him, and he had fo little reaſon to 
Imazire the contrary , that it was impoſſible 
for him even toſee his error, un'eſs he had un». 
masked her and had taken ſpecial no-jce of her» 
a3 this was no place for them to Uiſcow le in, 
he ſpoke but !i:tle to her , and he though: on 
porhinz 
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you had this Key ?) 


Us 


nothing but to ſecure himſelt in theplace of 


ſate:y in which he had aireavy deſigned tobe; . 


the Abbeſs anſwered him not a word to all 
herfaid to her, upon which he made even no 
refleion, having his mind buſted about his 
enterprize ; and in this ſort they went to the 
gate, wheie he was not a little ſurprized to 
find it ſkut; bur ſhe preſently eaſed him of 


that trouble, and took the Key ſhe had a-. 


bout her aad opened it ; by what meanes, or 
rather by what good Fortune ſaid the Cava- 
leer then to her, (who knew that none but the 
Abbeſs had the Key to that door : Have 
ſhe anſwered him no 
more than before , at which he rook as little 


notice as before, an 1 went forth to get pre- 


{ently on Horſe-back , but the Horſes were 
gone from thence, and his man who had been 
ceking them, told him ina fad note, that h2 
knew not where they were, an: that he haJ 
been two hours about them without hearing 
of them ,, that he was come toacau' int him, 
and that he was going apain to ſee if he could 
find them , becauſe he knew very well that 
they could not be Joſt, and that no Body 
haJbeen that way. I could never tell the 


 Abbele's dehigne, whether wha: ſhe diJ was 


dexterouſſy to confound this Enterprize, or 
whether ſhe really deſired to ſupply her Siſters 
place ; but IT will tell you that as ſoon as ſhe 


ha1 heard what the man had fail concerning * 


the 


, 
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j [161] 
Zche Horſes , ſhe re-entred the Garden, and 
Z ſhiit-co-the door after her: Never was man 


# ſurprized-like this poor Lover; he could ſcarce 
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© 4 


Pp, WUD WU  ,u: 


2 believe what he ſaw, that his Fair-one ſhould. 
2 leave him in this manner, and that which 
| ſeemed more ſtrange to him, that ſhe ſhould 
ſhut the door upon him : I believe there is 
7 none but he that could truly repreſent what 
? one Might think in an Adventure fo cruel, 
1 and ſo exttaordinary : He knocked tive or ſix 
2 times at the door, he called his Miſtreſs , he 
3 complained of Loveand deſtiny,ſwore,curſed, 
2 chreatned to kill his man, an11n fine there was 
4 noragelikehis, while the Abbels returned 
2 to her Companion loaden with joy for what 
!} ſhehad done,andto hear the Cavaleer cry our 
? 1n that manner ; ſhe was not yet come to the 
2? Arbour before-mencioned, bur ſhe heard the 
} noiſe of ſome body who walked with much 
7 eagerneſs, and who according to all likeli- 
© hood could be nonebur her Siſter as ſhe 
2 doubted It not, and went before her very 
} ſlowly the ſame way ſhe came; this poor La- 
! dy who had not all theaſſurance in the world, 
3 and who beſides the horror which accompani- 
7 ethall aMions of this nature , walked muſing 
3 upona thouſand Obſtacles which ſhe might 
» meet in her wa y, had no ſooner caſt her eyes 
! uponthe Abbeſs , but ſhebelieved ir was a 
Ghoſt, and ſadly trembling with fear , ſhe be- 
gan to make a dreadful ſhreek , and to run - 
M . tal 
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-her ; ſhe ler her run to come again to her | 


DJ MY 
as ſhe was able towerds the Monaſtery. The 7 
Abbeſs 'did moſt 'agreeably requite.. all the #2 
cruel diſpleafures which her Siftetihad given 


Companion, who walted for her with extream 
impatience, being furiouſly troubled to be 
thus alone in the middle of a Garden expoſed : 
toall the noiſes ſhe heard, whichaffaulted her 
with fear ; ſherelated to her all ſhe had done * 
ſince ſhe had left her', and how ſhe had de- : 
ceived the Cavaleer, and how her Siſter was 
frighted, which made them both to laugh: 
with much Joy; they ftayedalittle longer to 
fee if ſhe would return , but in vain, the! 
tright ofthis Lady was ſuch that ſhe was like 7? 
to dye , and ſhe kept her bel a very long time; |? 
at length they retired , and uſed good meanes 
that no body might go forth of the Monaite-': 


ry in having double locked the door. Here; 
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. 1s ſaid Madam d'Eprac in concluding this Hi- 3 


ſtory the greateſt particularities I know ofthe}? 
Adventureofthefe Ladies with the Cavaleer ;:! 
he may now tell you what is not come to my 


ia 
is 
” 
bY” 


knowledgz I will only add that it was no 
ſooner day but the Abbefs ſent for her man,! | 
and asked him where he had been the Jaſty 


night? and why he came not to the doors 
where ſhe had ordered him to watt for her; the: 
Young man told her how her Farmer had had” 
no Hotſes at home, and that at his return he} 
Jound two Cavalzers who were going _ the 
aro} 


f 
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- 7 Garden, and whom he darenot approacti for 

4 3 fear of making himſelf known thar he went a- 
_ Z way, and that being returned halfan hour at- 

mn | terto the ſameplace , hehad found the door 
Ye | Jocked: By the report of this man the Ab- 
4 bes was Well and clearly farisfied itt whar ſhe 
ov deſired throughly to know ; ſhe did not 1ur- 
| Ther doubt but the Horſes they uſed belonged 
i to the Cavalcer , ſhe gave Order to this Ser- 
2: | vant to ler them out ofthe Garden, and to let 
hn | them wander in the fields, but in ſuch mariner 
b ai however that they may be found : Madam 


1} d'Eprac ſaid no more; and turning her ſelf tro 
Ne thi Cavaleer,, it belotgeth to You ſaid ſhe, to 
ke) The Cavaleer, It belofgetN to Youlal ihe, to 

recount to us what You know more; the reſt 


= ' of the company did likewiſe entreat him moſt 
__ oblizingly, inſomuch that he could not re- 
el fuſe. Mndam y'Eprac (proceeded he) hath 
13. 4 told yon ſo much, that I {ce my {elf conſtral- 
he) Med rolatisfieyouto theend ; you muſt know 
-c'! then that after I was ſeparated from the Ab- 
5! befs, and had left her in the Garden in the 


"|! manner yon have been told , I went to pre- 
| pareall things for my departure, but . before 
I writ a Note to Ggtdta, which was near thele' 
rermes. | 


MADAM: 


[ 164 ] 


MADAM: 


Know mot what Thave done to Ton to uſe | | 


me thus cruelly as Ton do. Madan the 
Abbeſs had demanded an Interview with 
mes; and although ſhe had expreſly forbid 
ne tolet Ton know any thing; IT did not 
forbear to give Tou Intelligence by a Letter 
which my Servant thould have delivered 
to You: Ts this betraying of Tou © T ſee 
very well that You deſire my death. Madam 
Tow ſhall be contented, but Tou ſhall not 
have the pleaſure of it _ Your Eyes, for 
T am going hence immediatly, and Tout 
ſhall ſoon learn what ſucceſs Your unjus$F 
proceeding will have. If the death of the 


moſt faithful of Tour Servants is capable 


of moving a heart like Tours , T can well 
promiſe to my ſelf that in a ſmall time 
You may repent for having given it me © 
Adieu thou too cruel Creature ! for the 
laſt time Adien. ; 
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When T had done writing , the Abbeſs Ser- 
vants came, who after they had entreated me 
as from her to ſtay this Evening, would truly 
have hindred my departure, Neverthelefs 
- when they ſaw I began tobe angry with them, 
chey madeno more Oppoſition 3 but my man 
tarried too long, and I feared that the Abbeſs 
might come herlelfto Oblige meto ſtay : Sg 
that I ſaw wy ſelf conſtrained in the impati-. 
ence I was to depart this place , and ,to leave 
it with my Baygage. I gavehim this Letter 
with Ordrr to give lt into herown Hands, and 
to bring me an anſwer it ſhe would ſend one. 
In this manner then IT forſook a place which 
ſince-more than a Year was the dear Obje& of 
my pleaſures, and I abandoned it ſo filled with 
different troubles, that all the way from the 
Monaſtery to the place where I was to Lodge: 
T was without coming to my ſelf immoveable 
and almoſt bereft of my Senfes, and loſt (as I 
may ſay) in ſorrow. You' may think that 
when I came there I demanded neither Meat 
nor Drink. True Lovers at the time they are ' 
reduced to the condition I was in, feed upon 
nothing but Tears , and ſleepis their morta} 
Enemy. - It was in the ſtrongeſt of thefe cru- 
e! moments that I was advertized that a Ser- 
vant waited to ſpeak withme, I bid rhemto 
{end him into my Chamber. and ſaw that it was 
my dear Egidia's who I embraced with my 
whole heart,and who after having Saluted me 
M 2 a5 


xs from his Miſtreſs, gave me a Note ſhe had 


writ to me, which contained this. 


SIR: 
D*® You think I defire your death ? Tou 


= know me too well, aud you may be 
perſwaded that though Ton had done me all 
the Injuries imagingble , Tou may in one 
word as ſoon _ me believe T am deoei- 
wed; I know not of what Letter You ſpeak, 
3t is above three dayes fince T received any 
from Ton 5, come aud tell me what 7t is You 
mean , for I fhould dye with diſpleaſure if 
Fearing that Tam iu the wrong You ſhould 
thus depart: I lately have heard ſomes» 
 #hing which T ſhall tell you, it is reported 
that my Siſter could never Obliee Tow to re- 
fide here with us this Evening : But if 
Fou love me morethan ber, would You not 
do ſomething more for me; Tpray return. 
T am in a humor to forgive you all, and if 
You deſire to evidence to me 4 true teſtimos+ 
2y of Tour love, it muſt be this Evening, 
or T ſhall not ſleep till Thave ſeen Tous F 
That expe? Ton till two in the morning 2 
the 
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[9] wag 
the great Arbour in the Garden: 5, I ſhall 
meaſure the ſtrength of Tour Love by the 
ſmalueſs of time Ton will give me to wait 


for Tous Adien. 


As ſoon as I had read this Note, I mounte] 
on Horſe-back, and in a very little time came 
to the Garden wall , where T knew ofa place 
that was not difficult to climb up , having 
notwithſtanding found the door open.I made 
ule without gOINS ſurther of ſo favourable an 
occaſion; it 1s true it ſurprized me, and I dig 
truly believe that Egidia had found out a 
way to open it : I bid her Lacquey tye' the 
two Horſes to the foot of fome Tree; andto 
make haſt without any. noife to advertize my 
nan to prepare himlelf at the time given to 


depart with me : After I had giyen this Order, 


T went, or to ſpeak better, I flew dire&tly to 
this Arber, where Tia, waited for me; . it 
was at that inſtant when the Abbeſs'ret urned 
to the Garden-gate that ſhe tound my Hor- 
ſes, thar ſhe took.them for thoſe her man 
ſhould have brought, and thar ſhe , uſed them 
to render me that extraordinary Viſit. But noe 
to continue longer in the relation of a fall 
Hiſtory which doth: already begin to ſeem 
long : I will ouly tel[l You that Egtdia recei- 
ved me in this Arbour with a joy which made 


me forget all the evil ulageT had received from 
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her, that weboth of us paſſed ſome moments 
in very much tenderneſs; and thar the brigh- 
eeſt day that could be, never ſeemed ſo plea- 
fant to me as did this charming night ; I ſpoke 


to her of the Letter which I had ſent her , ſhe ' 
was ſurprized , andafſured me that ſhe had |! 
Not received jt ; we preſently thought that it | 


was fallen into the hands of the Abbeſs, and 
that my Servant muſt haye been miſtaken , or 
have betrayed me. In fine, after many juſti- 
fications on both ſides, after I fay many to- 
kens of new Friendſhips, of ſighs and langui- 
fhings where Lovers abound ina ſweet recon- 
C1liation;T propoſed to her to carry her away, 
as you: ave heard from Madam v'Eyrac ; I 
urged her ſo much and in ſo many wayes , that 
at lerigth' ſhe conſented , and prepared her 


felf to follow me: IT, confeſs ] was a little 


ſurprized to fez her fo ſoon returned; but wha 
had then thought on the Abbeſs? T ſaw her 
Masked , ſhe was inariding Garb , ſhe ſcru- 
pled not to go with me; and ina word, if 
my. Horſes had been ready, there is no doubr 
but if ſhe was willing, I ſhould have carried 
her away for her Siſter ; I will not ſtay to tel] 
You the wonder thar ſeized me when I ſaw 
her re-enter theGarden.,and ſhut the door up- 
on me, I thought at firſt thar ſhe had a mind 
to jeſt ; bur as her railery laſted ſomething too 
long for people that had no time to looſe, and 
that ſlie came not although I called _—_ -1 
: oud, 
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[ 189] 
loud, I thought to myſelf that this was nd 
zeſting : I imagined that ſhe feigned to follow 
me only to put rhis trick upon me , and thar 
T had been the moſt abuſe1 of all men ; then 
was it that ſhame, ſpite , and difdain excited 
terrible rempeſts in my Soul, which joyned to 
the diſpleaſure of not knowing what were be- 
come of my Horſes, nor what mightbe become 
of my ſelf,pur me into ſuch deſpair,that com- 
plaints, reproaches, and injuries came torth of 
my mouth in multitudes againkt Egtdia ; rhis 
Otfence ſeemed to me the greateſt that any 
Gentleman could receive. I conſidered it c- 
very way , and there was no circumſtance but 
made it plain to me. I retired.in this manner 
into the Village , for there was no other way 


tor me, andT lodged at my Ancient Hoft's,_ 


where I paſſed away a much more cruel night 
than I did the firſt rime IT came there. I recol- 
leted in my mind all rhe ſervices I had ren- 
dred to this Ingrateful One , all the falſe pro- 
miſes ſhe had wade to me ;z and wandring that 
T had not-diſcovered the lightneſs of her Hu- 


' mor, I accuſed my felf both of Imprudence 


and Blindneſs ; and I joyned to rhe firſt of 
my Defpairs an Indignation ayainſt all that I 
had done that concluded my ruine. Oh, the 
extravagant Diſcoutſes I had this night ! O the 
uſeleſs deſignes I made ! in truth thoſe that 
love extreamly are ſubjed&t to a great many Fol- 
lies ; It was no ſooner day, but I asked my 

| mal 
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man for Ink and Paper to write to her, but iy 
was with ſo much troubleand dilorder, that 
T often blotted out what I had writ to her, no+ 
thing could content me ; ſomet{mes it ſeemed 
as though I complained tov mildly.,and ſome- 
times I was afraid to offend her; I had ſome- 


times a Cefire to take an eternal Farewel of 


her, and a minute afterwards I would repent 
it, This is the Letter I ſent her. 


MADAM: 


Ou ſhould not have ſhowed me ſo mich 
> favour for to have revoaked it ſo 

00n » #0r have come ſo near the Door to 
leave me fo abruptly ;, it was my bad: For- 
tune that my Horſes were out of the way, 
You ſaw at leaſt that it was not my fault, 
and Tou ſhould rather have given me ſome 
Conſolation , than ta have uſed me with 


that rudeneſſand cruelty as to forſake me. 


without ſpeaking a word + But why above 
all did You ſhut the door upon me £ Why 
fiee away 2 did You fear any Vielence fron 
we? and why 2 however ba Tou promiſe 
we ſo much happineſs, if Tou had no deſire 
fo render me happy ". - »ſee well what 1 
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[171 ] 
aſt imagine by all this, and that ##y 
greateſt misfortune was not in having 1o- 
ved Tou too well, but in baving believed 


| that You loved me , the mask is now taken 
off, and without giving Ton the termes of 


Ingrateful or Perfideous , T will leave al 
reproaches for Tou to make to Your ſelf, 
while T paſs the re$# of a miſerable life in 4 
place happier for me then this, and bid 
You adiete. 


This Letter was given her by a Lacquey 
who an hour after brought me another from 
her, and told me that ſhe was extream 111, 
which T plain y ſaw by herwriting , which I 
could ſcarce read, and where I found theſe 
words, | 


SIR, 


LI that You have Writ to me ſrighteth 
me in ſuch a manner that T believe 1x 


| Shall dye. IT know not of what Gate Tou 
ſpeak, all Tcan ſay is, that T ſaw You not 
ſence T left Tou in the Arbour , but a Sha- 


dow, or rather a Ghoſt which I met in my 
way, ard of which 1 took ſuch a ſtight, that 
| th 
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it will cauſe my death; it was aſſuredly 


this Fautome of which Tou ſpeak, and who 


had” doubtleſs taken my ſhape : Thas Heas | 


wen chaitiſeth thoſe who are unwiſe, IT have 
2ot ſlept ſince, and me-thinks T alwaies ſte 
this Spirit purſue me I ſee what Heaven 
will do with me , and that T have offended 
zt too long a time; let ws take warning by 
this, for mypart Tam wholly reſolved to 
lead another kind of life , and if Tou love 
ze Tou will do the ſame. We went the way 
to ruine , and Heaven would Conſerve us ; 
Tet us render it thoſe thanks we owe it for 
this happineſs : Do not ſee me for ſome 
dayes, I will think upon my Salvation. TI 
Conjure Tou to do like me, and entreat Tou 
#n the ſame moment to look upon me for the 
Future as no more than one of Tour ſimple 
Friends, Adien, 


This Letter moved me, and ſurprizel me 
extreamly , but to ſpeak the truth, were it not 
that ſhe was very ill indeed , I had taken all 
ſhe ſaid for Chimera's , and pretences which 
ſhe might uſe to excuſe her levity. Ido nor 


think my ſelf over-wile , hut I ſcarcely ever | 


did believe theſe ſtories of Ghoſts ; however, 
When I reftetel upon what ſhe OT 
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how ſhe had not- feen me ſince ſhe had left 
the Arbour , I began to be ſomething afiaid 


7 alſo: T examined in my mind all that hapned 
* to me with this pretended Ghoſt,and I remems 
7 bred very well that it ſpoke not a word to me; 
# that it was ſoonerreturned than I expece4 
7 Gridia would : I fancied to my ſelf thar it 
7 had opened the door without a Key , and that 


when it left me it vaniſhed : Ina word, T in- 


7 ſenſibly gave way to my error , and that ſer- 


ved to make me indeed think upen my Con- 
ſcience, and to endeavour to reconcile my ſelf 
with Heaven : I remained ſome dayes withour 
ſo much at going to the Monaſtery to avoid 
ſeeing of the Abbeſs, who had ſent to entrear 
me to return to the ſame Lodging I had be- 
fore wirh her : Iexcuied my felf as well as I 
could, and returned not before I had received 
this Letter.which her Siſter had ſent me by one 
of her Friends. 


Si: 


Believe that Heaven will ſtill do me 

the favour to allow me ſome time of do- 
ing Penitence; the Phyſicians have now 
better hopes of my Recovery 5 however it 
3s, come and ſee meto the end that if death 
doth ſeparate us , I may at leaſt in dying 
bave the Conſolation of having done my 
duty, 


F1747 


duty, in telling Ton of things which t am 


obliged to tell Tou : Texpedt Ton. Adien. 


This place proceeded the Cavaleer is but lit- ; 


tle proper to divertize the Company,for here |2 
is nothing bur Tears; I gave her a Viſit, and | 
I avow to you that I found my ſelf fo infenſi- | 


bly moved to ſee her in the condition ſhe was 


in, that I could not be Maſter _ my heart, T | 


could not refrain giving of-it eaſe by a Tor- 
rent of tears which immediatly trickled from 
my eyes ; allthat were preſent could not for- 
bear weeping with me,infomuch that even the 
Abbeſs was concerned to ſee in what manner 
I was afflite1; this poor Lady who eadurcd 
no lefs than me , uſed ſome endeavour to: tell 
me ſome things of concernment in the world, 
and ſpoke to mi as if ſhe had been to depart 
that day, and truly moſt of them believed that 
ſhe would ſcarce live much longer ; but Hea- 
ven would preſerve her to be an example of a 
molt rare conſtancy, and of a moſt ſweet and 
civil Friendſhip in w hich we have lived ever 
- fince: Perhaps you know not ſaid Madam de 
Eprac to him, that no body hath contributed 
{o muclt to the recovery ofher health than me, 
and you ſhall ſee how;this Maid,or if you will 
the companion of the Abbeſs, who as I have 
told you more than once repoſed muchconfi- 
dence in me, failed not tocome and give me 
an 


[175] 
att account of this Adventure , atd how yout 
Miſtreſs had been trighted , ſo that it was not 
difficult for me to know the cauſe of her TlI- 
neſs, and what might be the meanes to cure 
her mind : Every body obſerved an extraordi- 
nary trouble in her Eyes, and fuch a diſorder 
in her words, that ſhe ſeemed ro be ina con- + 
tinual dream : I took pitty on her, and al- 
though it was to Sacrifice my Friend to de- 
Clare the Secret which ſhe had confided in me, - 
I believed that in the extremity wherein this 
poor Lady was, there was nothing which I, 
might not hazard to endeavour her recovery. 
T took the opportunity jutt when there was no 
Body with her but a Young Maiden whom TI 
did not miſtruſt, and I asked her boldly whe- 
ther her diſtemper proceeded not from fome 
trouble of mine ? and whether ſhe thought 
me not enough her 'Friend ? to declare it to 
me, She looked ftedfaſtly upon me and bluſh- 
ed, thinking that ] would ſpeak of the Cava- 
leer : But having afterwards ſaid that I per- 
haps knew the cauſe of her 1!]neſs better than 
ſhe did her ſelf, and that T could deliver her 
from the fear which ſhe had in the Garden, ſhe 
lifted her ſelf ſuddenly up in the Bed, and ra- 
king me by the hand, Oh Heaven ! Madam 
faid ſhe, what you tel] me ſurprizeth mel 
Could it be poſſible that in my muſings I 
ſhould ſpeak of any thing like that ? no, no ! 
anſwered I to her in interrupting her, I came 

: tO 
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to the knowledg of it ſome other way than by . 


you, and I belxeve that no Body here ever 
heard you ſpeak ofany ſuchthing 3 the Per- 
{ons that frighted You told it to me, and I 
thought I ought Not to leave you any longer 
in this trouble, I imagine that you will do 


ſo well that I may have no cauſe to complain | 
of your diſcretion,and that you will make good. 
uſe of the confidence I have in You : She pro-/ 


miſed ir me, and I told her all that had paſſed 


in theGarden after the manner I had heard it 


related , and which did ſo greatly amaze her, 
that ſhe could ſcarce have believed me had I 
not told her all that hapned to her ſelf, and 
even to the entertainment which, ſhe had had 
with the Cavaleer ; ſhe bluſhed;and I percei- 
yed that ſhe was aſhamed that I knew this 
part ofthe ſtory. But in tine , ſince this 
time by little and little her mind was res 
ſetled; ſhe recovered her firength,, and 
in a ſmall rime her Health entirely ; I know nor 
how ſhe hath uſed it ſince with you ; but I 
know that ſhe had taken very ſtrong refoluti- 
ons, that not knowing hoy to forbear to love 
- You, ſhe would do it in a manner that ſhe 
might not render an account to Heaven.I will 
aſſure you Madam anſwered the Cavaleer to 
her that ſhe hathalſo done it, and thar it is 
no more thana Brotherly Friendſhip,to which 
in truth I had much difficulty to reituce my 
ſelf, but ſhe would have it ; and at length T 
brought 


my 
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brought - my ſelf ro-it. I pray tell us- a lite. 
faid rhe Macchionets de Dinval how you af- 


I terwards Git with the Abbefs, ani tm what 


marner you pur her off. T believe proceede1 
the Cavalecer thar rhe Abbeſs rebuke) me tu- 
rioufly fince che !ait Evening , and that what 
ſhe heard while I was in the Arbour with her 
Siſter, finiſhe:1 he: Cure, T ever avoided be- 
Inz alone with her, auring the {mall time I re- 
maine in the Abbey , an1 when I -epa-ce.: T 
t00k my teave of her before hve or fix Laties 


. her Frien:is who were in her Chambe: with 


her : Here the Cavaleer en1ed his Story , and 


the Durchels Invited the Company to take 2 


{mall turn in theGarlen beio.e they retired, 


they werea l the reſt of the -ime enrerfaining 


each other about this Alventure , and divers 
were their Opinions ; bur having done *al- 
king (according to their uſual cyſtome; when 
each dayes Converſation was endec.) they ap- 
pliel themſelves to Madamoilſe'le d'Armand 
tor a-Song.and ſhe gave them this 


SONG:. 


By youder purling Brook, by chance, ſte-ping as. 
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dance Le--val--torg in the Air, but Venus 3 
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in a Cloud deſcended , and with the boyes 
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At length: my Clotis bright TfounT 
Near to a pleaſing Grove, 
TI ſiw her too receive a wound 
From the Toung God of Lowe. 
But V enus, &c. 


j 


T flumbring bleſs'd my ſelf in mind 
For what the Boyes had done, 
Muſt ſhe rho was ſo coy prove kind? 
And can fhe then be won ? = 
With that my thoughts Venus aſcended,' 
Then ſmil'd and ſeem d #o more offended. © 


} *Art length the Houf being come to £0 to 
4 Reſt, the Dutcheſs took her leave of the Com- 

1 pany,and the remainder of the time wasſpent . 
| |} by every ene in taking their repoſe. 
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CHAP. V. | 


He Fifth day although'it was the obſcy- 
{ L reſt, was not the leſs recreative ; on the 
contrary the Sun is never more pleaſant in the 
Summer, than when he ſhoweth himſelf with 
leſs pomp than ordinary , and under the thick 


Vale of ſome Clouds whichhe cannor pene- 


trate with his beams; the ſeaſon was very 
proper to take a walk in, The Dutcheſs uſe 
It to give ſome Viſits to ſome of her Neigh- 
bours , and ſhe was accompanied by this ilJu- 
firiougand moſt gallant company , and they 
returned nct till about the Evening to take a 
magniticent Treat which the Duke had prepa- 
red for them in the ſame Arbour where the 
Circle was kept : things were no ſooner taken 
away, but they had ſome agreeable diſcourſe 
of Ratlery as a preludeto ſomething better, 
and which ſervedonly, to diſpoſe their minds 
to furniſh a moſt agreeable matter of Enter- 
tairment , the Dutcheſs who would vive the 
Honour to the Counteſs d'Ermond entreated 
her to propoſe ſome Queſtion ;. ſhe excuſed it 
wi havery 2ood Grace. and immediatly asked 
her that rhey migh-, continue to do as they 
ha1bezun , an? not ro have theſe particular 
regards, thar when i- ſhould come to herturny, 
ſhe would ipeakas the reſt : The Dutcheſs 
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urged her no: farther , and left this care to 


Madamoitelle d? Armond who was ever in t he 
charge of Lieutenant 3 this Lay ſaid that ir 


| was not neceſſary to ſeak new ſnb)e&s of En- 


tertainment , ſince | there were aiteady two 
upen the board, the gailanteit of the worla, 
and wherein ſhe for her particular was too 
much intereiied to let it paſs by. I have not 
forgot continued ſhe how two dayes lince it 


| was propoſed to us to learn how to dilcover 


the falſe and true Lovers, and how a Lady 
might receive a declaration of Love; and I 
remember ſill very well added ſhe, that the 
Count took upon him to teil us theſe two 
things which are important in the world, and 


{ 


wherein he will not fail to be ſuccesful after 
he hath had ſome time of conſideration. The 
Dutcheſs ſaid, that in effe& theſe were the two 
ubje&s of Converſation , which they did not 
ontinue, and ſhe prayed the Company to 

pIveit attention: I avow to You anſwered 
he Count , that although I had prepared my 

elf, as hath ſaid Madamoiſelle deArmond for 
2 matter like this with whichT ſhould enter- 
ain You; I find it fo difficulr, that I ſhall ſtill 

have trouble enough to come off with the 
ucceſs T ſhould do : bur be it in what manner 
t will, I will notwithſtanding perform what 
ou deſire of me , and prefer the honour of 
beying You before the ſhame of being un- 
ccezful in my Enterprize. The firſt Coun- 
N 3 (a 
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Ae\ T pretend to giveto a Lady, like thats| 
whoſe Pi&ture I drew three dayes ago, is not| 
lightly to believe that ſhe is loved , and to bel 
the laſt to ſay it ; there are I know not how! 
many Women in the World who do not only| 
believe all the proteitations the men makeſs 
them , but ir rejoyceth them to thear whath; 
they will fay to them when they ſigh and 
complain by them 3 they endure with an ar | 
tificial Vanity all the praiſes they give them 
or if they detend themſelves, it is ſo weakly 
and in a certain manner, that they may ſee it 1 
not what they hate , and that maugre all their 
Grimaces, that the ſecret to pleaſe them is to 
flatter them. My Opinion is that a Lad 
ſhould alwales let them ſee that theſe ſorts « 
Diſcourſes moleſt them , that ſhe loveth nog. 
that way to let them gain her eſteem , thar ſh 
knowerh her ſelf, and whether ſhe be Fair or 
not , that ſhe knowerh it without giving any 
one the trouble to tel] it her; ſhe ought to! 
magine that a man hath not much eſteem te 
her , who dares to ſpeak to her publickly 
Love: that true Love rendreth people reſpedy 
ful.and that they muſt at leaſt have fighed Jon 
before they come to a declaration : All the 
maxims are Touch-ſtones for the falle ſigherf 
and rhe leaft reſiſtance ſendeth them going.arÞ 
whoare not, Lovers but when a Lady 1s | 
innncent to let her ſeif be perſwaded to te 
derneſle:, tranſports to Tears and to _ 
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. Commrnd ; they Swear that jthey alone hay 


more love than all the met together, and they 
know not what this paſſton 1s , all their care 
tendeth only to make them believe what they 
ſiy ; but they are not alwales believed ; and 
I dare ayer that were all Women reaſonable, 
there would be no falſe Lovers, the ſelf- 
weakneſs of this Sex draweth upon them all 
theſe Treacheries ; the men would ſeek to. 
deceive, the lefs did they not find ſo much 
Facility in it. Now as in former Times,there 
willever be Traytors, and Women abuſed. 
But what ſaid Madamoitielle de Armand to 
him, interrupting him , muſt a Woman then 
do when a man is ſo very bold as ro make a 
declaration of his Love to her? muſt ſhe be 
ſevere, and treat him illy , and ſend him away 


' that he may not ſee her more? On the con- 


trary anſwered her the Count , I would ony 
have heryto give him an anſwer , whoſe diſ- 
creet codneſs might give him to underſtand 
that ſhe taketh no pleaſure in thoſe ſorts of 
Liberties, and if he be a Gentleman that know- 
eth how to carry himſelf with her, and who 
mentioneth not his paſſion to her, but in mo- 
deſt termes and under a hidden ſenſe, which is 
the way that witty perfons uſe , I believe that 
it may be very eafie for this Fair-one to rid 
her out of trouble , and that ſhe may give to 
his words whart fir nification ſhe pleaſeth , as if 
ſhe undeeſtocd nothing,and turn the diſcourſe 
| N & 5 UPON 
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Upon another matter , thar if ir ſo hapneth | 
that ſhe cannot but giv e what he ſaxh the | 
true-meanimN? , the mizhrt convert It all into | 
Railery , and attribute lt to a certain cuſtome 
which witty perſons have when they are in 
company with Ladies, that they make ita ne= 
ceſſity to praile them , and to tel] them that 
they love them; there is more ſatcry thar 
way, when a Lady harh the readineſsto uſe jt 
inzeniouſly. You ſneak faid the Cayaleer as 
# all men were deceivers ; and pray tell me to 
- what torments ſhnuld you nat condemn a 
brave Gent leman that were truly in Love with 
a Lady 3 if they all followed your Maxims ; 
fhould you be contented continued he to be 
in his place, and to be reduced to thoſe afli- 
GHions which this paſlion 1s accuſtomed ro 
make unfortunate Lovers ſuffer , when they 
find themſeives with thoſe thar are inſenſible 
or pliven to Railery , which implyeth procee- 
ded he. that if rhe Women would believe you, 
they ſhall eſteem the ſervices and tears of heir 
Lovers, as if rhey were meer trifles, and a 
\ubjetion more affiduous, more careful , and 
Hare earneſt than that of flaves ſhall be for 
perſons who ſhall diſdain and laugh at us; you 
give in truth ſuch counfels that are but little 
umane 3 you ſhould beware-how you inſtruc 
this Sex 1n new injuſtices, for this is not tru- 
ly niſt, and we commonly fee them but too 
tull of Cruelty, You are too ſagn moved | 
| anſwe- | 
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anſwered the Count to him ſmiling ;-T have 
not yet ſpoken preciſely of thoſe that truly 
Love, but only in general of thoſe who ſpeak 
of Loving, and fay they love. Here are many 
that ſay it too well to doit; tis commonly 
thoſe who love moſt rhat ſpeak it leſs; the 
eyes and ſilence {peak in love, and one ever 
ſaich enough to thole rhat rejoyce to 
underſtand us; it I muit ſpeak the truth , C 
believe that it is very difficult to give certain 
rules upon what Yeu now demand of me, for 
as many as there be of men , as many wayes. 
are there to love , the Proverb confirmeth it 
enough, that ſaith , Let every one love ac- 
cording to his Guile : How ſhall I tell you then 
the cautions, a Lady ought to have upon this 
without firſt examining the ditterent wayes of 
making Love; that which is moſt true , and 
ouzh: to pals as a general Mavime , is that a 
Lady ough: not to make it known that ſhe lo- 
ve:h before ſhe hath had great experiences of 
her Lover , and toWwait till he diſcovereth ir, 
heca fe 1t is ever dangerous for a Lady to have 
diſcovered her fire, whe: eas the men make it 
their glory to have declared their paſſion. I 
perceive #aid the Baron that You will ſpeak 
tor rhe Married Women 3 for the Maiiens I 
believe not that the moſt ſevere carriage can 
keep them from diicloſing a -hing ſo natural as 
is that to love, and to ſay tha* ane loverh eſ- 
pecially co choſe of whoſe fidelity and oy 
they 
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| ES 
they are perſwaded ; if it were ſo the Love 
mizht return and continue .in the place from 
whence it ſprunz 3 there is no. man that would 
engage himſelfro Love in that manner unleſs 
It were to hate himſelf, I know not what 
would become ofus : TI ſpeak anſwered him 
the Count of all Women ,, and much more for 
the Maids than the Married Women.to whoſe 
Vertue thele ſorts of Engagements cannot bur 
do much prejudice, What You aver there re- 
plied Y'Arignan ro him 1s very auſtere, not to 
permit the Married Women to love as well 
as the others. I will aſſure You there are but 
few would Marry were it ſo; we muſt leave 
theſe things to a Preacher , or to thoſe that 
deny love to the world that they may have 
the better part : There are continued he ſo 
many unfortunate Women who without rea- 
ſon are fo ily uſed by their Husbands ; ſo ma- 
my others whom their Parents have Married 
to old jealous heads to Brutes to peeviſh Cox- 
combs that make them liveln ſo ſtrange a 
manner ; if a Divorce was permitted for 
th:le Womz2n , an1 that they could deliver 
themſelves from their Tyrants, I would nor 
pardon their weaknels in loving elle-where as 
long as they remained with them: Bur when 
by the ef of ſom2 bi1 ſtar, or when their 
deſtiny will have it fo, thar in thebed where 
they ſhould mer the pleaſures of Love and 
Peace, t'zfy have cheſe cruel Hang-men to tor- 
| MENE 
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force live (if we may call the time they pais 
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ment them, and with whom they muſt per- 


with them life :) Would You have theſe poor 
Ladies deprive themſelves of the only plea- 
ſure they have to oblige a Gallant Gentle- 
man which an Owl of an Husband hath not 
only in diſdain but horror. I agree added ve 
Arignan, that a Woman who hath a Husban4 
that underſtandeth Reaſon , and who know- 
ech how to live, ſhould rather dye than do 
him any-Injury. But for the unfortunate 
Ones, I forgive them all, and they would do 
themſelves wrong if they knew of aſure way 
to be revenged of their Domeſtick Enemies, 
and ſhould not do it. The Ladles all laugh- 
ed at the opinion of 2'Arignan , and the Dut- 
cheſs told him that he ſpoke as one Intere ed, 
and that if he had beena Woman, anda V Vo- 
man of Honour, he would have had other O- 
pinions; ſhe added further, that it was a | 
naughty revenge to ruine her ſelf to do her 
Enemy a diſpleaſure,and that a Civil Lady had 
her actions to anſwer to others more than her 
Husband ; however it is ſaid the Count, to 
come to the Married perſons, I ſay that it be- 
ing a thing that doth not alwaies depend up- 
ON us not to love, I would that when this 
misfortune hapneth to any of them, and that 
the Iniuſtice of her Husband. or the defire ſhe 
hath for another. bringeth her to ſome incii- 
nation ; I would I fay haye her make no orher 
azree- 
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agreement with him than for a tender friend- 
mipand eſteem, and never to give him ſuch 
certain tokens of what ſhe ſu'ereth tor him, 
whereby the Cavaleer migh: make ir his glo- 
ry: There is 11O man fail the Cavaleer but 
would Appeal from this ſentence betore the 
VVomen themſelves: But after You have 
taught ſuch a ftrange humor , and ſuch ſevere 
maxims to thoſc t hat ace Married, will You 
at leaſt not grantſome:hing more mild to thoſe 
that are to Marry ; and will You not let them 
have ſomething more of Indulgence for thoſe 
whom we may call true Lovers. If a Young 
Lady anſwered the Count muſt lovea man, it 
mult be tnoſe with whom ſhe hopeth to be 
Married , an:{then I ſhould not condemn her 
although ſhe ſhowed him ſome tokens of 
eſteem. Nevertheleſs I would have it be 
with fo much reſervedneſs , that her Vertue 
mizhr find nothing whe:ewith to reproach her 
heart : I will aſſure You a Lady cannot be too 
cautious upon this Article, and that the men 
have now ſo much preſumption of themſelves, 
and are ſo much accuſtomed to. promiſe them. 
{elves all trom their own merit , that the leaſt 
fayrour flatte:eth them,and maketh them with- 
draw from their duty. Toe Count interrup- 
tel, the Abbot feemeth to be Feed by the 
VVomen toſpeak againſt the Men, as was 
Monſieur d'Armenton the other day to te] un- 
truths in favcur of theſe Fair-ones: I ER 
| (al 
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id the Marchioneſs, that Mr. peg no 
more to lay againſt us ; but now his gelire tg 
be chaſtiſed is come again. Courage Sir ad- 
ded ſhe in ſmiling , the Btave Ones like You 
are not amaze at ſiripes ; You uſgd me too 
illy (faid ſhe Abbot) the firſt time” for me to 
date toadventure any more : Bur however, 
were it necetſary for me to expole my Life 
for the Truths ſake I would maintain it well 
that there hath been nothing faid on Your 
behalfin all there -hath hitherto been ſpoken. 
Stay replied the ſameLady to him tilMonſjeur 

d'Armenton be in a humor to anſwer You , for 

T believe he is preparing notwithſtanding he 

hath been fo long f lent: I Madam anſwered 

her d'Armenton , I ſwear I have nor ſuch a 

thoughr, becauſe that all that the Count hath 

ſpoken T find fo juſt and reaſonable, that they 
muſt be Void of Senſe who are nor for him, 
and who dare to contradid him. For my pare 
replyed the Count , I expole here neither par- 
ty, and I only ſpeak what belongeth ro Rea- 
ſon, and a good cuftom againſt abuſe and falſe 
appearances : Bur to return where 1 was, - 


there are I know not how many V Vomen who 


deſire nothing more than to ke efteemed hand- 
ſome , to haveat their Train a multitude of 
Lovers of which they make a Trophy ; and 
who ferve as a Triumph to their Beaury; they 
employ all meanes for theſe Conqueſts , and 
make n © difficulty ro make — 
_ their 
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Their ruine ; . and theſe procee:lings contribute 


to ſatisfie their Vanity, they firay from thar 
modeſty and bafhfulnets ro.which their Sex 
engageth them , they enuure certain aiſcour- 
ſe-, they permit ſome languiſhing Glances in 


ſweetly cloing rhe eye-1id, an4 keeping ir half 


ſhut, by which they chink that ſweernels muſt 


_ enchant all thoſe that dare to behojd them; in 


a word, they are knowing in the art we call 
Goſliping ; but theſeare weakneiles unworthy 
thoſe VV omen we ſpeak of. It 1s true alſo 
that T.am no: tor thofenize ones, who are more 
than Savaves.and who bring their Vertueeven 
toa point of delicacy , that for the leaſt word 
they will diſcountentnce people : I think there 
is a Medium to be kept , and which I would 
counfe] an underſtanding VVcman to tollow. 
I ſay that a Ladies merit is much greater,when 
the Conquelts ſhe makethare meerly due tc her 
own Vertue, and when the g60d Behaviour 
and Grace ſhe hath in all her ations ., draweth 
heartz:toher. Love is nuch more ſolid when 
it is grounded upon eſteem , than when it is 
upneld by Beauty falone : Efteem may. ever 
continue, and Beauty faderh , and a Lover 
who iz tyed to particular Features is ſubje& to 
very many accidents, and cannor Love but in 
Fear, whereas he that ſuffe:eth himſelf to be 
enclined to Vertue, loveth without moleſiati- 
cn, and ceaſeth not to love till death ; a man. 
who ſhall love a Lady as I fay will be ſatisfied 
with 
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with the leaſt regard he receiveth from her : A 
ſmplecivility ſhall in his mind pals tor acon- 
ſiderable f vour : Iknow not faid the Baron 
who theſe men ate who think their ſervices 
well requited in ſo ſmall a matter ; and I know 
not ſaid v'Arignan whether there are many 
VVomen in the world ſo good Houſe-wives 
of their Favours: I believe anſwered the 
Counteſs d'Ermond , that You ſee none here 
who give You not a very true Example. Ta- 
vow ſaid the Cavaleer , that what the Count 
ſaid is not ſo extraordinary ,: but fome of it is 
practiſed by many V Vomen : But it 1s alſo 
true, that he is ſomething ſcrupulous in cer- 
tain matters, and that there is even injuſtice in 
it, not to permit a Miſtreſs to give ſome man- 
ner of Hope to a pcor Lover that ſhall lan- 
guiſh for her, that ohe day at leaft he may be 
Loved. I have ſeen V Vomen added he,whom 
Beauty rendred them perhaps ſomething too 
proud, who at the only words of Love' would 
ſeem to be extreamly angry , but in the end, 
theſe Obſtinate Beauties have 1f not ſubmir- 
ted, at leaſt grown very 'mild.and the ſervices, | 
importunities, ſighs, and tears have worked fo 
upon them.that they-have alio taken delight to 
love ſuch a ove were the moſt rigorous perſon 
inthe world that could reſiit ar the ſight of a 
lanouiſhing Lover whom ſhe ſees upon his 
knees to her : A heart though Obſtinate,is not 
inſenfible, and it is a difficult thing to eſcape 
lcving 
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loving when one is perſwaded of a perſons 
- micrit, there is nothing ſometimes that in.en- 
Grech truer Love than Obittinacy when Over= 
come, an thoſe Hearts which are the aifh- 
_ culteſt to wins, are choſe which are moſt mo- 
vei: Youimagine faii the Marchionels to 
_ himevery one to te like your Feligiois La- 
gles. Not lo anſwe. ed her the Cavalecer : but 
you will cornfeis that if all VVomen were as 
the Count woulu maxe them, they woulu not 
bevery amiable, and very few wie men would 
Jeve chem. - Perhaps ſaid rhe Count to him, 
that all people would nor be of your Opinion 
as Youare not of mine; but however it You 
took notice, I faid not thar a Miiireis ſhould 
bring a poor Lover to deſpait , I amnot for 
ſuch Earbarous Counſels , .I avoid Extremiries 
it} all things, and my Opinion in this was,thac 
a Lavy ought to grant no othei than a tender 
Friendſhip and Efteem , and 'it is wh this a 
- Gentleman may reſt ſatisfied from ſuch a La- 
dy I ipoke of. Ir is true continuea he, that 
'1n- Love the Pallates are as different as 
there are difference in Beauties, and that 
one cannot Repulateall Lovers io one and the 
ſame point ; there are of them who ſeeing a 
Lay of a humor ſomething ſerious, and who 
15 accuttomed not to do any thing but whar 
feemerh very civil, will be raken with a certain 
refre& for her, that they ſcarcely dare bring 
their deſires to love;they will rather love-ano- 
| ther, 
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ther, whoſe Janguiſhings, words.and glances 
may give them leave to hope. I allo know 
others who care little for the Artitices , and 
all the outward appearances ofcertainBeauties 
who ignorize nothing of Gallantry , they 
will ſooner engage themſelves to a Fair-one 
whoſe humor ſeemeth full of ſincerity , and 
Who they tind without art and faſhion;:I mean 
without being too witty 3 they will love that 
| ſimplicity which ſhall cauſe her to utter her 
thoughts in matters as they are, there are yet 
| lovers of a.charafter much citferent from theſe 
wh» worl | paſs tor ingenious people,and who 
vainly believe that in Love as in all things 
elſe, the glory of a Conqueſt conſiſteth in 
the difficulty and reſiſtance; they are perlwa- 
ded that there is'ne Victory more ſweet than 
to overcome that which others have found in- 
acceſſible ;- they will apply themſelves to 
Beauty, whoſe looks, words , and proud Be- 
haviour , menace nothing but Ripours ; asif 
there were no advantage more glorious than 
to reduce a proud heart to love. Theſe ſame 
men wil] ſometimes love certain Women 
that uſe a thouſand Artyfices, and who are of- 
ten-times more difficult to vanquith ., than 
thoſe who are auſtere by profeſſion; they try 
yer others whoſe diſdainfu) humour with few 
words, and ſome ſmiles, ſeemerth to deſpiſe the 
whole Univerſe., and with whom ir 1s a crime. 
to dare only to behold them. I have ſeena- 
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nofcher Kind of Lovers who were for the Wo- 
- men-eallants , and of great Converſation, for 
thoſe who would ſhow them fair play , and 
whom nothing could ſhake ; in a word, who 
fove facility, andthe VVomen that are neceſſa- 
ry : But when an underſtan4Jing Lady ſhall 
mils of all theſe ſorts of Lovers, P11 not think 
her unfortuhare. 1 know very wellthat thoſe 
- who are already endued with Vertue, and 

love Diſtretion , delire not ſuch rediculous 
ones ;- there are for them enough that ſeek 
merit as well as beauty, who ſerve the Graces 
of the mind as well as thoſe of the body, an1 
who can love in a much more ſolid manner 
than the-6thers ; theſe are Lovers who ever 
2lve teſtimonies of a paſſion as reſpeaful as 
Violent, /4and think their ſervice well requited 
with a ſniataffe&ion,,, which a Miſtreſs of the 
humor 1 have deſcribed ſhall teftite ; they 
would not regquirea publick declaration from 
Her, : nor aty favour which mizht touch the 
rutes of Civility. Confels faid 2*Arignan that 
there'1s much Tyranny in thisCivility: * ef Ti 
_ muſt makethis Sex cloſe their Eyes for ſervi- 
ces, reſpets.,figh3.and for tears ; in fine for all 
that a Lover can do, lt would he the terribleſt 
thing'in the world? and ſuch an Invgraritude 
was never heard of before : You would then 
fail the Coliinrels d' Ermond to him have as 
fritteh 6f Complacency on our ſide, as there is 
Love Vn- Yours ;- it'it be true that Love is 
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the cauſe of your ſighing and weeping; whar 
do You think faid ſhe, that when a Lady hath 
ſeen in the Cavaleers eyes thar he hath a ten= 
dernels tor her, rhat ſhe is Obliged to declare 
to him what ſhe hath for him, is it not e- 
nough that ſhe ſeparateth him from others? 
that ſhe neareth-his ſighs,and explainethrhem 
as ſhe ought? that ſhe loveth to. fee her ſelf - 
loved ? that ſhe alſo pittiecth and bewailerh 
him, and in fine, that ſhe perhaps defireth 
what he deſireth ? without coming to what is 
tco difficult to do, and too dangerous for a 
Lady to tell her ſufferings in that caſe. Ir is 
true faid the Abbot in ſmiling , tharNit would 
be a very ſenſible recompence , and that the 
pleaſure would be gteat to be wade happy in 
that manner. By your leave Madam, I pray 
tel] me what ſweetneſs one can ſuck from a 
thing t hat ore is ignorant of; and how a Lo- 
ver ſhall know if he poſſeſſeth rhe happineſs 
he hath ſo much hoped tor , and for which he 
hath done fo much ſervice; if his Miftrels ne- 
ver ſaichany thing to him, and if he knoweth 
not in what manner he is ſeated in her mind, 
for my part I ſhould almoſt as ſoon love to be 
hated ; and I conclude that there isa neceſſity 
In Love to declaretheir minds on both-ſides : 
Nevertheleſs with:his Order, that the men 
are to begin , but the VVomen muſt ſecond 
rhem. Ifany Bodyibeſo nice as trothink it a 
thing ſo very troubleſome as to ſay { I love. 

You] as the Counteſs or es: make 
Pg us 
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us believe , let her ac tealt manifeſt to her 
Lover ſufficient tokens to make hin under- 
ftand rhe love ſhe hath for him , ſo that accor- 
ding to Mr. Abbot replied the ſame Counrets, 
thinys muſt be equally poiſed , and there muſt 
be no more difficulty 6n our part than there 
1s on yours; In tru'h You ſhow your ſelf 
bur a novice in Love-matte.s. Mr. gubo: ſai 1 
the Cavaleer to her hath nor fo little reaſon 
as you think, and if You dil what he hath 
ſaid, and thar on your parts you would no: 
feem ſo infenſible as you do,the.e would per- 
haps be more ſweetneſs in Jiſe than there ts 
found, Love would give a taſt-of his pleaſures 
to both Sexes, we ſhould not know rhe roi® 
ments, anJ the men would be delivered from 
an infiniry of Evils which they enlure for 
your ſakes : Theſe Gentlemen fſai:l the Dut- 
cheſs ſpeak for themſelves ; anl we muſt nor 
think ic ſtrange that they give us counſels fo 
| little reaſonable; however I would know the 
opinion of I'Armenton , for though he be 
inte eled inthe matter, I doubt not bur he 
will fpeak otherwite. I believe anſwered her 
d'Armenton., thit there would aſſure ily be 
much fweetneſs in Love it the Ladies: were a 
little indulgent , and if they would pa's over 
ſome ce tain conſiderations , and ſubmi* ro 
our firſt ſighs, ſince in effeft it is enourh to 
be loved as one loveth, to abſtain from betiy 
unhappy in Love, Madety, certain Odſervari- 
ons, anJI know no: wha: ocher icruples of 
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the Lallies cauſerf our ſorrows, maketh us J'- 
ment , from which we ſhouid be delivered _ 
were it the cuſtome among them to free v5 
from theſe powerful Obſtacles when they 1 
themſelves loved. But to ſpeak the truth» 
theſe celizhts and pleaſures would fade, and 
there are many that would not taſte them, if 
Love made us not to ſuffer. It is from 1hele 
cruel effefts which this paſſion preduceth jn 
the Soul of a Lover, that which pricketh us, 
and make-h us concerned, and in aword ,, it 
is a ſeaſoning of theplealure ; we comm on- 
ly eſteem but li:tlea thing that coſterh us no» 
thing, and a happineſs which we poſlels in 
quiet, we forſake it,and leave it without griet, 
for who will take it ? It is commonly the pain 
that giveth the price to things , it is difficulty 
which heateth our deſires, and we ſhould have 
. but celd ones , and conſequently ſmall plea» 
ſure; ſhould we take no pains, and futter a lite. 
tle to poſſeſs what we deſire. A Lover who 
is a Gentleman, and who. loveth as he oughr, 
ſhall find mcre glory and more ſatisfaftion in 
the Conqueſt of a heart that. hath held aut 
long, than .in the poſſeſſion of another. tharx 
is vanquiſhed with the firſt A tack, the paines 
7: ſHall have coſt him which ha.h.madeſomuc.h 
reſiſtance.wil: make him eſteemit Infinitely;h's 
love gad his plealure will continue the longer, 
he will neyer be cloyg1., and w1ll alwayes tear 
to loſs what he. hath obrajned- with nothing 
wu 6108/1 4 ; = Q 3 , 'N\ put 
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but a multitude of troubles. Love is no 
more: love if we diſarm him, and take away his 


arrows, A man cannot be termed Lover ex-_ 


cept he ſuereth 3 and T fay(anſwered the Ca- 
valeer ) that this mixture of bitters with 
ſweets ſpoileth the pleafure of Love, an4 that 
Love ts ſojwel love without them, that it ought 
to produce nothing but ſweetneſs ; fo that it T 
was capable of eſtabliſhing Laws, I would con- 
deinn theſe Cruel and Ingrateful Ones to the 
fame place of Exile where you have ſent the 
falle Lovers. The Ladies have not a Heart 
ditferent from Ours , they are not Inſenſible, 
and though our Sex cannot make ſhow of io 


much paſſion and tenderneſs as this, they 


nevertheleſs do. not forbear to have as we 
have,or to be capable as we are. Why all theſe 
RiÞours then ?. why this affeed ſeverity ? and 
why:not to manifeſt their deſires ſometimes. 
as muchas we? would it not be better thar 
there were none but happy Lovers and ſenſible 
Miftreffes, that tenderneſs goyerned every 
where,” that nothing was done but' In Love, 

and thattir were the chief of all things , as 
_ by/theLawot Nature it ought : Can one 
doubt that aGenelewoman would nor be glad 
ito 1eeher (elf loved by an accompliſhed Ge n- 
tlenun,::and more if ſhe loved him, and gave 
'avay t© her Ttelinition toaft;-and would ſhe 
Hot mich more if-ſherendred him happy, and 
pFevld fay {that Memiſhel jt ?wherefore be 


Armencon |. 


ſon. IEG: bod: nid not anal ad. . 


a Ya . a aim cw ws co © camAS 8 = Xx aca mn Tc... «es Dc ma and mo mA pA @iao a 


[ 199] 
Armenton you muſt contels that you are No 
in the right, an1 that VVomen being ſenſible 
of love, joy, and grief,as of all othcr paſſions, 
do theraſelves a moſt horrible Injuftice to tor- 
ment themſelves to cauſe our trouble,and that. 
they thould {follow other Laws than thoſe the 
Count hath preſcribed them. VVhatloever you 
can fay replied the Dutcheſs, we are Obljged 
to the Count for having taught the. YVomen 
an honeſt method of loving.,and torendert 
thing alike;ſome Lady in the Company ſhout 
ſhow 'the ſame to the men. T believe Ma» 
dam anſwered her the Baron, it is the Women 
only muſt be taught the art to Love , becauſe 
thereare but few that know it ; they eſteem jr 
a point of Honour to be marble-hearted, ang 
the Count authorizeth them 1n theſe Opini- 
nions;but for rhe men,they know but too wel 
how.to love, and the beauty of VVomen 'is a 
great Maſter to teach them, one thing they 
ſhould 'ſhow us is rhe manner to make them 
love us. VVell let us ſeethen faid Madam bg 
Armand to him what you can {ay upon it, 
You who hare been ſo ſuccesful in two op 
three places wherejn You have -continued; 
You would perhaps Madam anſwered her the 
Baron:make me believe that I have nat been 
nnhappy in Love , to engage me to tel) You 
what TI defire toknow , - and that. the Bvils: 
Hhaveſuffered make me diſcern that. Þamalrey 
gether Ignorant of it, I amnone. of 4 
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"who convert all into mildneſs, far from that. 


I am of thoſe fort of people to whom a little 
evill ſpoileth all the Fortune in the world ; 
Judge then if it be eaſe to be. perſwaded to 


what You fay; TI that in allmy Life haveen- 


Joyed ſo little felicity and ſo many Evil to 
endure; ſoit is thoſe Gentlemen do ſaid the 
Counteſs z*Ancire that would go-for diſcreet, 
and give a-good Opinion of their Carriage. 
Bur happy or unhappy, You ſhall however tell 
nswhich is the ſhorteſt way a Gentleman' can 
ch to cauſe himſelf to be loved by a Lady : 

alon would replyed the Baron , that in ſer- 


ving Ladies we ſhould obtain their good Opi- 


nions: Bur we muſt firſt know of themſelves 
after what manner they deſire to be ſerved, to 


_  theend we'may Oblige them accordingly, for 


ſome will after one manner, and others after a+ 
nother ; and there are ſome that deſire things 
fo particular , that a man would bevery much 


troubled to Divine ,- and that they ſometimes 


know nor themſelves. - Tt is for this -Reaſon 


added he, in regarding the Marchioneſs of 


Windal.that You muſt do it , who knoweth. all 
things that ' can pleaſe the perſons of Your 
Sex. It is You I fay that muſt take upon You 
the trouble ro tell us 'the manner of ſerving 
Ladies to'Ones advanta2e. - It would be a leſ- 


{onof great profit'for men, and thoſe: of the 


Company would: be: particularly Obliged 'to 


Mar 


dy 


of T4 — ith. a old acc. 
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Marchioneis ſtil] take this care , for You know 
well enough the cautions that muſt be obſer- 
ved. Nevertheleſs ſince Youdefire it, I will 
tell You that generally with all the world he 
that deſires to be loved muſt love ; and thar 
this quality ſufficeth a gallant Gentleman to 
keep himfelt from Leing hated by his Miſtreſs, 
Now if without making You bluſh continued 
ſhe in ſmiling, I may ſay in Your preſence that 
You have paſied tor one aimable enough 3 
and I will add further, that You would be 1o- 
ved more if You'did nor Jove in ſq mafiy pla- 
ces, for that cannot be called Love, Rivers dt- 
vided intofo many places do at length become 
ſmall Brooks : a heart divided among ſo many 
perfons, cannot have much Love for one only 
Ojet: Tn the mean time You fend our 
your.complaints, and give Your ſelf over to 


weeping , an4 to reproaches againſt moſt,of 


thoſe VVomen that You have ſerved, and.that 


have known you be:ter than the others , .2s. if 


they were Oblived to. love . a-better than 
You can do; there are ſome that You have toq 
well pe: ſwaded not quite to forlake You, I pit» 
ty them, eſpecially one of . my acqueintance, 
and who to a her part better, would have 
You ſeemingly. Courta Lady-her Neighbour; 
but T know not who wo-ild bethe moſtabuſed: 
If ir ſhould happen that You became really 1n 
Love with-this Neighbour, for without ſpea» 
king falſe , ſhe js roo Fair r9 lerve. tor a pre- 
Ci E tens 
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tence ; what You fay there Madam ( replied 
the Baron) is the unjuſteit thing inthe werl?, 
and it would be no great trouble to me to Jer 
you fee the contrary : If T might be beiieved 
when Iſpeak the truth, ir is a terriblerhing for 
a man when the VVomen are once fet to his 
difadyantage: I do all I can ro pleaſe the per- 
fon of whom the Marchioneſs {peaketh.I ſpare 
' neither care nor paines, I render her more Vi- 
fits than ever I did to any in this werld be» 
fore. T love her more than one can love, and 
yet you will have it only a prerence, I believe 
\ Unleſs I dyed for her I ſhould nor be believe: 
I may well complain--your Complaints them- 
ſelves interrupted the Marchioneſs, make it 
appear that there is Artifice in your procee- 
Ing, or at leaſt that You love her but little, 
ſince You defire of her what the would nor 
have You , againſt the firſt law of Love 
which Ordaineth that we muſt not deſire but 
what the perſon defireth whom we loye. Alas 
{aid the Baron, T deſire but too well what ſhe 
Qefireth, and.if T complain, it 1s of her Cru- 
elty, and that ſhe will.not grant me that I de- 
| fireofher; afrec which Tam well grounded to 
believe abcording tothe Law you fay , that ſhe 
foverh me not: Tt belongeth to him replie.| the 
Marchionesthat beginneth to love firſt,tobe al, 
fo the firſt to deſire ropleaſe and accomodate 
himſelf wholly to the humor of the perſon, he 
Condereth hemuſt govern himſelf to pleaſe her 
- Ty Wh 
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will, and make his defires to be the faves. of 
hers, his Soul it ſelf ought to Obey her in all 
things, and never to be transforme:! into any 
thing bur her if it were poſſible, and make it 
His latt Felicity : True Lovers ought to do: 
thus. My felicity replied the Baron, would 
doubtfefs be to have one will to be Miſtreſs of 
her heart and mine: but how ſhall this accord 
be made if ſhe never doth any thing for me, 
while I doall things for her ; if ſhe doth-nor. 
ſomething ſlacken this great ſeverity to give 
. meat leaft ſome hope. The Baron was there: 
when a Page came to te)] the Dutcheſs thar 
there was a great company of Perſons of Qua- 
lity newly arrived ; for which reaſon the Cir. 
cle was broke up ,” and this Queſtion went no- 
farther, that they migh: follow the Dutcheſs 
who went beforeto meet thoſe that came ta 
Vale-har. -7 _ | . 

The reſt ,of the Eyening paſſed in indiffe- 
rent diſcourſes , or in ſmall matters withour- 
any particular Entertainment, except the enſu- 
ing Song which Madamgilelle d' Armand gave 
IRE CRMPanyy - ne 
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CHAP. Vi. ' 


He Sixth day the Dutcheſs gave the Com- al 

pany an Entertainment , which I cannot [Þ 
relate here without making a long dizrefſion i 
of ſomething very Noble. Bur I believe it is f 
better not to trouble the Readers patience, | 
( for nothing troublerh it more than yigreflt- 
ons) that I ſay only in paffing that they had 
2 Ballanda Play, and towards the Evenin 
marvellous artiticlal Fire-works ; after whi 
they returned to form the Circle, and to pro- 
pole new Queſtions, E 

Macamoiſelle d'Armand addreſſed her ſelf 
firſt to d'Arignani to make the breach for a no= 
ble converſation.and he thus began. 

I :emember faid he.that the Count hath in» 
ſtrugei the Ladies how to receive a Declara- 
tion of Love, but no body hath yer ſaid in 
What manner it muſt be done, for in ſhhead- 
de} he, what muſt we hope from the fidelities, 
cares,an!! fervices which we do to theſe Fair- 
01:85 if they know nor upcn what deſign we 
dothem: Theie are many things anſwered 
Ma 'amoiſelle d'Armand that ſpeak but roo 
ruch what a man feels when he is in Love, e- 
ven to ſilence ; all things ſpeak in Love; that 
15 certain replied d'Arignan : But how many ].. 
Miſreſſes are there that feem blind to a\l = 

re _—. 


[_ 208 } 


reſpefs which the Lovers have for them, and 
ſhow them, to all that ſighes may make them 
underſtand ; fo thar aJl theſe: advancements 
being without etect, or at leaſt without ex- 
chanze, a miſerable Lover is at Jenzth con- 
. trained to complain , and from Complaint 
to palsto a Dec aration. TI would then deſire 
ſome body to learn me the ſecret ( if there be 
ally one) ro explain ones ſelf ro a Miſtreſs, 
without going 1n danger to difpleafe her. Me- 
thinks proceeded he, that 1t would very well 
agree with Macamoiſelle d*Armand to do it : 
Tf ſhe would have the goodnefs to tell us any 
thing , as I am not in a humor anſwered this 
Lady to receive a Declaration of this nature in 
" what manner ſcever, I caltnot tell You any, 
' bur would diſpleaſe me. I wi!l truly tel] you 
that to be loved or not tobe loved, is nor fo 
indifferent to me, but I could deſfre it; it is a 
defiretoo natural to our Sex 3 but IT would if 
it.were poſſible for me very much to hinder a 
man from entertaining me of his Love, if 
through hazard he had any for me. ſo much re- 
lating to me; and for the reſt , I would ever 
counſela friend not to ſpeak till te laſt extre- 
mity , andr> have deneall things before he 
cometh to theſe words ( I love You and ir 
muſt alſo be done with ſo much diſccerion.and 
ſo preperly, that he muſt coniiger cf it often 
before he ſaith it. If it be ſo troubleſome a 
thing ſaid the Abbot ſmiling to ſay thar one 
loveth, 


1 


"Lo _ 


loveth, it muſt be in writing on the contrary 
replied Madamoitelle d'Armand to him; ' if he 
be a man that is diſcreer , ad: underſtanderh 
Heroial Gallantry;, he willmot uſe this means, 
You fay there is leſs trouble n It . but there is 


| . alſomoredanger 1n 1t ; and one 1s rarely-ſi; © 


cesful becauſe - the liberty 1s greater, and that 
2 Lady much ſooner excuſeth a word eſcaped 
from ones mouth, than what is writ to her, IT 
know not replied the Baron , but 1f I be not 
deceived, whatever grimaces theſe Ladies 
make to us,when we declare to them the pafſi- 
on we have for. them, ſince according to the 
confeſſion of Madamoiſelle d'Armond her ſelf 
they are glad to be loved,& I believe nor in the 
end that they will be diſpleaſed with one for 
telling it. to them : In truth Touare deceived 
replyed the Marchionefs to him, and the moft 
part of Lovers do;bur il! ro truſt to that Opi- 
nion.: What muftthey do then repjied the 
Duke on aſudden if'it be me You-ask-ſaid the 
fame Lady to him, I will re! 1 You my mind, .A 
Lover who bath a defire to preceed tos Decia- 
ration, ought to do.it witha moſt reſrectful 
Carriage ,and inthe ſame moment fo diſcreer- 
ly, that his words may inſenſibly difpofe the 
mind of his Miſtreſs favourably to receive 
what he will fay tro:her,and that they tnay have 
a double meaning by which meanes he; may 
deliver himſelf from trouble , if he ſeeth her 
in a-humor to give tim _m_ > for elſe it 

; were 


i 
wereto ruine him'; a Lady that had been ac= 
cultgmed to live fanniliarly with him , and to 
treax him like a. friend of eſteem and tender- 
neſs, would beno more fo, bur very reſerved 
as ſoon as he hath declared himſelf her Lover, 
and would deprive him of all the civi] friend- 
thip which ſhe had granted him before , by 


reaſon of the tenderneſs ſhe had for him ; ic K 


ts becauſe of this ,, thar thoſe Lovers who are 
thus carried away by their paſſion fcarce ever 
have good ſuccets , becauſe that the. VVomen 
ſeek above all things to have reſpe&t ſhowed 
them , and they think that to make a publick 
declaration of Loveto ſthem, is to bereave 
them of what is their due. I know no dif- 
creet VVomanat leaſt but would be Offended 
at it , ' although ſhe might have a ſtrong incli- 
nation for him that might {ſpeak to her of his 
love. It is certain added the Counteſs d'Ans 


eyre, that we ſhali ſee no underſtanding VVo- - 
- man that would not bluſh upon a like occaſion. 


Thar is true replied d*Arignan; bur I pray tel} 


me by what motion 1s it they bluſh, for I ima- 


2ine it 1s nct alwalez for anger : However it 
is rep'ied the Marchioneſs , ſmiling at the de- 
mand-of 'Ariguan ,. it is my Opinion that a 
- Gentleman ſhould make his a@ions and his 
ſighs ſpeak before he ſpeaketh himſelf; there 
are many. ſaid d'Armenton as hath already been 
faid, rhar-contribute to the revealing of a Lo- 
vers deſigns and inclination ; a figh arid a fer. 


yice 
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; vice rendred in due ſeaſon a ſmall fear } ſome 
reſpe&s ona certain occaſion ; all theſe things 
in their proper feaſonare oftent imes more ef- 
feual , and better underſtood than the finoo- 
theſt Rhetorick in the world ; there is no bo- 
dy but may apprehend the Eyes meaning.thoſe 
are the fairhful Meſſengers that bring the news 
_ of what paſſeth in the heart, and they have 
quite another: power than the tongue ; info- 
much that they diſcover the moſt ' hidden 
thoughts , and penetrate ſometimes even to 
| the heart of the perſons loved , and auſe in 
them the fame ardour with which they them- 
ſe]ves are inflamed : Do you believe thar- a 
Miſtreſs how deafo ever ſhe ſeemetit, doth 
not underſtand what the eyes tell her ; when 
ſhe ſeeth how pitrifully they turn towards 
her, how they fix tpon hers , as If they were. 
made faſt ro them, and turn away again az if 
they were dazled: Tr is true it 1s good to 
Husband this Language, and to beware the 
diſcovering ones paſſion to thoſe from whom 
it ſhould be the moſt concealed. We ſeldome 
love without Jealoutie , or without a Rival , 
who continually obferves the motion of t heſfe 
innocent Interpreters, eſpecially from perſons 
who are moſt to be ſufpefted:; A Lover hath 
but two Eyes, and a Jealous Husband hath 
four , he ſeeth- before and behind ; for which 
reaſon a Judicious man ought to govern him- 
ſelf wiſely , and to —_ himſelf according 
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..to time and place, and when he hath cauſe to 
fear to deprive himſelfof ſo ſweet a pleaſure ; 
rhe more ſecretly a Love is kept ( 1 mean of 
thele Loves: which are nor permitted, and 
which are now notwirhftanding very much A- 
Jamode ) the ſweeter it is : and we know to 


how many evil Conſequences the leaſt inclina- | 


tion is ſubje& to when it is revealed ; and I 
{1id the Cavaleer I believe that the great ſe- 
cret is nor to make it ſo mucha miſtery. We 
believe that an inclination doth nor proceed 
fo far, that they need to give themſelves the 
trouble ro conceal it; and the world is now 
{o much upon one matter , that they take rhe 
moſt amorous things for ſimple Gallantry , 
when they are done in company ; whereas 
they that take the other part are in continual 
Alarms, becauſe indeed the leaft appearance to 
them is a deaths wound ; they imagine very 
often that there is more than they ſee, and 
more than there is, and it is a pleafureto them 
to tell it, becauſe they believe it not to be 
known. How many Women are there who 
live with a Famlliarity, without exarhple with 
their Gallants,even before their Husbands,who 
perhaps would ſuſfpett all things if they did 0- 
therwiſe. I know one whoſe Husband is more 
jealous than any man,who could never endure 
that any one ſaw herexcept one of my filends, 
becauſe ſhe treateth him familiarly before his 
tace, and yer it is the only One that ever _ 
O - 
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obtained theſgood-will ofthis Lady : Theſe 
things happen ſeldom replied d'Armenton, 
and for my part IT hold that the ſureſt way is 
to love in private, and that one cannot be 
too cautious before thoſe that are Interefled. 
We muſt difſemble, ſay that'we leaſt think of, 
and ufe conftraint conſtantly , or elſe we- may 


| bein danger to loſeall. TI believe replyed de 


Ariguan, that theſe maxims are good , but ſo 
difficult to Obſerve, that they are almoſt im- 
poſſible for a paſſionate Lover : We have not 
alwayes an occafion-to find a Miſtreſs without 
a witneſs, and there are ſome that are neverto 
be ſeen but in company; and if we mult always 
practice what you ſay, werun the danger of 
being long betore we do'our buſineſs, and ne- 
ver to receive content. We mult love in tran- 
quility that it may not appear a little, when 
wee the perſon we love. Thofe that know 
how to love as they ſhould do replyed de 
Armenton, find Expedients for all things,/and 
meanes to make them to be underſtood-- al- 
thongh they have little Fntelligence, withour 
being underſtood by others', and without a- . 
muzing me to particularize all thoſe ſmal! ſe- 
crets to you , ſince you cannot have been in 
love, for not to have known much your ſelf, I 
will only tell you what. hapned a few dayes 
ſince in company where I waz 3 two Lovers 
whom the jealouſie of a Husband did for fome 
time hinder thcm from ſeeing each other , ha- 

TY ving 
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ving in an aſſembly entertained each other 
moit tenderly by the ſide of a Table,and which 
ſeemed moſt indifferent ; there was none bur 
I in the whole company that did {uſpe& their 
diſcourſe to be of Love; they were fo expert 
25 to uſe ſome indifferent marter to entertain 
each other aloud before the company.and from 
time to time when they talked of the moſt in- 
ward ſecrets ef their hearts they ſpoke to each 
other ſoftly : And this ſcene confinue(l above 
two hours without ſeeming to look ohe on a- 
nother , and as perſons that -had the leaft ace 
quaintance together; there are yet many other 
pleaſant wayes upon which time, places, and 
tne perſons muſt givea Diſcreet Lover coun- 
_ fel, forit would be impoſſible to form certain 
Rules. Tn truth the matter is too large re- 
plyed the Baron. & it is ] ove that muſt infiru&t 
us in that, he who is the Father of I nventions, 
and who alwayes favoureth a Lover when he 
hath recourſe to him : But the thing which I 
would at preſent know , and which 1s Nor leſs 
;mportantin Gallantry than it is to be difcreer 
In publick, and to love in private: It is the 
manner how to conſerve our ſelves in our Mi- 
ſtreſſes favour , tor it is the chiefeft thing we 
fail in, and of many Lovers who can perfealy 
gain theeſteem of a Lady ; I ſee but very few 
that know how to conſerve it, which is a great 
defect, and which cauſeth us to enjoy the hap- 

pineſs to be loved ,, when we love bur a little 
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time: I believe that after ſo many pretty.mat- 
ters as hath been propoſed, this here may de- 
{ſerve the pains of a continued converſation. It 
1 this that doth evidence the mensinconſtancy: 
I am certain at leaſt that we often-times need 
to feek no other cauſe than their unquiet ſpi- 
rit , which is weary of a Happineſs as ſoon as 
they poſſeſs it , whatever trouble it hath coſt 
them to Obtain it : From thence you may 
judge whether the Women have no reaſon 
not to engage themſelves fo far in Love , and 
neverto ſubmit if they can avoid it : Wemay 
alſo replyed the Cavaleer accuſe the Women 
of Inconſtancy , but that is not thething,and F 
believe that the ſamc meanes that are ufed to 
obtain the Ladies good wills, may al- 
{Do ſerve to maintaln us in them . and the 
great ſecret in this 13 to endeayour alwayes 
to pleaſe them , and not ro do any thing 
that may in any -wiſe Offend them... It 
is no leſs difficult added d'Armentan to give 
Leſſons for this Article than for the other, 
becauſe there areſo many cautions to obſerve, 
and ſo mauy Errors we are (ubje& to commit, 
that there are many things to be examined be- 
fore we come to the principal : The greateſt 
Lovers are commeply thoſe that commit the 


- moſt faults, becauſe they are blinded by their 


paſſion, and becauſe that Love and Reaſon ſel- 


dom accompany each other ; It they are jea- 


lous, they give way to a thouſand Follies,they 
P4 _ 
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are not inthe leaſt circumffett they fpeak ill 


_ of their Rivals, rhey otfend'the perſon they 


lovea hundred wayes', they bring upon her a 
thouſand misfortunes, and endeavour to ruine 
her if they can ; they are in love.and they be- 
lieve they have nothing to anſiyver , be it to 
whom 'it ' will in their going aſtray 3 the 
fhacow of a man near their Miſtreſs frizhteth 
them, they cannot endure to ler her ſee any 
bedy, even not in rheir preſence : If ſhe whiſ- 
pererh to any one,tholſe arealarums which de- 
prive them of their Senſes; if they turn their 

yes towards their Rivals, it is a Crime inex- 
cuſable;, and in tine, they put a double ſenſe to 
every word ſhe ſaich . of which there is al- 


 waies fome one which they interpret to be in 
favour of thoſe they fear, But what are the 


fruits of all theſe Extravagancies ? they ſerve 
but to diſpleaſe the mind ofthis Fair-one,who 
15 ar length weary of ſo unjuſt and infuppor- 


table a proceeding; there is nuthing the Wo- 


men hate more than ſervitude, their ambition 
ever extendeth to command over thole whom 
they by Natures right ſhould Obey ; and all 
their atm is to be disburthened of that trou- 
blefome Yoak which' Nature hath impoſed up- 


on them : If they cultivate their Beauty, it is 


but to obtain atloration; "If they Love, It is 
Hut to make their Maſters oecome their ſlaves; 
Þut when theſe ſlavez will retake their firſt au- 
thority, and play the Maſters , then Is it oy 
$6 "_ (> 
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diſpleaſure flameth,and that they deſpife toſee 
themſelves miſuled by people that had vowed 
them an eternal Servitude , cauſerh them to 
ſeek revenge ; the greateſt part of Lovers 
loſe their Miſtreſles in this manner. There 
are yet another ſort who are nat- ſo extrava- 
gant, bur by a trick of vain fore-ſighr render 
themſelves unhappy, and help forward theat- 
fairs ot thoſe whom they would deſiroy; they 
willte!la Miſtrels thar ſuch a one doth love 
her to Oblige her to ayoid him; they will 
entreat her not to be in his company alone, 
and not te give him occaſion to engage him- 
ſelf any further; an4 TI remember ſomethinge» 
* this etfe&t which [ heard not very long ſince 
touching a Lover of this fort who made ſome 
reproaches to his Miſtreſs near to this purpoſe ; 
why Madam ſaid he to her, will you ſeem thus 
obſtinate as to tel] me he loveth You not ? do 
Not I ſee it ? doth he not partake of all your 
counſels? doth he not atfe& to bein Your 
preſence? doth henot ſigh ſo foonas you 
caſt alook upon him? in fine, dothhe not 
die for You? this perſon to whom he ſpoke, 
who was truly innocent , and who had obſer- 
ved none of theſe things becoming for the 


furure more curious , found indeed that ſhe 


was loved , and the ſucceſs of theſe reprca- 
ches was, tmt ſhe loved alſo, which ſhe per 
haps had not dene if this jealous one had 
Not taken rhe trouble to give her — ud 
orbl 
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forbid her;thus it is that theſe people through 
a ſtrange ps png are Authors of all the 
Evillthat fall upon them ; I have ſeen yer 0- 
thers who have thought ro make their Love 
{ſecure by ſpeaking il] of their Rivals, and 
which it is that a VVoman ſeldom believeth fo 
ſoon as ſhe knoweth the deſign : On the con- 
trary, as ſhe is perſwaded that it proceedeth 
from an eife& of Jealoufie , ſhe doth bur 
laugh art it , and will ſometimes take the part 
of him Intereſſed; in this T will confefs my 
weaknefs anſwered the Baron to that, I am 
not capable of ſpeaking well of my Rivals,and 
when I have an opportunity to do them harm, 
T can ſcarce forbear it : 1 would know ſome 
more c1vi] manner of ruining them. You know 
the Proverb replied the Count , which faith 
that when an Adverſary is in the water up to 
the middle, You muſt give him your Hand to 
help him out 3 bur when he is in up to the 
Chin, Yon mult ſer your foot on his head and 
drown him quite. There are many People 
that do the ſame with.their Rivals , and until 
they find a fair Qccaſion to ruine them quite, 
'_ they diſſembleand live well with them, bur fo 
| ſoonas they ſeethem upon the brink of the 
Precipice,they give them the laſt puſhto throw 
them down. I fay proceeded he what is done 
ſometimes, and not 
one to do; for all thefe proceedings are ſome 
thing unworthy of a Gentleman, and I _ 
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have a lover bear it abovehis Rivals by means 
of his merit and ſervices; it is ealie for one 
that hath wit, and when a Miſtreſs knowerh 
theworld, to cauſe her to obſerve the diffe- 
rence there is between man and man, love and 
love, ſervice and ſervice. Moſt Lovers ruine 
themſelves, without it be neceſſary :tor a Ri- 
val to work their ruine : Thereare ſome who 
full of Vanity, to give their Miſtreſſes a good 
Opinion of them, will boaſt of ſome Favours 
to her, which they perhaps never received. 
Others there are, who on the contrary will 
make as if they were misfortunate , and will 
aſſure one thar they have never obtained any 
Love ; .as if ir were no prejudice to them to 
be taxed of want of merit: But what do you 
think of thoſe that daily rell their Miſtreſles 
that their Rivals are much happier than they, 
and that they reproach her , that ſhe treaterh 
them beſt? T believe lt is rather a meanes to 
ſerve ones Rival, than not to do it : Thereare 
yet a thouſand Rencounters in which many 
Lovers are undone , who have not the art of: 
governing themſelves in their Felicity z andif 
Love be a Seaas they ſay, we muſt conteſs 
that Indiſcretion eſpecially i5 a ſhelf on which 
the greateft part of theſe Gentle-men-ſighers 
| ſuffer fhipwrack ; He that deſfireth to pleaſe 
11 Love, ought to know how to bereſpe&ful 
and diſcreet : andhe that will rule muſt be - 
 filent, It is firange ſaid the Marching ou 
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Ciſcretion being the principalleſt quality a Lo- 
ver ought to be endued with ) that there 
ſhould be fo few that make uſe of it, and that 
this ſecret muſt alwayes be recommended to 
the men. T avowy anſwered the Baron to her, 
to our confuſion , that it. is the moſt eſſential 
Vertue in-Love, and which neverthelels we 
conſider the leaſt: There are very few men 
that have power to keep a Love ſecret , and 


were there not often many VVomen that of- - 


ten oblige us to this weakneſs, I know not 
how we could excuſe our ſelves: it would be a 
very delightful matter replied Madam d@vyrac 
for ſome of us to relate why there are ſo few 
men-diſcreet : Tt ſhall be d'Armenton ſaid the 
 Abbot,for heis much enclined to ſpeak for you 
againſt the men , and here is a ſubje& wil] coſt 
him little. It ſhall be rather You replyed 
Madamoiſelle d'Armond:, for You have been 
long ſilent, and we will ſee a little,if afteryou 
have paced the Women ſo much beneath the 
men. You aan retire the men from ſo naughty 
a walk, to place them only oppoſite to the 
Women. TI know too little anſwered the 
Abbor what belongeth to Love to know how 
to reſolve! You how to keep an amarou; mi- 
ſtery ſecret , and I will tell You no more up- 
on that than what I have'read in Pvid. Pvid 
Sir, interrupted the Counteſs d'Ancyre ; You 
quote to us a very pleafant Author, Is it not 
he that counſelleth Lovers to feizn themſelves 

in 


Lg 


PE ES 


a 


h 
; 


— 
re 


nes Nan 6s A 


CO A re TTY 


| &:) 3 Bk | 
in drink when they are with their Miſtrelies, 
chat all the liberties they take with ther may 
the more eaſily be excuſed ; and in another 


place he propoſeth a fine manner of declaring 


Love ; he faith rhat if we find an Opportunt- 
ty to be with our Miſtreſs at any Banquet., we 
muſt when we hold theglaſs in our hand, dip 
our finger in the Wine, and aſterwards upon 
the Table write down our Love for her; I 
heard theſe from a Gentleman thar had read 
Ovid very much , but would nor imitate him. 
If this cuſtome replyed the Abbot , ſeemeth 
now rediculous to You, it was not perhaps in 
the dayes of Dvid: Tt is becauſe the men 
ſaid d'Arignan are now more knowing in 


Love , and I believe that if it were poſſible - 


for Ovid to riſe again , he would cry up Max- 
1m's which he would expoſe to the Publick, 
that would now lute with none but Serving- 
Maids. Let us leave Dvid then ſaid the Mar- 
chioneſs , and let us obſerve what the Abbot 
will tell us upon the Queſtion propoſed, fince 
You'w1ll not anfwered the Abbot ler me uſe 
this Author, I mult tell You what T my ſelf 
conceive upon this matter : Firſt I believethar 
diſeretion conſiſteth in avoiding a]l things that 


may breed diſturbance, and make a noiſe ; and 


on the other ſide beware, that in endeavouring 
to be too diſcreet, Yoube not at all : There 
are ſome Lovers who will not make uſe of a- 
ny one in their Loves out of fear of oy a 

ecrer 
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ſecret with any one that may deceive them : 
Bur in all the Myſteries of this Nature a confi- 
dent is ſo neceſſary, that You cannot be with- 
out; a man in Love 1s -daily preſſed with his 
paſſion, he is every deſirous to ſpeak, write 
to, or ſee his Miſtreſs , and toeale this eager- 
neſs which bereaveth him of his repoſe; He 
ſtandeth often in need of a perſon that is of 
his Intelligence, andendeavouring to do all, 
we ruine and deſtroy all : This Paſſion which 
tranſporteth us, and whoſe aim is only at ſa- 
tisfaQtion, is not accuſtomed to be over-cau- 
tious, it looks neither to theright nor to the 
left , but only before it, and fo that there be 
not any thing to hinder her courſe, it ſeemeth 
not concerned at thoſe t hat follow it by ſight : 
There is nothing the world taketh' 4 mucty 
paines in, than to diſcover the proceedings of 
an Inclination ; they are all curious to know 
the ſecret of an Intrigue, andas ſoon as they 
diſcover the glimps of any thing, they will pe- 
netrate to the bottom : Ir is but fuſpefing a 


_. amanin Love witha woman, to have a delire 


to know the truth of what paſſeth, a he 
or ſhe confident of whole fidelity one is aJu- 
red, ſave a Lover from this danger , they ma- 
hage a buſineſs better than he , they proceed- 
with more care, and beſides their ſupplying 
with CounſZls, and with the Favour they have 
with a Mifireſs ; they help many failings 


 whicha Lover would have committed : 'T ex- 


rend 
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tenda little upon this matter, for thar ther@ 
are many people who think thewſelves very 
expert in Love, and who make It one of their 
moſt principal points in diſcretion , not to 
let any one know of tkeirr Intrigue, and to 
make uſe of no body, but to do all things by 
themſelves: In the mean time You ſee thar 
thele nice {pirtts abuſe themſelves, fo grofly I 
ſay, that it is moſt certain that an afſured con- 
fident is the moſt Important matter in an amo- 
rous commerce. To this let us add the pleaſure 
there is in telling a faithful friend theſweetsone 
hath taſted witha Miſtreſs. the charms of thar 
amiable Creature,the joy one hath to love her, 
for theſe are certain things which lie heavy 
upon the heart of a Lever when he hath not 
the fatisfa&ion to tell it to ſome Body. Do 
You not Obſerve ſaid the Dutchels Interrup- 


ting him , how the Abbot will prove himſelf 


unskilfu} in Love-affairs; however all that he 
hath ſayd even hitherto , is a ſubtil Gallantry? 
Tkno w not replied the Counteſs YErmand, 


whither all that he hath hitherto ſaid be ſd_ 


gallant, bur I find it not very near the mat- 
ter : The Queſtionis to know the Reaſon why 


the men are, ſo Indiſcreet ? and the Cautions 


that are to be Obſerved to practice this Ver- 
rue , and hegoeth and telleth vs the neceflity 
there is to have a Confident , as if that had a- 
ny Analogy with difcretion : Yes Madam re- 
plied the Abbot to her, afſnredly ir bath; ._ 
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You ſhall ſee if You will grant me the Favour 
to hear me, that I wander not ſo much from 
my Subje& ; I would bring the matter to the 
ations , which they ſhould not do publickly ; 
for beſides that, ſomething of it hath already 
been ſaid : It were neellefs to glve Leſſons 
for defaults, in which there are. none but 
block-heads, and people full of Vanity that 
can fall into them. J choſe rather to uſe a 
fubje& ſomething more de\icate, and to make 
it appear that that was not to be diſcreer to 
defire to be tvo much; and that a man cannor 
beaccuſeld of Indiſcretion that confides his Se- 
cret in a Friend who can ſerve him in that af- 
fair; and becauſe of that, I have let You ſee 
of what Importancea Confident was : This 1s 
well-juſtifieJ ſaid the Dutcheſs , and although 
. the Abbot did not direaly anſwer theQueſii - 
on propoſed ,. I find that what we Treat of is 
not too far from the matter ; That to declare 
that nor only one may, but mult have a Con- 
fident in Love. Wemuſt have been in Loye 
(proceeded theAbbot) to know how many oc- 
caſions are fit for afriend az I ſay inan Intrigue 


of AﬀeAton.and the neceſſity there is to have 


one to whom one might communicate all 
things. The Abbot faid the Cavaleer. will at 
length perſwadeus maugre him , that. he hath 
been in Love; for my part T am. of his Opini- 
cn, and I hojd that is the ſafeſt w.ay of loving 
to make uſe of a third perſon ; and that we: 


are - 
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are lefs ſubje# to fin againſt diſctetion. 22A 
Confident added the” Baroh doth: doubtleſs 
Mmuch'contribureto manage d Love-afairgit- 
creetly */ »But' roſpeak eruch ) the Women'are 
often the cauſe them(elyes;; (as T haveabeady 
ſaid Jof thefaults which we conmic;againft thee 
Verrue'z their evil condutrendtetthr us: Indif- 
creet , lome Yor being'too tenet ; others -by* a 
certain'ambitton'which they hiveroſeckwaily 
to:make! new. Conqueſts,, {and! to 1defirt the 
whole Univerſe :to' Jove:them;':ithofe who 
deckithiemſelves with cruelty , and whorhilik 


| they dotthemſelves honour by beings Inſenſi- 


ble, are conftrained talove in the end and 
they Immdgine ir fo much Glovy to tte people 
ſuffer for their ſakes , thart'they would thank 
they ſhould ruinea{l if they-leſned any thing 
of their rigor ; they look upon thole paines, 
thofe reſtleſs minutes; and all thoſe Torments = 
in which their Lovers liveas Infallibletokens 
that'they are beautiful , and they Triumph in 
that ic dependerh : upon ther 'to rendeti-men 


' happyor miſerable; the ambirious. ones: feed 


themſelves with rumour, and make their hap- 
pineſs conſift in the noiſe which the Croud - of 
their Adoters make-3. they keep an account; 
amd judpe ofthe power of their Charmes. by 
the quantity of their Lovers: :Tt1s. eaſie:to 
ſee thatthele two Charafters of VYVomen are 
capable of ' making us. commit many Indiftre- 
'tions, excepting the danger they run of: ever 
- 1; | meeting 
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meeting this condue irom true Lovers; ſome 
as much in love as they are, do inthe end 
grow: weary of ſuffering ; and paſs from one 
extremity to another , when they will wholly 
cpprels them. - Others think it a. trouble to 


dr/viea happinels, amongſt fo many Rivals, 


which they thought they. alone had well me- 
rited. - There is yet replied the. Cayaleer, a 
ſort of women. who Oblige the men to be no 
leſs Indiſcreer than the others ,. and: theſe are 
thoſe who having many_admirers ,; give 'tkem 
all hopes of being loved, and take delight co 
breed alwayes ſome jealouſie among thew,they 
know, how to detain thoſe that are ready to 
eſcape them, and to ſuppreſs the vanity of 
thoſe that dare promiſe hemlelyes roo much 
from them, and who put too much confidence 
in the favours thry receive from them; they 
favour ſometimes one and ſometimes another, 
and cut rhe heart: of this witha: glance, with 
which they Oblige the ether ; in fine; theſe 


are Miſtrefſes in Goſſipping,- 'and not In love. 
Theſe are the ſprings of Hatred and Quarrels | 
among Rivals , and theſe: Fair-ones are thus 


the cauſe of many: evi] Confequences. We 


may make a long diſcourſe againſt women 
laid d'Arignan , 1f we would examine all the 


reaſons they give us to deſtroy them. How 
many(without proceeding further)do we ſee 
of rhoſe who aft er a Lover hath manifeſted to 
them all the poſſible Tokens of an —_— 
\ | paſſi= 
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- Paſſion when they will have heard him, ahd 
. When they have promiſed. chem. that part in 
their heart which they could reaſonably pre- 
- tend:t0; begin when he leaſt thinketh of it, 
- and ſindeth himſelf. engaged nor to revoak it 
to.pretend difficulty, and to ſeem to doubt of 
| his Inclinations, and make a pretence for no- 
thing;to begin all his cares and ſervices af: eh, 
- as if he had yet done nothing ; a Lover is 
well rec 1a for the paineshe hath: raken by 
ſuch a Miftreſs ; he muſt needs be patient that 
deſpite dath not make him exceed the bounds 
of his]duty. |, Thus indeed You ſee ſaid the 
Abbot how the one half of Your gallant La- 
dies are the cauſe of their own misforrune , 
and how the Indiſcretian of men is-ofteneſt a 
cauſe of their Evil condu& ; yes if we will 
believe You faid the Marchioneſs ; bur.t be- 
longerh to none but us to let You fee thar for 
one Imprudent woman,there are ten thouſand 
Impertinent Ones ; ifyye muſt give them their 
. Name, it would bea long peice of work for 
us to. undertake to tell You how many .men 
'thereare of this ſort.  T befieve anſwered her 
the Cavaker,that there are but few cf the kind 
You meytion , but the VVomen have given 
' them caule robeſo. By your leave Sir,reply . 
| Ed the Counteſs v?Ancyre, is there any thing 
| that can-Qblige a man tobe diſhoneſt, or Im-- 
prudefi:?; The fame things replied the Cava- 
& go not always by rhe ſame name.and there 
* + WW Are 
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| areCrimes which reaſdh and juſtice authorize; 
- T know Miſtrefſes who ſel] their. Favours too 
- dear to content them ouly for having received 
''them, we ſhould think very often that we had | 
paid too much 'for them, had we not the ho- | 
nour of them by the pleaſure : The Cavaleer | 


tinued longer if the artificial ' Fire-works 
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ſmiledat theſe words, to which Madam d'@y- 
rac anſwered that they ſhould no more be Fa. 
vours if they could be bought ,, and that a 
Lover ſhouldnot} think himſelf honoured by 
them, when he had not obtained them by the 
power of his merit as much as by his ſervices. 
Here the Converſation ended ; it had con- 


had nor waſteda part of. the Evening : Bur 


however the enfuing Song was ſung admira- | * 


ble well by Madamoiſelle 8'Armond at there- | 
queſt of the Company. FE, 
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FJ fe ferarh day, or rather the Seventh E- 
: vening , ſince. we mul here end,and. ſince 
it is the laſt Converſagion with which. I ſhall 
entertain the Reader,the Company met ſome+ 
- thing betimes in the, Garden,, . where, waiting 
for: the, Dutcheſs whom ſome atfair_ hadde- 
layed, they ſpent . the time in dancing ſome 
Branlies round a Fountaly ; d*Armenton who. 
was in an Age wherein Dancing is almoſt out 
of ſeaſon, acquitted himſelf notwithanding'ſo 
well; that we might afſuredly: fay that Age is 
nor the ſame with al} the world; _ At this In-: 


ſane the Dutcheſs, arrived, ,and although: ſhe. 
had long known d'Armenton ,. ſhe cpuld nor: . 
forbear {iniling to: ſee 2.man thus.,trumph. in. 
' Dancing , who had paſſed; fifty Years, of jhis 
Age.: By what. I perceiyefaid fhe,, dArmen- 
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veneral , bur that it may be true to fay rhax 
Dancing like Love--and-Gallantry--are-net-al- 
together diverſions for,pgrians.of your Age, 
and I, T believe Madam replyed the famepar- 
cy, Fart we are never more capable of the 
rains You ſpeak 6f-chah- in che &bewherein 
Tan; and fer Love;"ir belonyeth to us to 
wake we of 'it as WE ought. /-'Y ou were very 
IngeniGus' man faid{ the” Cayaleer” ro: him; if 
You wout#take uf5dn! You the Trouble''to' 
mate ws utiderftan what you there fay-;' for: 
in ifiy Opitiion it is"a'thing 'very difficult-to 
w#htain, and I believe there 1s' no Body here 
but is poamnſt it, an4Þut'who would 'be'glad 


ro hear You diſcourſe Ypon-a ritatter'{6 con-' 


fary td the Opinion sf all the' world; Thus 


tation. ' Tf You pled Madam added! he; ih 
#ddiefling'her ſelf to:the -Durchels ;' this" ve 


will Rt dpon'; the E.ehing is delightful}, and: 


rhe'place wherein we atf& very pleafant, -and 


me-tHinks I ſee'd'Arthenton' ready to relate fo 


us ſomething that is'Gallane', to make 'us diſ- 
cern that” Gallantry 18/4 Latid wherein People 
chat'ate effffited with his Qualities, und! with! a 
wit ſOready as his, mdy'@& aMtimes-enrer; the 
Durchefs did not Oppeſe this'deſigne, arid the 
reſt oftheCompany doinis' like 'the Dutcheſs 


they formela Ring upon a$teen Bank; after. 


wich d'Armenton lecins them ready to 2m 
= 0 : 11M 


ſaidche Lady Dindil wehhave acci detivally-en 
tred Ito 4watter for a very- plealaiit Conver- | 
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him attention, began in this manner. |, 7, 

TI ſee well faid(he ſmiling )tharjit is to:juſti+; 
fie w hat-I alwayes take ſomuch paines to con«. 
ceal, ito;idefire:tb maintain that Love,apper- 
tatnerh more r0-a ;man iwho .exceedeth; fifty, 
than.to-thoſe: who are: not; twenry or twenty; 
one. But#ince-I- have. undertaken it I will not- 
recoil ,, 1ſhaltatleaft give:Yau to underſtand, ! 
that though: Tam Old 5 Age is not ſuch as. the 
Vulpar: believe it-ro:be;; and that. it is without; 
reaſon: thar- they would,geprive them. of the, 
pleaſures of Love, that: they. know how - to; 
take mas to reltſh 'themy more happily--than 
Youth : | You'muſt firſt 'glye me leave if You 
pleale beforeany thing. elfe ;-ro make a ſmall 


«2 


-digreſſion ,tand to tell You firſt what Love is, 


and in. whay: that Felicity confiſteth which 
Loversfind:,” and afterwarus you will agree: 
with me, that this paſſion; doth not Illy ſuite 
with gray.hairs., and-that.one muſt be no man. 
at a]] not+to be capable. ' Love then according; 
to-the Ancients, is a Celire to enjoy beauty. 
and: tincei we: deſire nought but whar .-we 
know, it' muſt neceſſarily be that-knowledg pre- 
cederh defire,:the eyes, reiſon,. andthe mind. 
cauſerh us tro-know thei happinefs ; and this: 
knowledg-produceth in usithedefire to poſſeſs: 
it ; the Byes diſcovereth;Reafon choſeth, the; 
Mind judgeth:; of what the Eyes. and: Reaſpn: 
have done. !- Beauty though the moſt ſenſible. 
thing inthe wortd , is neyertheleſs.the moſt, 
CITE, | difficult 
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Cifficulc to know; ir! never aþpeareth withy 
more charms than upon the face ofa' Woman; 
and Heaven whois marvellous inall the works 
it hath done, 15:in nothing fo admirable as 
here 3; it is a work which bringerh meneven co 
Idolatry, both Old and'Young are dazled', e- 
very one defirethvit,- bur deſire ir differently, 
becauſe of the ditferene knowledg they have 
of it. When this Beatty hapnerly to ftrike the: 
eyes ofa Young'man',; ſhe doth as>foon van- 
quiſh him, and 'tnfeducing theſe two Timocent: 
Interpreters by. T'know- nor what: pleaſure 
with' which they are ſ6'enchanited ; that they 
Incroduce it even'to the heart,which' being:no 
more cautious than the Eyes, ſuifereth-ir ſelf 
to be-caupht in'this fyeer ſnare:':T. fay much 
moreit teeleth a certain Joy which tranſpor.- 
teth it, and empoyſons it ſelf in-a manner that 
it ſighs for ir that1t is tormented with a daily + 


deſire. Oh' the range diſorder !' when a = 


heart is. cumbre& witir all theſe -defires by. 
which it ſuffereth' it ſelf to be lead;/and which 7 


. defires, being no leſs blind:thanthe heart,caufe 


ir to make a thoufand miſtakes ;: it thinketh on' 
nought but che Obje& that hath. ſiruck ir , ir 
ſecketh/and followeth it every where , 'not to: 
be revenged on the harm it hath givenit , bur' 
ro unite it ſelf. wholly to ir, and thinketh thar 
iti pofſeſſing of it, ir Thall be eaſed from the 
torment it ſuffereth. Nevertheleſs it decei-. 
veth ir ſelf, ant even the pleaſure of this poſ- 
y ſeſſion 


{ſion is a Lyar. It isa, groſs error wherein. 
the molt of theſe people fall that ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be blinded. at the firſt glance of 
Beauty, tomake the aim of their Love a bru- 
tal pleaſure to ſatisfie themſelves, which they 
have no ſaoner compaſſed, but. they ceale nor 
only from having the ſame ardour., bur paſs 
even todiſtiain,& look upon him no otherwiſe 
bur a, loathing that which before was the Idol 
of rheir heart. Tt ſeemerh as though this de- 
ſire. repented for what it had done ; that it is 
vexed it is, deceived, that it believed that to be. 
all.a heart could deſire;; rhe heart who on. his. 
part acknowledgeth the; fault it had commit= 
ted;ſeemerh alſo toreproach the Eyes pf their 
blindneſs, rorake a happineſs.in appearance 
for. the true one, he.is nor facisfied: in,him- 
ſelf; but Imagining the Felicity he promiſed 
to himſelf to be yet far diſtant hence, deſires 
augment 1n;him .as.if he: poſſeiſed nothing , 
which tnaketh it clearly apear that.that is nor 
the true Felicity he. ſeeketh, and that thefe 
Young Lovers have a way of loving which is 
not happy. ; or rather that they know not how 
to Lovetince they are never ſatisfiedalthough 
they arrive to what they aſpired ; and.this is 
It we may wellterm unhappineſs, for there is 
both pame-and trouble-at the end as well as | 
at the beginning of rhis. Love, They ceaſe | 
neither complaints, ſutferings , nor ſighings, + 
and even then whenthey believe themſelves as | 
| the 


+ of Reaſon) do neyer Hind thoſe ſolid pleafures 
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the heipht of help » It is then they 
have more ſubje& © by ur , and that they 
tind rhemſelves unfortunate? Tr is a precipice 
in which this fooliſh-drdour doth 'caſt them, 
which cannot juſtly be termed'Love; it is here 
where Youth Embarquing in foul weather pe- 


. riſheih; he is carried away with all forts: of 


vinds, heſollowerh his defires,and never con-. 
ſulreth his pafſion: Reaſon js too weak : with ' 
him to reſiſtthis Torrent : He permitteth him- 
ſe!f co be'led away 3 'every Guide is'# Guide 
for him, and if he may becarried towards. the 
Obje&he cheriſheth 3 he torſaketh' himſelf, 
and will follow even hisown Enemies ;-. he 
knoweth not-ſa-much-as how to diſtinguiſh - 
the true from the falſe'; he is blind who'ra- 
keth good' for evil, and'who feedeth hiniſelf 
with every thing which” his will and deſires 
will perſwagJe him to; who being af them- 
ſelves Incapable of diſcerning any thing, 'can- 
not fail to render hitn miſable. You ſee 
then how thoſe wito ar&poſſeſſed with' this }.- 
blind paſhhon(altogether tontrary to the laws 


: * 
# 
# 


| In Love which thoſe take whoſe riper Years, 


hath learned them to kflow them. This being 


| ſuppoſel (asit is moſt certalti ) T fay 'thar it 


ih 
» 


{' 
oF 
( 


; 


) hapnetrorherwiſe to thoſe Perſons 'who are 
"come "to the age by me _betfore-metitioned. 


This ardour which Time hath layed aſleep in. 
them, re-kindleth at the ſigtir ofa tal 
| | whom 


| 
a 
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- Whom they breathe fighs which are guided by 


a choice that is reaſonable , which detaineth 


them from wandring';! they approach he r.and 


enjoy her without any contuſion ; their deſign 


is pure, and the effe& of it is nought but Fe- 


licity 3 the bridle of 'Reaſon who reproveth 


the folly of the Senſes, ſuſiereth not it ſelf to 


flacken into Repenrance , they have what they 
deſire, and without any trouble they reliſh the 
pleaſures they ſeek: A man fay arrived to 
thoſe Years: wherein I am ( for I may well 
place my-ſelf here) and whois not tranſported 
with this violent ardour , beholdeth Beauty, 
and knoweth it as much as can be; he findeth 
wherewithall to be charmed in rhe face of a 
Woman : ' That juſt proportion of ſo many 
arts, that agreeable accord of the Faireſt cou- 
ours,that luſtre that ſhadow ſo well ordered, 
fo many marvels which he difcerneth there 
te gliiter, which do both aſtoniſh and En- 
chant him ',. cauſeth him:to confider [matters 
more than he can expreſs : But is he not da- 
zled in ſuch a manner as to make him forget 
what he is? Reaſon reſiſterh the Enchantment, 
his Seul is too diſcreet to. be deceived, and a!- 
ahough ſhe doth extreamly defire this Beauty; 
her defires give her -nothifig but a ſweet un-- 
Quietneſs : 'In fine ſherenjoyeth this Beauty 3 
but ſhe is{& jealous ofithe pleaſure ſhe taketh, . 
thar. ſhe -Would. nov/ communicate. it, to the 
Body ; It:is in the higheſt part of the _ 
tha t 
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that this pleaſure refidech where the ſenſes 
have no Intelligence. Truly it were an offence 
to Beauty, anda thing beneath her.;; (ſhe the 
only pretious thing in the world) to defign ir 
for the Body , and 'who' being made to rule 
over what is moſt high inman, ro ſubje& her 
ſelf to what is moſt beneath her 3 there is 
nonght but the Soul which can aſpire to. this 


| Greet Union, becauſe .there is none bur ſhe 


that underſtandeth the happineſs, you will 
doubtleſs fay thar the Soul doth hot alſomake 
it difficulty ro deſire when ſhe is in-the depth 
of this poſſeſſion : Itis true, bur it is always 
to poſſeſs Beauty, and for fear of loſing ir ; 


Whereas the Young people defire qitite ano- 


ther thing than that which they have poſleſ- 
ſe), becauſe their deſfiresare not contented 
with ſo fhort a pleaſure which rhey- loſe in the 
moment they have ir, . for which reaſon they 
are never without grief, nor withour loathing 
it is-not beyond Reaſon''than to ſay that rhe 
perſons who are ſomething advanced in Age, 
are thoſe who are the moſt fit ro: love, We 
wuſt be aſſuredly Old ſaid the Baron to him 
to comprehend this Love well ; and we muſt: 
be more than you are to content our felyes : I 
know not in good Faith what you could an- 
ſwer, if (as Old as you are) we ſhould freely 
ask You to know of You if you loved in no 
ether manner than as you fay.. d'Armenton 
anſwered him but with a laugh, whom the ell 
© 
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_ of thecompany did alſo Tmitate; and a little 
after the rr raking up rhe word,faid that 
d*Armenton had reaſon ro attribute this love 
fo Old-Folks, for it muſt have been in Old 
Titnes 5 for now whether they are undecelved 
by theſe Lovers in Idea , or whether they love 
in quiteanother manner; and even thoſe who 
are Older than we, ruſt have found that in 
that (whatſoever d'Armenton-can fay ) we a& 
more reaſonable than they, ſince thoſe thiy- 


concern themſelves thereinad juſt like us. It _ * 
is certain faid d'Arignan that Love requifeth . 
ſomething that is more ſenſible; and thar as * 
the Sou] and Body entreth into comphunion © 


o 


with the Evils of this Nature, they ought alſo 
to partake of the ſweets : this 1s fo trug ,, thar 
the Soul cannot well concea{ the pleaſures of 
Love, and taſte them in a retreat ,:; ſhe cannor 
do it ſo we'l, but rhe ſenſes muſt take part in 
theſe pleaſures; they preſently diicern mirth 
ſeated in the Viſage , the Eyes ſparkle, there 
is ſetneſs and raptures found all theſe ſpeak 
fo well of this admirable Intelligence, that ir 
is only by that thar the Soul is judged to reft 
contented , therefore it is a vain thing to 
make a love apart for the Soul,and another for 
- the Body; the Intereſt is the ſame, their ſuffe- 
rings andenjoyments are together, they a& 
and repoſe for one and the ſame reafon ; and 
it is by the means of the Senſes that the Soul 
knoweth Love , ſhe can alſo nor be ven 
them 
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them .in taſting rhe pleaſures of Love;: Sjrios 
younever, were in Love anſwered him/d' Ar# 

- mencan atter the manner Temean, :T muſt nog 
thank. ſtrange:tharYou know notuts ſywe” o- | 
neſt. The Soul is: ſo: well.capable of: taftiis * 
the pleaſures of Love alone withour' the 'Bo- ; 


” "YU dies participation, that the ;pleaflires:are not 
_ ue.ones as loon.as that partaketh 9 -but plea- 
Forres foaked in Tears; which beginand end 41- 


7Iaies in grief. Well Sir faid the Baron to- him; 
*-Aye.you after this. delicate: manner; that we 
my not envy you, and leave us inithe error in 
-Wikch we are, and \where we will-continue 
thar Love, having Charmes for the Body as 
well the Souls thejoy may ſpread all-aver: 
But tg. come to Age; T received a; Letter not 
long ſixce fromthe ſame Friend- that: writ to 
me coneerning Jealouſie,, who maketh me diſ- 
.cern, thix not only an Aged man ought not to 
Love, bur that if he would; he cannot ; if the 
Error Rice they ſhall hear it. There was 
none bur cefired.to hear this Letter, even to 
»PArmenton, . who entreated him to defer-no 
longer the doing them this pleaſure 3 'it con- 
rained theſe word:, arr I opioncy 


m 


Dear Sir : 
1 | Lats were more aged , or leſs witty that 
; You are, 1 amr apt to believe that. your 
own intereſt or curioſity might perhaps 0b- 
lige Tou to demand of me how it is (that 
Ton doif Aged Folks can love ? but know- 
 * ing Tou tobe a Perſon of Underſtanding , 
and knowing alſo that Ton have no reaſon 
to complain of time , I imagine that your 
defren is to be revenged on ſome Old Per- 
fon , and that you will make uſe of my 
. Weapon leſt yours might not beproof.. I ſhall 
tell Ton then that Love is a Ton Tofors 
\ whom long beards affright ; and that he is 
20t only a thing Af pa to our Fathers, 
but that at that Age one cannot love: there 
4 are manyreaſons which perſwade it me:the 
4 firit is as you maybetter know than I,that 
that which ſupporteth and nouriſheth Love 
is the hope we have one day to poſſeſs thats 
which we love 5, and certainly if that were 
not. Beauty might well have the power to in- 
troduce deſire into the Soul 0 f him that 
ſeeth it, but not to make any impreſſion , or 
continne there long 5 who is he who conſe 


R derin 


=. » 
dering thoſe bliſſes and honours mwhichov 


King receiveth that doth not preſently de- 
ſire to be a King ! .bnt becauſe it 3s too 


E difficult tr become one , hope is not mayed 


and ſo this deſire is no ſooxer born but dy- 
&h: no body ſhall ever make me believe 
that Love can Reign without hope:;how the 
ſhall an Qld man love ? if he have nothing 
# him that may make hixt hope to be lo- 
ved, and conſequently to obtain what he 
Ioveth and defereth: let us begin with wif 
dome, whichgs the thing that doth Old 
aven the moſt bottour 5, and let us ſee if ſhe 
be capable of making theme hope any thing 
om love: if T difcourſe with one of them, 
he trill doubtleſs tell me that it is the grea- 
teft folly a'man can do to become. in love in 
his Ot# Age; by this then it is plain, that 


an Old man cannot hope much, fince he is 


aſſured to' go for a; Fool to love at his age, 


Beffdes they know but too well how Odious 
the name of Old Age is to all that/are 
beantifoulin the world,and how they change 
both Voices and Conntenances ah the fight 


only Ff eray hairs: 'T might bave here. a 


can 


foir feld'taeularge npen , but to you. that. 
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ran devine the half of what 1 would ſays 
T muſt not relate all; Ft us — Old 
Folks another way, and we ſhal, Fi 2d that 
being far enongh from hope , nothing is ſ@ 
natural to them as to fear , whether it be 
that it proceedeth from” their own w2ak- 
refs, or from the experience they have 
that the world is but a cheat : How ca 
we make it appear afier this that they 
love 2 if they are in continnal apprehen- 


frons to be dereived. TI remember ſome- 


thing fo this parpoſe which one 0 f mp 
Friends told me mot long ago; that 
an Old man might love a” perſon 
amch inferiour to hits, and of an 
indifferent Beauty that may make. hine 
hope tobe loved again by reaſon ſhe is not 
amiable enough to be loved of another; but © 
who 3s it that ſeeth #10f that there is more 
of wit thantruth 3+ this reaſon , becaufeit 
is firſt neceſſary that Love cometh either. 
fhom choice or defting,. as for example, de- 
SFing cauſeth that two hearts love each 0- 
hey, when it hapneth that they are both 
box nnder the fame aſcendant , or that 
the ſane Planet rateth the life of both ; it is 

— cer- 
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certain that theſe two Perſons love intirely: 
4g1in, we may love by deſtiny when there 
is a reſemblance of humors as Phyſicians 
argue, and in many others which I could 
fell You : Tf it were requiſite to tell you all 
the opinions they have upon this Subjed , 
we cannot ſay that theſe goed Old Grand- 
tres are capable of this love when they 
choſe a Miſtreſs, for they are not aſſured that 
ſhe they ſhall take for the Obje@ of their de- 
- fires hath a hamor.like them, that ſhe hath 
the ſame Aſcendaxt, or that ſhe is boyn nn-. 
der the ſame Planet, they are I ſay no more 
aſſured, than to know how. to bring them- 
ſelves toit. If we will now that love co- 
meth to an Old man by choice , ſince in ef- 
fett he ſeeketh her whom he thinketh eaſieſt 
to win, T ſay that love comporteth himſelf to © 
| all that are good, or fair or that ſeem ſo : If 
it be thus, Fpray tell me what reaſon is 
there to believe that an Old man can be in 
love if he ſceketh that which is leſs amia- 
ble; it is rather a token of Choler and Ha- 
t:ed which he hath againſt nie, than a 
figne of laves, it ſeemeth as though he would 
puniſh himſelf for the ſmralneſs of his merit, 


or . 


bo. Son. th. .. HR... 


. [2 | 
or that he hath de ts hr #0t knowing 
how to aſpire to ſomething better conipoſed. 
We alſo ſee that moſt of your Gray beards 
addreſs themſelves commonly to none but 
perſons that are made unha ppy by the way 
of Fortune , or tothoſe that have not too 
much wit to be ſuccesful in their deregulate - 
afjedtions; But yet. this cannot be called 

love for ' the reaſon IT have already 
mentioned , ſence conſidering theſe twoevil 


qualities in them , it is impoſſible they 


can have any love no more than eSteem, If 
the ObjeFF they choſe be in miſery , they be= 
lieve ( as in effett it is true that it is the 
Eſtate they love in them, and not their per- 


ſon that they would have no love for them, 
did they not buy it , and that they courted 


them jor nought but to pick their pockets 3 


Tr the mean time as in this thing they are 


moſt ſenſible, and ſince they behold thezr 
Miftreſſes like ſo many Harpies , Thelieve 
they cannot have any love for them. And ſor 
the Iait Reaſon, T conclude that an Old man 
is incapable of love, becauſe he thinketh 
himſelf not loved again. But ſhould there be 


found in the world Women with 'ſo little 
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ſenſe as to love men of their Agei T'ſay that 
aetwithſlanding they would bave no 
love for them, judging themſel»es unworth y 
to be loved by people like them. I am, ec. 


All theſe Reaſons fail d'Armenton after the 
Baron had ended reaving of his Letter, are 
ood ; but they make nothins againſt what 
F have faid, and I am likewiſe ot that Opinicn 
wich the reſt ofthe worlJ, that ane mult bea 
Fool indeel to love at that Aze after the 
manner of Yaung people ; but one mult like- 
wiſe be wiſe indeed to Love after the manner 
I ſay, but it doth not teions toa Young 
man, There is neverth=leſs ſai4rhe Count a 
famous Author among the Greeks, whoſaith 
that the leſs time we have to live, the more we 
cu *ht to give ta love : an that a_ nun who 


hath gray hairs may Court a young Laſs with 


43 zo0d Grace as we may joyn the Foſes with 
the Lillies to mabea fair Noſe-gay;] believe he 
untgerſtood not thar love only of the mind, 
but that which cauſerh us to fall into an agree- 
able weakneſs of min:1 to te-the more tender 
of what we love, This Author was doubtleſs 
O11 replze.l theAl-bot.and we muit not won- 


" Eerat it if concernin? Love he hath mentio- 


ne.t things of fo little ſenſe. - I :remember 1 
heard Macamaiſella P?Armond diverting her 


 feifin this Caren with a Sang not long ſince, 


E : which 


» 
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which is net & little pertinent. ro our preſent 
| Diſcourſe, and T hope the will youchiafe this 

0 ] Conmanythe goodneſs of obliging them with 

J. } it now. Sheaftera ſmal modeſt refuſal, thus 

{ began, 


| I ——_—— 
, | | »- 
4 j | : —_—_ ws h 5 _ 
þ "Tis folly to think,old Men can enjoy the, ſprightly 


be 

: 
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eaſures of Truth, their deſires are frozen and” 


SR 
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Touth will nt toy with T:e on an odd periſh'd 
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:. *Te6fitteſt to taſt 'em when we are in our prime. 


Age may defire and wiſh, but wants power 

To love (but in fancy alone, )- | 

The effe& of which Eove's like a winter ſhower, 
Or the work of « feeble Drone, | 
T enjoy, &C. How 


me 


"Cn 3 
Hore rudely are the young Roſe-buds embrac'd 
When kift by a cold Nerth-wind, b- 
$0 Touth ſeemeth nipp'd with a bitter Froſt, 
When enjoy'd by « gray-haird Friend, 

T* enjoy, ec 


Beanty was never deſign d for Old Age 

By Nature that excellent Dame, rf 

Her Leſſons ſay Tonth with Touth muſt engage, 
Since there is moſt fire and flame , FER 

T enjoy the ſweet pleaſures of Love in due time, 
T'is fitteſt to taſt 'em whon we are in our prime. 


This Sung with ſo Divine and ſweet a Voice 
as was that of this Ladies, . did tiot a little di- 


vert them after they had all ſpent -their 


thoughts upon it , they recurned to their tor- 
mer diſcourſes ; I would know faid the Ca- 
yaleer what might be ſaid of an Old Woman 
that might He in Loye , ſince a man ouzht not 
to love, nor cannot at that Ate: For the Wo- 
men anſwered him the Baron. inſomuch that jt 
i: to be ima vined that rhey ought never to 
Love unlcſs they are love1; we may conclude 
that becauſe there are no Old Women beauti- 
ful, they ought not tobe in Love, fince they 
catinot inſpire i: : There are n>twithſtanding 
enough failthe Abbot who forvear not to 
Love. and I belteve I ſwerve not from the 
truthif Taſſvre you that there are Ten Old- 
Women Lovers to one Old Man that is in 
7 Lovez 
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Love: Butar what time interrupted him the 
'Marctiioneſs, Mr. Abbot de. you think. that 

the Women are Old. T believe an{wered her 
the Abbot, that as to what concerneth Love, 
they are Old enoughat Forty. Alals you are 
roo rigorous replyed the Counteſs: "Crmond 
to him ſmiling ; and you will bring a great | 
many Folks againſt you to condemn the Wo- 
men from loving atter thar Age. It 1s rrue 
added Macamoiſelle d?Armond that you will 
do yeur lelf an il] turn by it , for I know 
a Lady who hath paſſed Forty Years.,and who 
nevertheleſs ſhall diffute her Beauty with ail 
the han: ſome Women in the Univerſe. Nogno 
fail the Dutchcſs , the Abbot is not juſt. in 
that. for even as the hard- favoured Women 
are Old when they are firſtborn ;, even ſo on 
the ontiary , the Fair-ones conſerve their 
handſome Features even almeſt to the laſt; and 
their Autumn bath this priviledge of being 
more pleaſing , and more agreeable than the 
Spring of the others. T hereare ſome Wowen 
who in their Fiftieth Year have ſuch beautiful 
remnants, that they a. e capable to move the 
paſſions at firſt ſight; why ſhould it nor be 
permitted to them to love what they may find 
amiable. Madam replyed the Abbet, you may 
fay what you pleafe, but Age effaceth aJ] thar 
iz amiable in your Sex, and I would willingly 
adviſe all VVomen'to imitate the ni... 
Poppea , who prayed to the Gods that it 
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Would pleaſe them to let her dye before ſhe 
law Oid Age with which her Looking-glaſs 
did already threaten her. You have declared 
your ſelf ſo much an enemy to VVomen faid. 
the Marchionels to him , that although Your 
Counſels might be whbiſome, yet -we--thould 
make oifficulty to follow them; we muſt a- 
oree with you that there are byt few Beauties 


| rhat areabletoreftiſt time. But are none a- 


amiable but thoſe that are beautiful and aver- 
rucus Soul doth ſhe never borrow a recom 
mencation for the Body as a pretious ſtone. 
do:h tor the Mettle that Environeth it.T know 


S no- anſweed her the Abbot what would be- 


come of the VV omen ii. their beauty were not 
the cauſe that we ſeek them, and that we ſhun 
rhe Deformed Ones. Azain it ſeldom. har. 
ne:h that a tair and ſpotleſs Soul Inhabiceth in 
an ugly Boily. The Exte tor Beauty is com- 
moniy a Token of the Inward Goodnefs, it is 
a character by which the Soul is known,and in 
which Phyſiognomiſtzs make their whole Art 
conſiſt, In a word, Deformity is fo much an 
enemy to Happinets , that me-thinks it is a 
$-a:e Crow to al] that mect it, I had procee- 
ced the Abbot a Song given me not long azo 
by a Frien1, wherein is diſplayed how unfit it. 
is fer haid-favoured VVomen to Inhbabit a- 
monegſt Mortals; ſo pulling it out of his 
pocket , he read It as followeth, and after 


deſired Madamciſe!le d'Armond to ſing ir. 
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A woman that's homely is uere A lzmode, 
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She's a fiaht intolerable, ſhe's fit far no 
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place but Pluto's abode, or a place tht 7s more 
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She's able ta turn the day into night, 
Her Features are deteftable, 
The Devil himſelf ſhs'l pat in a fright, 


Her Charms are abominables *-— 
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Be yet for all this ſhe eaunot forbear 

To tl ink, her ſelf amiable, 

An1 with laces and hair to deck, her with cares 
She's another Confuſion of Bable, 


A1d truly of Nature fhe need not ſpeak. ill 

Ls not being favourable z | 
Her Face it hath power enough for to kill, 
And is moſt inſufferable. 1 


The Abbot ſpcke with ſomuchardour and 
ation, that the Company could not forbear 
laughing; he oughr not to have apprehended 
that any one would take the deformed Wo- 
n ens parts, for : though there were none here 
b ut what were extream Beautifyl , there are 

none 


\ 


* .7-- E840) 
none but flatter themſelves on this fcore. The 
Converſation dured a while ; it was a rrarice 
-whichwas large , and which would hare pro- 
duced more. But I perhaps begin to tire the 
Readers patience , and fince this T}ui:rious 
GCompeny did here Conclude , I fhalt aifſc to 
the like. | 
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Page 2. Line 6. for Ancore real d'Ancyre, 
P. 2, | S, Spirit r. merit. p,q. |. 30- the Lady 
r. this Lady, Pp. 6, 1. 26. d*Grorc'erg d*'Eparc, 
P- 10+ |, 11. amicabler, amiable, Pa. 12. l. 24» 
wi r. which, and give r. gives, Þ. I6. « 18. Dd” 
Exare r. d'Eparc., page 18, ]. 21. too mnch r. 
fo much, and 1. 26. that r, chan, 1. 29. ſetupon 
r.l et you, P. 19. L. 31. there !, theſe, p. 29. 1.8s 
had r, have, |. 10, Adminiſter r, adminiſtrEl, ps 
22, |, 3. Gentleman r, Gent lemen.page 24-1.25s 
ſo much r. too much, 1,28. this r, his. p.24-.10. 
thereof r. than p.33.1. 24, then r. thou, and l: 
28, r, thou haſt been, . 3o. their words r, rhele 
words, p., 42. Woman r, VVomen. p. 41. | 2. 
Critheans r. Eritheans , page 58. |, 14. fe ti- 
ouſnels r, pertiJeouſnheſs, p, 59. |, 18, concei- 
ved r, perceived, P. 74. |. 3I, mer. rhe, p.76k 
16. herſaker.-my ſake, | 
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